
 

 

Justice and Peace Cycling from      

London to Paris to raise awareness  

of  Climate Change!         

Why  to Paris and why this   

December? 

 

The United Nations Climate Change  

Conference will be held in Paris from 30  

November to 11 December this year.  It’s  

vital that international  action is agreed 

and taken to stem the advance of climate 

change by reducing CO2 emissions. Many     

attempts have been made at United  

Nations gatherings before, but there has 

been much talk, much debate and  broken 

promises.  

We need agreed international action  

before it’s too late!                                                                                                  

In 2009, the summit in Copenhagen  

ended in a ‘voluntary’ carbon cuts by 

2020. In 2011, the leaders who met in 

Durban agreed that by 2015, they would 

finalise an agreement on  emission cuts 

beyond 2020. The  Kyoto Protocol expired 

in 2012. In Paris there will be another  

attempt to bind nations legally to keep 

their promises to reduce their National 

Carbon Emissions. This is why Paris 2015 

is so important. 

 

London 

What is involved? 

 
 

At the centre of the Climate Change issue 

is the role of fossil fuel production which 

causes  Climate Change. Most  

Governments claim to support the aim of  

reducing greenhouse gas emissions, but 

do not act in a serious way on the  

issue. Part of the difficulty is the big  

players involved in Oil, Gas and  

Fossil Fuel production who hamper a 

change in our current energy  

system. They   underplay the need to  

support alternative – renewable and 

clean energy production.  

The renewable energy lobby is struggling 

against the odds, and a change is  

needed. Paris 2015 has somehow to 

build on the 20 other gatherings, like  

Kyoto, Rio, Durban, Warsaw, Lima,    

Copenhagen, etc.  Climate Change    

affects everyone, but   especially the poor 

and most vulnerable people.   

Impelled by our Catholic faith, we call on 

you to drastically cut carbon  

emissions to keep the global temperature 

rise below the dangerous threshold of 

1.5C and to aid the world’s poorest in 

coping with Climate Change impact.  

Pope Francis is shortly issuing an  

encyclical—a formal statement of Catholic 

Social Teaching—on the environment, 

which promises to guide us further in our  

responsibilities. 



 

WHAT NEEDS TO HAPPEN IN PARIS 

2015? 

  
 All parties need to keep the ethical 

aspects of Climate Change in the 

forefront of their agenda,  

demonstrating their commitment to 

human rights.  

 Action must be taken to keep the 

global temperature increase below 

1.5C and thus protect the most 

vulnerable people on earth who are 

already suffering climate  

catastrophes.  

 The carbon emissions of the  

richer nations affect the poorer  

nations who produce little carbon, 

so the highest producing countries 

should pay more to support  

different methods of development. 

 A binding international agreement 

needs to be made between the 

almost 200 participating nations, 

since this issue affects the whole of 

humanity. 

 We applaud that the UN 

organisation in charge of global  

climate change negotiations is 

backing the fast-growing campaign 

persuading investors to sell off their 

fossil fuel assets. It has lent its 

‘moral authority’ to the  

divestment campaign 

 We must begin, or continue, to  

examine our own lifestyles and  

carbon footprints.   Our progress in 

awareness as ‘Stewards of  

Creation’ needs to be built on, so 

that living  sustainably becomes the 

norm for all.  With these measures 

we can sustain with  

integrity the highest expectations for 

the Paris Climate Conference of De-

cember 2015. 

 

London 

Westminster Justice and 

Peace Commission are  

cycling from London to Paris 

to flag up the need for   

action on Climate Change 

Support us along our route! 

 
29 August: Leaving Westminster          

  Cathedral at 10 am  

31 August, pm : Arriving at Newhaven  

First week in December  

(dates tbc) 

 Depart for ferry to Dieppe 

Cycle from Dieppe to Paris  via the 

Green Way (Avenue Verte)  to arrive for 

meetings with church and other 

groups to show solidarity for climate 

change opponents. 

https://webmail.rcdow.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=u1SVXCk4mUu51IDdRggPBx096iYET9II2-4Ku4HrfWGcbXvmKo7-ZC0YmgP-sXJY-em2Prv0DWc.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.theguardian.com%2fenvironment%2f2014%2foct%2f08%2ffossil-fuel-divestment-a-brief-history
https://webmail.rcdow.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=u1SVXCk4mUu51IDdRggPBx096iYET9II2-4Ku4HrfWGcbXvmKo7-ZC0YmgP-sXJY-em2Prv0DWc.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fgofossilfree.org%2f

