
The original Olympic Games were inaugurated to 
bring together the Greek city-states in cooperation 
on peaceful activities.  Similarly the modern games 
were revived in 1896 to promote peaceful 
collaboration among nations.  Before and after the 
ancient Games a Sacred Truce was proclaimed to 
allow safe passage to and from Olympia. Since 
1993 the United Nations has required the host 
country for the modern Games to present a 
resolution outlining measures to promote peace in 
their region leading up to the Games.  
 
Our Annual Justice & Peace Day will launch the 
100 Days of Peace project, an initiative to promote 
a Legacy of Peace for our own Games. For a 
period of 50 days before the Games (Friday 8th 
June 2012) to 50 days after the close of the 
Paralympics (Sunday 28th October 2012) parishes, 
schools and communities will be invited to organise 
activities celebrating the 2012 Games as a time for 
peace: in our hearts, our neighbourhoods, reaching 
out nationally and internationally.  
 
Our speakers include Pat Gaffney of Pax Christi, 
who will explore what we understand by a Culture 
of Peace. She will also lead a workshop on the Pax 
Christi Peace Icon, which will be hosted by five 

parishes in each Diocese during the 100 Days 
period. 
 
Gary Streeter MP will talk about the United Nations 
and the Olympic Truce. He will be representing 
Conservative peer Lord Michael Bates, who is at 
present walking 4,000 miles from Olympia to 
London to promote observance of the Truce at the 
London 2012 Games. We hope to have a live 
webcam link with him during the day.  
 
James Parker is the Bishops’ Conference 
Coordinator for 2012. He will introduce More Than 
Gold, an ecumenical grouping coordinating the 
churches’ involvement with the Games, which is 
focusing on Hospitality, Service (including Social 
Justice) and Outreach. Finally Margaret Mizen of 
the Jimmy Mizen Foundation, will talk about 
practical initiatives to promote peace in our 
communities and particularly among young people. 
 
By committing to 100 Days of Peace, parishes and 
schools will honour the ancient Olympian aim of 
‘Peace through Sport’, so that the Olympics and 
Paralympics really will leave a legacy of peace in 
their parish or community in the spirit of the 
Olympic Truce.  

Westminster Annual Justice & Peace Day 

 
 
Building Peace with  
the 2012 Games 
Saturday 15th October 10.30am - 4pm  

Westminster Cathedral Hall 
Ambrosden Avenue, SSW1 

• Learn about the Olympic Truce 

• Find out what Christians are doing to welcome the Games 

• Understand what’s needed for a ‘Culture of Peace’ 

• Plan peace activities to take back to parishes 
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Justice, Peace 
and the Riots  
Our Justice and Peace office is located in 
Haringey, less than a mile from the place 
in Tottenham where the Summer’s violent  
disturbances first broke out.  We were 
shocked and saddened at the successive 
blows suffered by communities already 
experiencing cuts and unemployment. We 
offer our prayers for the victims of violence 
and their families, for those who have lost 
their livelihoods, and for the parents and 
relatives of those who have taken to ag-
gressive looting and rioting.  

But we were delighted at the signs of resil-
ience, and salute the offers of help from 

neighbours and friends to help those left 
homeless and in trouble. Haringey 
Churches were central to setting up the 
Support Centre mentioned by Fr. Joe 
above.   
 
We believe these events underline the 
relevance and urgency of initiatives such 
as the 100 Days of Peace which we are 
promoting in the lead-up to the 2012 
Games. Working for peaceful and just 
communities in our city has never been 
more important.  
 

Greening the 
Diocese 
Guidelines were developed in 2010, by 
agencies gathered together by Justice and 
Peace, to enable parishes to help allow 
their communities to care more for crea-
tion in both faith and practical ways.  The 
aim is for all to understand better that our 
lifestyles, whether at home, in church, or 
in the wider world, influence the environ-
ment, and that our respectful and careful 
stewardship is vital.   
 
Ten parishes were invited to trial a number 

of actions for a six-month period in 2011.  
These could include auditing energy use 
and trying to reduce carbon emissions, 
emphasising the wonder of creation and 
our dependence on it already implicit in 
our liturgies, and including prayers for 
environmental issues, garden or tree 
planting, blessing of pets on St Francis’s 
Day, and recycling a variety of items, form 
paper to candle-wax and spectacles.   
 
The piloting of the guidelines started in 
March 2011 with parishes keeping note of 
successes and failures in order to report 
back and make recommendations and 
suggestions to the other parishes before 
the initiative is extended to the diocese as 
a whole.   
 
The guidelines, which will be offered to the 
whole diocese from February 2012, also 
invite the diocese to take the implications 
of this environmental footprint fully into 
account in mission, liturgy, prayer, educa-
tion, training, pastoral, administrative pro-
grammes and projects, so as to tread as 
lightly upon the earth as possible.  For 
example, departments are asked to work 
out how best to express care for creation 
in specific, regular and practical ways.   

I hope you have had a good summer break. Just before I returned from Ireland, the riots and dis-
turbance began in Tottenham and spread to other areas. So many of us have valid ideas as to 
why, but one of the encouraging signs I found on visiting some of the crime scenes and the sup-
port centre at Tottenham Green, was the community support of victims, the willingness to get going 
again – “business as usual signs” and the domestic goods brought in by so many different groups 
and individuals.  
 
Now we have been asking the questions as to why the riots; what can be done, so that this will not 
happen again. This is an ongoing concern for our community. 

 
Welcome to a new colleague!  We were very fortunate to secure funding for an assistant 
project worker for the 100 Days of Peace initiative.  Colette Joyce, who has been managing 
a refugee English Class centre in Islington until recently, will be responsible for the Peace 
Legacy website, and for giving talks  at parishes and schools about how to organise peace 
events and activities during the ‘peace season’.  Colette will be with us till the end of 2012.   
 
Relocation of Commission Office To date the Justice and Peace Office has been in the 
Presbytery. Two rooms have now been made available in the St John Vianney Parish Centre 
– we are almost there. The new contact details are on the back page. 
 
While we have been involved in numerous activities, our immediate concern is for a success-
ful Annual Day on Saturday 15th October at Westminster Cathedral Hall. See you there! 
 
Please keep up all the good works you are already doing. 

Fr. Joe Ryan  
Chair of Justice and Peace Commission  
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Fr Joe writes... 

Colette Joyce: 100 Days of Peace 

Tottenham Green Support Centre 
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CAFOD Update 
Pilgrimage for Martyrs 
I have recently returned from a very special 
pilgrimage with CAFOD partners in Brazil, 
where I joined 4000 pilgrims on a journey to 
the state of Mato Grosso in Central-West 
Brazil. I joined a torchlight procession in 
memory of murdered Jesuit priest João 
Bosco Burnier, Sister Dorothy Stang and 
thousands of others who have died in the 
struggle for justice. And I met CAFOD part-
ners who continue that struggle. 
 

Mato Grosso has long been a focal point for 
rural violence, a region where indigenous 
communities and small–scale farmers have 
tried to protect the forest from large-scale 
cattle ranching and mining.  It is also one of 
the most heavily logged regions of the Bra-
zilian rainforest.    

For nearly 40 years CAFOD has stood up 
for the rights of marginalised communities in 
the Amazon. We work with Pastoral Land 
Commission (CPT), a Pastoral Agency of 
the Brazilian Bishops´ Conference, which is 
providing help and legal support for local 
people who have been threatened and in-
timidated. 
 

Bonded Labour – CAFOD Campaigning 
for Justice. 
During my pilgrimage I met with CPT staff 
who explained  the horror experienced by 
“bonded labourers” in the region. Bonded 
labour is basically modern day slavery 
which continues in Brazil despite the gov-
ernment making it illegal. 
 

How does this happen? The rich and power-
ful farmers from the state of Mato Grosso 
arrange for hired drivers to take lorries to 
poor areas of north Brazil to recruit cheap 
labour, offering them what appears to be a 
reasonable monthly wage.  They then drive 
the newly recruited workers to their large 
remote farms. Because of their location the 

only way the workers can get food and drink 
is to buy it from the rich and powerful 
farmer.  The cruel farmer then charges exor-
bitant amounts for food, water and protec-
tive clothing. As a result, within a month 
the worker will have built a large and unpay-
able debt to the farmer and will not be al-
lowed to leave the farm. The famers also 
employ armed guards to ensure no one 
escapes. 
 

In such a vast country it is very hard to 
monitor the farmers and enforce the laws. 
 

CAFOD’s partner CPT supports the rights of 
landless farmers, those affected by mining, 
and helps to combat the practice of bonded 
and slave labour in the north of Brazil. Dur-
ing my visit, I met staff from CPT Xinguara , 
in Pará state, North Brazil, who were help-
ing to release 35 bonded labourers in Pará. 
These workers had been clearing vegetation 
under dangerous electricity pylons for two 
electricity companies, with no wages under 
degrading work and living conditions, includ-
ing no toilets or potable water. . In this case, 
CPT Xinguara and Tucuruí were successful 
in liaising with the labourers, reporting the 
incident for inspection by the Ministry of 
Labour, and negotiating payment and bene-
fits for the labourers.  
 

Over the years many people including CA-
FOD partners who challenge these abuses 
have been murdered. In the last year alone, 
at least 38 murders  related to land violence 
have been committed in Brazil. 
 

Marilande dos Santos Silva of CAFOD part-
ner CPT said, “In spite of the injustices, we 
are resisting the pressure and continuing 
the fight. We will continue our walk along-
side people who are excluded or living as 
bonded labourers.” 
 

Thanks to the support of people in England 
and Wales CAFOD partners will continue to 
support the poor in Brazil whose rights are 
often trampled on by rich landowners. 
 

CAFOD has recently made representations 
to Nick Clegg, who visited Brazil this sum-
mer, to express concerns about increasing 
forest clearances and the surge in violence 
against social and environmental activists 
fighting the deforestation. 

I’ll be giving talks across the Diocese this 
autumn about CAFOD’s work in the Amazon 
and other projects which I visited in the São 
Paulo shanty towns. 
 

I leave you with one of my favourite quotes 
from the Gospel of St Matthew: 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

right and Blessed are those who are perse-

cuted because of righteousness, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. 

Tony Sheen 

CAFOD Westminster 

Tony is due to give two talks on his visit to 
Brazil as follows:  

Wednesday 5th October, 7 – 8:30pm  
at Mount Street Jesuit Centre, 114 Mount 
Street, Mayfair W1K 3AH. 

Saturday 26th November  at 2.30pm  
at Westminster Cathedral, Hinsley Room, 
Morpeth Terrace, SW1  

He is also available to speak in parishes. 
 

 

Torchlight Procession in Mato Grosso 

CAFOD Pope Paul VI  
Memorial Lecture  

Charity Begins at Home 

Fr Christopher Jamison OSB  

asks What is Charity, and  
Where is Home? 

Friday 18th November 7.15pm  
(doors open 6.45pm)  

St Mary and St Michael’s Church,  
Lukin Street, Commercial Rd. E1 0AA  

Tickets £6 in advance from  
CAFOD 020 7095 5684  

See www.cafod.org.uk/lecture 

Sr Dorothy Stang—Martyr for Peace 



Around the Networks 
West London 

There have been two meetings of the 
Network in 2011, each with its own key-
note speakers. At the first, in February, 
Christina Kelling of CAFOD gave a gen-
eral presentation about CAFOD cam-
paigning and ran a quiz to raise aware-
ness of the current and future develop-
mental needs around the world. In the 
second, Sheila Gallagher and Lauri 
Clarke (North London Network) gave a 
short presentation on their respective 
recent visits to Israel and Palestine and 
provided information as to the range of 
agencies and interest groups able to pro-
vide resources to parishes who wish to 
focus on such issues. 

The parishes reported on a wide range of 
activities and campaigns that have been 
undertaken in the area. In no particular 
order, these included talks by representa-
tives of the Israeli Campaign Against 
House Demolitions (Our Lady & St Jo-
seph’s, Hanwell); the New Ways Project 
(to provide water, healthcare and primary 
education to a semi-nomadic group in 
Kenya (St Vincent de Paul, Osterley); 
hard work on parish garden projects (St 
Margaret’s, East Twickenham, and St 
Edmund’s, Whitton), a showing of the 
films ‘Romero’, following a visit by a pa-
rishioner to El Salvador, and ‘Of Gods 
and Men’ (also at St Edmund’s), con-
sciousness-raising about discrimination in 
the UK on the basis of age in the NHS 
(Most Sacred Heart, Ruislip), a talk by the 
Comboni Sisters in Chiswick about the life 
of a modern missionary today, and a 
Lenten talk by Cardinal Cormac on “The 
Pilgrim Path to Christian Unity: ecumen-
ism today”, in which he commended pa-
rishioners working together in Christian 

fellowship on small aims, well carried out, 
led well by the local clergy, which can 
have a profound significance for the 
growth of Christian friendship, the growth 
of Christian action, and he cited particu-
larly, in reply to a question, Christians 
working together for Justice and Peace 
(Our Lady of Grace, Chiswick).  

At the same time, parishes maintained 
their support for the core campaigning 
and fundraising activities inspired by 
agencies such as CAFOD, Pax Christi 
and the Fairtrade Foundation.  

North London 
Commission Fieldworker Barbara Kentish 
opened the Network’s June meeting with 
an update on our Diocese's  environment 
policy and pilot enviro-parishes. She told 
how Fr Joe is keen to have a Mass as a 
celebration of creation. She went on to 
talk about plans to work on a peace leg-
acy for the 2012 Olympics. There was 
also discussion about London Citizens' 
London Living Wage Campaign. Several 
Network members are involved with this 
and will be part of a groups 'visiting' 
Tesco stores to ask how much their em-
ployees are paid. 
 
Stations of the Cross with a J&P slant 
were organised by two groups. Regular 
Fairtrade stalls are run by several groups 
and coffee mornings held during Fairtrade 
Fortnight. Otherwise our different groups 
have been involved with Winter Shelters, 
soup runs, ecumenical environmental 
groups, a Drop-in Centre for the home-
less, English Language classes, a charity 
walk and 'Mary's Meals' as a Lent project.  
 
Barnet parish has had an environmental 
audit undertaken, for free, by a profes-

sional group. With a CAFOD speaker; 
The Big Society and Catholic Social 
Teaching was the subject of one meeting 
while they also went up to Westminster 
Central Hall for Cafod's 'Teatime for 
Change' event.  
 
St. Mellitus, Tollington Park organised a 
Peace Walk in memory of a young parish-
ioner killed in a local stabbing in 2007. 
They have also been lobbying local su-
permarkets about the Living Wage. 
 
Barbara spoke to a meeting at St. Ed-
mund’s, Edmonton where they are  p lan -
ning to set up a new J&P group. They 
hope in particular to appeal to younger 
members of the parish. 
 
Group members who took part in Pax 
Christi’s pilgrimage to Palestine/Israel last 
year have given several more talks on 
their experiences. They found that having 
refreshments with 'a taste of Palestine' 
added to the success of these meetings. 

 

Westminster Justice & Peace 
Commission 
4 Vincent Road 
London N15 3QH 

 

Phone: 020 8888 4222 
Fax: 020 8888 4333 

Email:  justice@rcdow.org.uk 
 

Working for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and Peace    
In the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of Westminster    

Network Contacts 

 

North London  Lauri Clark  tel:  020 8803 9267 
   

West London  Clare Hickey  tel:  020 8893 8564 

   Hugh Caldin  tel:  020 8994 6368 
 

East London  c/o Commission tel:  020 8888 5518 
 

Hertfordshire  Adelheid Smith tel:  01727 855931 

Please contact us if you would like  

to  be a parish representative 
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Mars has announced that Maltesers will 
be going Fairtrade in the UK and Ireland 
in 2012. This is the first stage of a global 
agreement between Mars and Fairtrade 
to support cocoa farmers in building more 
sustainable livelihoods and will deliver 
over $1m in Fairtrade Premiums each 
year to the smallholder cooperatives in-
volved in West Africa. 

Fair Trade Maltesers 


