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Annual Mass for Migrants 
More than 1,500 people - many from London's 
diverse ethnic communities - attended the annual 
Mass for Migrant Workers today, the Feast of St 
Joseph the Worker, at St George's Cathedral, 
Southwark. The Mass was presided by 
Archbishop Peter Smith and concelebrated with 
about 60 priests from Lon-
don's three dioceses. 
 
During his homily, Bishop 
Thomas McMahon told the 
congregation it was a 
"scandal and deeply un-
just"  - as well as "an af-
front to natural justice" - 
that "ordinary workers and 
especially migrant work-
ers" are "exploited, taken 
advantage of and paid less than a living 
wage".  He also  paid tribute to the London Citi-
zens / Citizens UK living wage campaign, which 
celebrates its tenth anniversary this year.  
  
The service began with a colourful procession of 
banners from dozens of parishes and Catholic 
organisations. At the Offertory, as well as the 
bread and wine, migrant workers brought up sym-
bols of their work such as hammers and brief-
cases. Intercessions included prayers for workers 
and families to be put first,  especially in times of 
economic hardship. 
 
Dignitaries who attended included:  Theresa de 
Vega, Consul General, Embassy of the Philip-
pines; HE Bobby McDonagh, Irish Ambassador; 
HE João de Vallera, Ambassador of Portugal; HE 
Mr Garvin Nicholas, High Commissioner for the 
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. Mayors of Lon-
don boroughs expected to attend include Cllr 

Christina Valcarcel, Mayor of Lambeth; Cllr 
Harbhajan Singh OBE and Mrs Kawal Singh, 
Mayor and Mayoress of Brent; Cllr David and Mrs 
Jane Marlow, Mayor and Mayoress of Richmond 
upon Thames; Councillor Nirmal Singh Gill, Mayor 
of Barking and Dagenham; Cllr Sally Mulready, 

Speaker of Hackney. 
 
The Mass for Mi-
grants  began a day-long 
series of events organ-
ised by London Citizens/
Citizens UK to celebrate 
to celebrate the tenth 
anniversary of its cam-
paign for a living wage, a 
call which which echoes 
the principle in Pope Leo 

XIII's 1891 encyclical Rerum Novarum for a just 
wage.  
 
After the Mass Bishop McMahon led a procession 
over the bridge to Westminster for the Living 
Wage Assembly at Methodist Central Hall, at-
tended by representatives from Muslim, Jewish, 
Christian and secular organisations. 

Independent Catholic News 

Fr Joe writes... 
Since our last publication much has been 
happening in our world, good and not so good! 
We’ve celebrated a Royal wedding; demonstrations 
against cuts; events in Egypt, Libya, Syria, 
Palestine/Israel; Osama Bin Laden murdered; 
tragedy in Japan; just a few lines of news. As I write 
the Queen is visiting Ireland and history is being 
made. Each event is important – to keep up to 
speed on all happenings is a full-time job. It is not 
easy to make assessment of every situation with 
information emerging day by day. 
 
The trial I attended in Diyarbakir, Turkey has been 
delayed yet again to the 2nd August. The 151 are 
still in prison. Elections take place in Turkey on 
June 12th, but sadly many of the Kurdish 

candidates are in prison and 
some being arrested even 
now, to prevent them 
standing for election. 
 
Our Annual Justice & Peace 
Day is 15th October, will have a look at aspects of 
the Olympic Games coming to London in 2012. 
 
Please keep up your good work in all aspects of 
Justice and Peace issues. Have an enjoyable 
summer break. 
 
Fr. Joe Ryan 
Chair of Justice and Peace Commission 

Offertory gifts presented to Archbishop Smith 

The Living Wage 
The statutory minimum wage for adults (over 21) is 
currently £5.93per hour (due to rise to £6.08 in 
October). But poverty campaigners argue that this 
is barely adequate, and suggest that the minimum 
required to enjoy a realistic quality of life should be 
£7.20per hour, or £8.30 in London where the cost 
of living is higher. Since 2001 the Living Wage 
Campaign has persuaded some 140 employers to 
accept these rates, lifting 8,000 families out of 
working poverty. 



Romero and the Social Gospel 
the Challenge for Us Today  
Up to 400 people attended the service at 
St Martin-in-the-Fields on 26 March 2011 
marking the 31st anniversary of the mur-
der of Archbishop Romero. A wide range 
of groups were represented at the service, 
Barbara Kentish did one of the readings 
and we listened to a powerful talk by  
Fr Juan Hernandez Pico, SJ. 
 
He reminded us: “Poverty continues to be 
the same scandal in this world as it was 
more than thirty years ago during Oscar 
Romero’s time as Archbishop”. 
 
When Oscar Romero was appointed 
Archbishop, many wealthy people eagerly 
awaited his ‘safe’ appointment. But things 
changed. In the little town of Aguilares, 
Oscar Romero went to see the body of his 
priest friend Rutilio Grande, SJ having 
been murdered in cold blood … this was 
the conversion moment for him. He called 
for conversion: “Even bishops and the 
Pope, and all Christians” are in the midst 
of conversion, Romero said. 
 
Fr Juan went on to relate the various epi-

sodes in the life of Oscar Romero which 
led to his murder in the end. He spoke for 
the ‘voiceless poor’. This is a task for all of 
us today. 
 
Many of us joined the London March 
against the cuts to Hyde Park after the 
service in St Martin-in-the-Fields. It was a 
very peaceful march of thousands of peo-
ple from all over the country who made the 
point that there are alternatives ap-
proaches to the cut backs in medical care, 
education, housing and many of the local 
amenities we rely on in our communities. 

Fr. Joe Ryan was one of four UK delegates 
among some 20 international observers 
attending the trial of Kurdish politicians, 
lawyers and human right activists in Turkey 
which resumed in January.   

 
The 151 detainees were arrested following 
the unexpected success of Kurdish candi-
dates in local elections in March 2009, who 
then became outspoken about Kurdish 
Human Rights. The trial began in October 
2010 in the Kurdish city of Diyarbakir. 
Much of the time was taken up with the 
presentation of some of the 7,500 pages of 
charges held against the prisoners. Things 
came to a halt, when the court denied the 
prisoners the right to defend themselves in 
their own native Kurdish language. 

 
The trial re-opened on 13th January with 
the delegation in attendance. There were 
MEPs, Human Rights supporters, lawyers, 
reporters and others. It was a great show 
of solidarity for the prisoners and their fami-
lies, and it was plain that their presence 
influenced the attitude of the Judges.  

Whilst waiting for the trial to begin, Fr. Joe 
was able, with the help of an interpreter, to 
speak to some of the lawyers working on 
the case; fellow observers, some prisoners 
on bail and especially the families and rela-
tives of the prisoners.  
 
Proceedings began with applications for 
bail. Prisoners were given a chance to 
speak but when they responded in Kurdish 
the microphone was turned off and the 
Judge would ask the Lawyer to translate. 
No bail was granted and eventually the trial 
was adjourned.   

The trial still continues. The 151 are still in 
prison. The trial was adjourned until April 
but now, with elections due in Turkey in 
June, it has been postponed again until 
August. It is very difficult to see how this 
trial will pan out. Both parties consider they 
are correct in their approach. 
 
Since the delegation’s return there have 
been two public presentations of its report: 
Lord Rea hosted a meeting at the House of 
Lords in February, and in March there was 
a public meeting in Fr. Joe’s West Green 
Parish where there is a local Kurdish Cen-
tre in the Green Lanes area.  
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Trial of Kurdish Activists in Turkey  

Fr Joe and other delegates meet the  
Deputy Mayor of  Diyarbakir 

Fr Joe Ryan meets the ambassadors of  
El Salvador and Ecuador 

The Arms Trade:  
It’s not OK! 
Recent events in North Africa have once 
again drawn attention to Britain’s overseas 
arms trade. It is reported that Britain has 
been involved in granting export licences 
for military equipment, tear gas, electronic 
batons and so on to countries in the re-
gion. Indeed, even as events unfolded in 
Bahrain, Libya and elsewhere the UK 
arms industry was exhibiting at an arms 
fair in Abu Dhabi.  
 
Freedom, democracy and justice cannot 
be achieved through fear, threat or military 
might, yet we support and enable coun-
tries who are locked into such models. The 
Church teaches: Indiscriminate trading in 
arms cannot be morally justified… Arms 
can never be treated like other goods 
traded on the international market 
(Compendium of Social Doctrine 508) 
 
In September London will host the De-
fence & Security Equipment Interna-
tional (DSEi) Arms Fair at the Docklands 
ExCel Exhibition Centre. Already recog-
nised as the world’s largest defence and 
security exhibition, its publicity proudly 
boasts: “DSEi 2011 will be even bigger!” 
 
Groups like Pax Christi, the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation and Campaign Against 
Arms Trade (CAAT) have consistently 
spoken out and acted against the morality 
of the arms trade. CAAT’s Christian net-
work will hold this year’s Annual Day of 
Prayer on the eve of the Arms Fair, on 
Sunday 11th September - significantly also 
the 10th anniversary of the attacks on the 
World Trade Centre - and a Day of Action 
is planned for Tuesday 13th. 



Helping 
Your Parish 
Make the 
Most of  

the 2012 Games  
 
Get Involved Just over 400 days till the 
start of the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games. They could just pass you by, or you 
could jump on this great international jug-
gernaut coming to town! Even if you have 
not bothered/or been lucky in the ticket 
draw, there could be advantages for you 
and your parish in next year’s  
‘Olympic Summer’.   
 
More Than Gold – A Way To Get Going 
More Than Gold is a Christian organisation 
seeking to provide hospitality, outreach and 
service to this 30th Olympiad since the mod-
ern revival in 1896.  We can volunteer in all 
sorts of ways: providing hospitality for fami-

lies, organising community festivals, praying 
for a peaceful Games, doing sports training 
in solidarity with the finest athletes of our 
day.   
 
An Olympic Truce At Justice and 
Peace we are beavering away to promote a 
Peace legacy for this wonderful international 
event.   The original Greek Games were 
preceded by a Sacred Truce, to allow safe 
conduct to and during the event.  We are 
producing resources for every parish and 
school to organise their own Peace event.  
But there are lots of things to do for all.   
 
More Than Gold is holding meetings 
around the country for churches to find 
out more about all the ways they can get 
involved.  London dates are: 

Mon 6th June:  7.30pm  Highway Church, 
88a Romford Road, Stratford E15 4EH 

Tues 28th June: 7.30pm  All Souls Church, 
Langham Place, London W1B 3DA  
Refreshments from 7.00pm 

100 Days of Peace 
Westminster Annual  
Justice and Peace Day 
Saturday 15th October 2011 

A day exploring ways to celebrate the Olym-
pic Truce - 50 days before the Games and 

50 following - in our own parishes,  
schools and communities. 

Save the date and watch for details 
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CAFOD Update 
Helping us work and Campaign 
for Global Justice 
Thank you to everyone who has been sup-
porting us over recent months with the  
Get Down to Business Campaign and 
“Lent Fast Day”. If you haven’t done so al-
ready, we still need your support getting as 
many “Get Down to Business Mr Mitchell 
cards” signed and completed by the end of 
July. Perhaps you could order some cam-
paign cards and get permission to organise 
a card signing session after Mass one 
weekend this spring? Further details about 
the Get Down to Business campaign can be 
found  on  our  web page  a t:   
www.cafod.org.uk/business  
 
We also hope as many Justice and Peace 
activists will join us for the special lobby of 
Parliament on Thursday 9 June. The lobby 
is called: Tea Time for Change and will 
start at Methodist Central Hall, Westminster, 
SW1H 9NH and will take place from 11am – 
4pm. CAFOD are working in partnership 
with Action Aid, Christian Aid, Oxfam, Save 
the Children and Tearfund to gather thou-
sands of supporters for what we hope will 
result in over 250 MPs being lobbied by 
2000 constituents in support of international 
deve lopmen t .  P lease  log  on to 
www.cafod.org.uk/teatimeforchange to find 
out more and to register and link up with 

others in your constituency who have regis-
tered. If you could coordinate a local group 
and organise to meet with your MP on the 
day, please sign up as a ‘Constituency 
Champion’. 
 
CAFOD Pedal against Poverty sponsored 
bike ride Sunday 12th June 
We hope the sunny spring weather will put 
you in the mood for our annual sponsored 
cycle ride? It would be great if there were 
representatives of each parish in the dio-
cese taking part and getting sponsored! This 
year’s Pedal against Poverty! will take place 
on Sunday, 12th June in the beautiful Lee 
Valley Country Park. Riders can choose 
between a shorter 10 mile journey from 
Cheshunt to Broxbourne, and longer 19 mile 
ride from Ponders End Lock to Broxbourne. 
Both groups will meet in the country park for 
a picnic lunch. Please contact CAFOD 

Westminster for a registration form or a 
poster to display in your parish. Download 
your  regis trat ion form now at 
www.cafod.org.uk/pedalagainstpoverty or 
see attached. 
 
If you would like to know more about CA-
FOD why not contact us to register for one 
of our supporter days such as: Campaign 
Energiser Day at Romero House on Satur-
day 9th July Meet CAFOD partner Sheila 
Kambobe from Zambia who will talk about 
how our campaigning has changed lives in 
her country. This is also a great opportunity 
to meet fellow campaigners and learn more 
about CAFOD’s climate change campaign, 
which will run through the autumn in the 
lead up to the UN talks in South Africa. Con-
tact CAFOD to book a place. 
 
Supporters Day at Romero House 
on Saturday 10th September 
Opportunity to hear a speaker who has seen 
CAFOD’s overseas work first hand to tell us 
their stories. Plus briefing on Harvest Fast 
Day and a chance to meet and discuss 
ideas for promoting CAFOD with other sup-
porters. The day will run from 10am to 3pm 
on Saturday 10th September in Amigo Hall, 
near Lambeth North tube.  Please contact 
CAFOD Westminster on 020 8449 6970 or 
westminster@cafod.org.uk to book a place. 

 

Pedal Against Poverty 

JUSTICE AT WORK 
National Justice & Peace  
Annual Conference  

Exploring the dignity and reality of contem-
porary work both globally and locally, in the 
context of today’s economy and modern 

society. The conference will seek to do this 
from a Christian perspective. 
15th-17th July 2011 

The Hayes Conference Centre  
Swanwick, Derbyshire 

Details and booking form available at 
www.justice-and-peace.org.uk 



A Month at Giuseppe Conlon 
Catholic Worker House    
By Eugene Rodrique (reproduced from the 
London Catholic  Worker newsletter May ‘11) 

 
When I arrived at the London Catholic 
Worker, I was looking forward to living in 
a Christian household which was commit-
ted to practical help in the community. I 
found it straight away and worked with 
some great people. I began helping in the 
kitchen and cleaning out the rooms below 
the church. I helped out at the Urban table 
soup kitchen and Peter’s Cafe with serv-
ing food.  
 
The best part was 
living and working 
with the guests who 
were always grateful 
for the work we did. 
I gained an insight 
into how the under-
privileged have to 
live, but also got to 
see what some of 
them could achieve 
if given a chance.  
 
I also visited the Catholic Worker Farm 
and found it a peaceful and friendly place 
contrasting with the busy London House.  
I enjoyed working with the other volun-
teers and met more different people in 
one week than I would normally in a 
month. My month here at London Catholic 
Worker was a varied, challenging and 
rewarding experience. I hope to return 
soon in the future  
 

For further information go to the website,   
www.londoncatholicworker.org    
 
Giuseppe Conlon House recently held an 
open house for surrounding parishes, 
They can always use dried foods, tins, 
and other household goods.  Contact de-
tails are: 49 Mattison Road, London N4 
1BG,  Tel: 020 8348 8212 Email: london-
catholicworker@yahoo.co.uk  
 
The Catholic Worker Farm at 
Rickmansworth needs an Intern 
We are in need of an Intern here at the 

Catholic Worker 
Farm. ...The person 
interested in living 
here would have to 
be involved in our 
work which is; The 
Gospel norm to 
"feed the hungry, 
give drink to the 
thirsty, clothe the 
naked..." and so we 
offer hospitality to 
destitute asylum 
seekers; we have 5 
living with us now 

and are open to 1 more. We offer food 
and accommodation, do advocacy work 
and accompany them. You would be will-
ing to participate in justice and peace 
work, round table discussions, permacul-
ture gardening, household chores and 
fundraising.  
 
Underlying this would be prayer (or medi-
tation if you don't pray) and study. An 
Intern would have 2 days per week free. 

This is an opportunity to radicalize your 
life and faith.   Email us: thecatholicwork-
erfarm@yahoo.co.uk. If you are interested 
please let us know! 
 

English Classes News 
The English Classes for Migrants project 
is preparing to move into a new phase as 
our Coordinator, Jan Janoszka, ap-
proaches the end of his time with us. He 
is working on a handbook which will pro-
vide a basis for a network of volunteers to 
continue the project.  Jan writes: 
 
There will be a meeting and social on 
22nd June for anyone involved or inter-
ested in ESOL classes.  Some may recall 
that last year we organised a similar event 
at Vaughan House, Westminster. We 
would be delighted if you could celebrate 
with us your achievements. Thanks to Fr. 
Allen (parish priest, Our Lady in St. John’s 
Wood) and Lois, our ever- willing and very 
capable friend, we don’t have to worry 
about a venue. So please make a note in 
your diaries and spread the word among 
your volunteers, students, colleagues, or 
anyone who might find the invitation ap-
pealing and interesting.  

Wed 22nd June, 5pm – 7pm,  
Our Lady’s, Lodge Road,   

St. John’s Wood, NW8   

This will also be a  kind of farewell to Jan, 
who has been with us for two years, and 
given such sterling service!   
 
See Jan’s recent  Newsletters on  our 
website:  www.rcdow.org.uk/justicepeace 
(under Justice and Peace Newsletter). 

Network Contacts 

 

North London  Lauri Clark  tel:  020 8803 9267 
   

West London  Clare Hickey  tel:  020 8893 8564 

   Hugh Caldin  tel:  020 8994 6368 
 

East London  c/o Commission tel:  020 8888 5518 
 

Hertfordshire  Adelheid Smith tel:  01727 855931 

Please contact us if you would like  

to  be a parish representative 

 

Westminster Justice & Peace 
Commission 
4 Vincent Road 
London N15 3QH 

 

Phone: 020 8888 5518 
Fax: 020 8888 5554 

Email:  justice@rcdow.org.uk 
 

Working for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and Peace    
In the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of Westminster    
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Refugee Week – Celebrating Sanctuary 
June 20-26 is Refugee Week and the Refugee Council are holding a festival in London on the theme of Celebrating Sanctuary 
(see www.refugeeweek.org.uk). We bring more news of the London Catholic Worker’s witness with refugees, in Harringay and 
Rickmansworth, and also our own English Language Classes project.   

What is London Catholic Worker? 
LCW is part of the radical, pacifist move-
ment founded by Dorothy Day and Peter 
Maurin in New York in 1933, inspired by 
the Gospel vision. 
Both Dorothy Day House in Hackney 
and our new Giuseppe Conlon House in 
Haringay offer hospitality to destitute 
refugees, mainly men. We run Peter‘s 
Community Café and the Urban Table 
Soup Kitchen in Hackney .  
We also organise regular non-violent 
resistance to war preparations. 


