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Welcome to the e-Bulletin from the Westminster Justice and Peace Commission.  

To contact us please email justiceandpeace@rcdow.org.uk. The deadline for the next e-Bulletin is 13th July 2020. 
 

Barbara Kentish, Westminster Justice and Peace Commission lead on Refugees & 
Migrants, writes for UN Refugee Week, 15th -21st June 2020:  

 
Imagine:  A world where the stranger is welcomed, and celebrated 

 
The challenging theme of ‘Imagine’ inspires the (mostly online) events during Refugee Week and may be 
found on its website, such as the People-Not-Walls virtual rally (see the e-bulletin), discussing how to establish 
human rights on our borders. Migrants in Northern France have suffered, not only from the threat of the 
Covid19 infection, but also the sudden disappearance of their emergency food and shelter provisions as 
volunteers have had to retreat to safe isolation.   
 
Our Church continues unequivocally to Welcome the Stranger, both in practical ways and through advocacy.   
The post-EU Immigration Bill is currently under discussion in Parliament and we commend wholeheartedly 
the Bishops' Conference of England and Wales, as well as the Scottish Bishops' Conference, for their critical 
letters to the Government calling for significant amendments to this vital piece of legislation.  In particular, they 
deplore the use of indefinite detention for asylum seekers. Read the full text of the Bishops' statement at   
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/39772 
 
Our Bishops have also signed the Faith Leaders' plea to the Prime Minister to enable the admission of 
unaccompanied minors abandoned across Europe, omitted by the proposed bill, in a letter organised by 
leading NGO, Safe Passage. This is an issue for which Safe Passage has campaigned, vigorously, and 
sometimes successfully: the admission of young migrants into the UK either under the Dubs Amendment or 
through the Dublin III provision for the reunification of families.  We remember the surprising, but welcome, 
recent arrival of 47 young people from the notorious Greek migrant camps shortly after Easter, due to the 
successful campaign by Safe Passage lobbyists.   
 
Whatever the group, category or rights, we remember the Irish poem, 'And the lark said in her song, “often, 
often, often, goes the Christ in the stranger's guise.”' In Refugee Week we celebrate and welcome the 
stranger.  

 

 

Colette writes: “In this time of global lockdown, 
responding to online petitions is one way to show 
support for the causes that matter to you.” 
 
Recommended petition this month:  
 
38 Degrees -  Suspend No Recourse to Public 
Funds - ask the UK Prime Minister and Home 
Secretary to ensure that everyone currently 
resident in the UK is protected and able to access 
support services during the coronavirus crisis. 
 

  
 
Online talks: Register Here  
 
Weds 17th June 11am – 12pm: Human Rights 
Defenders in Columbia with Ulrike Beck. 
 
Thurs 18th June 11am -12pm: Meet CAFOD’s 
Director of Operations, Geoff O’Donoghue. 
 

http://www.rcdow.org.uk/diocese/justice-and-peace
mailto:justiceandpeace@rcdow.org.uk
https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/39772
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/protect-everyone-during-the-coronavirus-crisis?bucket=twitter-tweet-5_6_2020_stephentimms_tweet_&utm_campaign=5_6_2020_stephentimms_tweet_&utm_medium=tweet&utm_source=twitter
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/protect-everyone-during-the-coronavirus-crisis?bucket=twitter-tweet-5_6_2020_stephentimms_tweet_&utm_campaign=5_6_2020_stephentimms_tweet_&utm_medium=tweet&utm_source=twitter
https://cafod.org.uk/Volunteer/Online-talks
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DIARY OF EVENTS 2020 
 
15th-21st June: Refugee Week https://refugeeweek.org.uk/  
 
18th June: JRS in Refugee Week - The Pope, the Pandemic and the People We Leave Behind 
6.30pm Free online event. Join Sarah Teather, Director of the Jesuit Refugee Service UK and Pope 
Francis biographer and journalist, Austen Ivereigh, for a special refugee week 
conversation. https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sarah-teather-and-austen-ivereigh-in-conversation-for-
refugee-week-registration-108725749644 
 
20th June: World Refugee Day - People Not Walls Virtual Rally, 10.00am to 11.30am, People 
Not Walls is the Anglo-French initiative which brings together organisations on both sides of the 
Channel for migrant rights. This event, focusing on the plight of unaccompanied minors 
experiencing human rights abuses near the French coast and embarking upon perilous Channel 
crossing attempts in small boats. The rally will end with a switch to the live Memorial Service at 
Dover. Free registration in advance. Keep Children From Danger Online Rally 
 
20th June: World Refugee Day - Livestreamed Memorial Service 11.30am, for 58 dead young 
Chinese migrants discovered in a sealed container at Dover docks during the night of 18 June 
2000, twenty years ago. Dr Rose Hudson-Wilkin, Bishop of Dover, will lead a small gathering on 
Dover seafront to remember these deaths and all the others occurring as people try to reach the 
UK. https://kentpahirestreaming.co.uk/ 
 
21st June: Day for Life - http://www.dayforlife.org/ 
 
13th July: Caring for Creation – 7.30-8.30pm Please join us for a Zoom gathering of priests, 
deacons, Justice & Peace parish reps, CAFOD supporters, educators and all interested persons in 
the Diocese of Westminster and beyond! Hosted by Colette Joyce from the Westminster Justice & 
Peace Commission and Tony Sheen from CAFOD Westminster. The event will include 
presentations, discussion and practical tips to prepare for the Season of Creation in September. To 
join, please register now with Eventbrite. You will receive the Zoom link closer to the date.  
 
18th July: National Justice and Peace Network – 10.30am-12pm & 2-3.30pm. The annual 
conference may be postponed until 2021 but we can still gather virtually on the Saturday to discuss 
‘Post Pandemic Church: Paralysed or energised?’ Free. Book by 10th July at Eventbrite. 
 
1st September – 4th October: Season of Creation - an ecumenical initiative uniting Christians 
in prayer and action for the protection of our common home from the start of September until 
the feast of St Francis of Assisi.  
 
Sunday 6th September -  Day for Creation & start of Climate Sundays.  
 
26th September: 'People not Walls' Roadshow - St Paul's Church, Maison Dieu Road, Dover - 
further details to be released nearer the date. (Postponed from March.) 
 
15th November – World Day of the Poor.  

http://www.rcdow.org.uk/diocese/justice-and-peace
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sarah-teather-and-austen-ivereigh-in-conversation-for-refugee-week-registration-108725749644
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sarah-teather-and-austen-ivereigh-in-conversation-for-refugee-week-registration-108725749644
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/keep-children-from-danger-online-rally-tickets-107546307902?utm_campaign=post
https://kentpahirestreaming.co.uk/
http://www.dayforlife.org/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/caring-for-creation-tickets-109654930850
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https://www.climatesunday.org/

