
‘The day that changed the world’ 
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I write these few words on Monday 11th 
September. The media reminds us of 
those terrible events five years ago. 
There are reports from survivors and last 
words to loved ones. There is now much 
speculation as to what really  
happened. It is known as “the day that 
changed the world”. 
 
What lessons have we learned? I am 
not sure, but one thing is certain, it is a 
very complex process to make a  
definitive statement on this and other  
matters… there seems to be a plausible 
counter-argument emerging just when I 
think I’ve got it sorted! For example, we 
are faced with the facts and effects of 
‘Global Warming’ and the need and 
care of our world. Thus our Justice and 
Peace Annual Day on Saturday 28th 
October is on this current issue. 
 

We are blessed to have an excellent 
speaker on the matter, Fr. Sean 
McDonagh. There will be Workshops to 
help us focus on ‘what we can do’.  
 
There is much we can do together, 
alone we may feel helpless. There are 
those who say Global Warming is out of 
proportion—we are reminded that  
climate changes, eruptions, extinction 
of species, etc., have taken place in 
past ages, so why all the fuss? Those 
were not man-made, that is the  
difference. Our future generations will 
not thank us if we do not take matters 
seriously. Yes, we need to be  
determined to do our best.  
 

Fr. Joe Ryan, 
Co-ordinator 

 

Things have speeded up since May. The 
Commission decided to adopt Refugees 
and Environment as key elements of our 
work in the coming year, as well as an  
ongoing push on Fair Trade.  I have visited 
several refugee organisations:  the 
churches seem to be supporting many  
efforts on refugees and asylum seekers, 
such as the Jesuit Refugee Service, based 
at London Bridge, which is working flat out 
mostly with failed asylum seekers and  
those in detention centres, while the Notre 
Dame Leicester Square centre offers food, 
clothes, legal and health advice to all, 
though mainly to refused asylum seekers.  
The London Churches Group on Social  
Action is proposing to set up a hardship 
fund for those whose benefits have been 
cut off.  The Commission has taken on the 
refugee issue from the Social Welfare  
Commission.   Liz will describe our efforts on 
the Environment.    
 
I have organised Advent talks at the Jesuit 
Spirituality Centre in Mount Street, Mayfair, 
on the four Wednesdays before Christmas, 
entitled “Peace on Earth, recovering the 
Christmas message”. We will deliver those 
along with Pat Gaffney of Pax Christi.   
 
The main education initiative has to be 
that of the ecumenical “CD” project, on 
which Commission members are working 
along with representatives of the London 
Churches Group for Social Action.  We will 
produce a resource to support Justice and 

Peace groups in 
parishes and local 
communities in  
London and Hert-
fordshire, consisting 
of a booklet, a CD 
and a website with 
links to other  
agencies.  
 

With the Movement 
for the Abolition of 
War (MAW) we are helping organise a 
Mystery Peace Walk on October 8th, from 
Friends House  (just turn up there between 
11am and 12) to the Imperial War Museum, 
following a route worked out by Valerie 
Flessati of St Mellitus Justice and Peace 
group.  This highlights the ‘peace points’ of 
London, such as the Edith Cavell statue 
and the Peace Pagoda in Battersea.  It is 
not always easy to find activities for 
younger parishioners, so flag this one up!   
 
In July we adopted a development plan 
for the next year so as to be as effective as 
possible.  As part of that I shall be trying to 
visit all deaneries in Westminster, and  
Father Joe’s determination that our  
medium should be as up-to-date as our 
message has resulted in a new computer 
and projector appearing in the office.  No 
excuse for poor communication then!  

 
Barbara Kentish 

Fieldworker 
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The Environment: world challenges  
and local solutions 

WESTMINSTER JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMISSION  

The Keynote speaker at the  
Commission’s Annual Day on  
Saturday 28th October is Fr Sean 
McDonagh, an internationally  
renowned ecological theologian 
and author. An Irish Columban  
missionary priest, he has been lectur-
ing and writing on religion and the 
environment for almost thirty years, 
since first encountering the  
destructive impact of deforestation 
on rural village communities in the 
Philippines in the early 1980s. He  
particularly worked among the T’boli 
people of Mindanao Island, who 
lived in harmony with the natural 
world around them.     
 

Since the publication of ‘To Care For 
the Earth’ in 1986,’ Sean has written a 
number of books including Passion 
for the Earth (1995), Greening the 
Christian Millennium (1999) and Why 
are We Deaf to the Cry of the Earth? 

(2001)‘The Death of Life’ and ‘Dying 
for Water’.  
 
He lectures regularly at the Pacific 
Institute in Sydney, Australia, and was 
guest speaker last year at the launch 
of Catholic Earthcare Australia, a 
new organisation of the country’s 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference which 
focuses on ecology. In England, he 
assisted CAFOD in their ‘Renewing 
the Earth’ Campaign of the late 
1980s, which examined the links  
between development and environ-
ment, and was a speaker at a  
Bishops’ Conference Consultation on 
Environmental Justice in London  
during October 2004. Last year, he 
was keynote speaker at the National 
Justice and Peace Network annual 
conference in Derbyshire. 
 
Sean is consultant to the General 
Council of the Columban Fathers on 
ecological issues. In his view, “you 
cannot work for Justice and Peace 
and not be concerned about the 
environment”. Environmental justice 
should be a core Catholic activity, 
and he feels that the Catholic 
Church at all levels should take up 
Pope John Paul II’s 2001 call to  
undergo an “ecological conversion”.  
With this newsletter, you will find an 
article that Sean wrote for The Tablet 

in June. It is challenging and thought-
provoking and we will have the  
opportunity to listen to him and ask 
questions on the 28th. 
 

Several agencies will take part in our 
Marketplace, including: CAFOD, 
Catholic Children’s Society, Christian 
Aid, Christian Ecology Link (Operation 
Noah), Friends of the Earth, Pax 
Christi, Progressio, A Rocha (Climate 
Stewards) - and of course the  
Traidcraft stall. Representatives will 
be available to talk to you at various 
times during the day. 
 

Two Schools will inspire us with their 
’Green’ projects and do look at the 
enclosed flyer for details of the six 
Workshops on offer.  
 

We hope you will find it an interesting 
and informative day—there will be 
plenty of ideas to reflect on and to 
take back to parishes or local groups. 
 

It would greatly help our planning, if 
you could pre-register your  
attendance (just phone or e:mail). 
Our contact details are on the back 
page of the newsletter. Thank you. 
 

We look forward to welcoming you—
the Commission will have a stall in the 
Marketplace— stop by and say hello! 

 
Liz Steward 

I am delighted to welcome and introduce to you our new 
diocesan officer, Eileen Hayes who joined CAFOD from 
Christian Aid in June. Eileen brings with her experience of 
leading Youth activities in the Birmingham diocese and is 
keen to come to your area and work with your Youth 
Groups. 
 
Harvest Fast Day – Friday 6th October 2006 
 
This coming Fast Day focuses on CAFOD’s work in the  
Democratic Republic of Congo. CAFOD is helping rebuild 
the livelihoods of the Congolese people who have  
suffered terribly as a result of many years internal conflict. 
 

The Fast Day picture is of a man called Andre milking one 
of his cows. Andre lives in the Congo and depends on his 
cattle to earn a living and provide him with food. Just 
over ten years ago, a civil war broke out and rebels 
started raiding farms in Andre’s village to steal cows. They 
traded the cows for weapons and became more and 
more violent. Andre and his neighbours would go to bed 
every night fearing that they would be attacked or that  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
they would wake up to find their cattle, and their liveli-
hoods, gone. In the end, the villagers fled in fear to live in 
the bush. They only had the clothes they were wearing 
and survived for eight years on whatever food they could 
find. While they were hiding, the war killed 4 million others 
in the Congo. Once the conflict subsided, people  
returned to their homes but the cattle, that provided 
them with a livelihood before the war, had been stolen 
and they knew that rebuilding their businesses and their 
lives would be a huge challenge.  

CAFOD Update 
 

Photo:  Maria Luiza M Carvalho/CAFOD 
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CAFOD  (continued) 

West London J&P  
Network 
 
This summer, there has been less of the 
mass drama of the MAKEPOVERTYHIS-
TORY Campaign in 2005, though that 
Campaign has not been forgotten: 
Fairtrade campaigns progress and 
there were pockets of vigorous  
support for the Christian Aid drumming 
campaign in early July to remind the 
Government of its pledges, especially 
on Aid and  Debt, made at the  
Gleneagles G8 Summit in July 2005. 
 
This summer’s headlines have been 
dominated by the conflicts in the  
Middle East, particularly in the  
Lebanon and Gaza. Interest is particu-
larly marked in the West Area of  
London, home to large numbers of 
British citizens from communities with 
Middle Eastern roots.  
 

The temptation to throw up our hands 
in despair is almost irresistible; but in 
this Area we have received consider-
able assistance from national  
agencies specialising in the Middle  
 

East, many of which are prepared to 
visit parishes to educate Justice and 
Peace groups as to the issues and to 
identify achievable parish projects to 
assist progress towards solutions. 
Among others, the following have 
given materials and help to parish 
groups: 
 

 Westminster Interfaith (Maria  
Assumpta Centre, 23 Kensington 
Square, London W8 5HN; Tel: 020 
7361 4740; Web: www.westminster-
interfaith.org.uk), established to 
promote dialogue between faith- 
communities in the Diocese. It 
publishes a newsletter five times a 
year and organises get-togethers, 
prayer vigils and, most notably, 
multifaith pilgrimages 
 

 Pax Christi UK (Christian Peace 
Education Centre, St Joseph’s, 
Watford Way, Hendon, London 
NW4 4TY  Tel: 020 8203 4884; Web: 
www.paxchristi.org.uk) campaigns 
for peace in the Middle East,  
particularly in Israel and Palestine, 
reports authoritatively on develop- 
ments there and provides  
speakers.  

 Christian Aid (35 Lower Marsh,  
Waterloo, London SE1 7RL  Tel: 020 
7620 4444; Web www.christianaid.
org.uk): the Middle East Division 
provides speakers, source material 
and a free periodic report called 
‘Action for Partners’ with up-to-
date press releases from all sides in 
Israel and Palestine, as well as 
practical campaigning  
suggestions. 
 
 The Ecumenical Accompaniment 

Programme in Palestine and Israel 
(Quaker Peace and Social Wit-
ness, Friends House, 173 Euston 
Road, London NW1 2BJ;  Tel: 020 
7663 1144; Web: www.quaker.org.
uk/eappi): managed internation-
ally by the World Council of 
Churches, EAPPI enables  
volunteers to accompany Pales-
tinians and Israelis in each other’s 
territory, and the returned  
volunteers have a commitment to 
speak about their experiences.  

 
Hugh Caldin 

 

Around the Networks 

 
Thanks to your support, CAFOD has been able to help 
people like Andre to meet that challenge.  
 

Working through a local charity called Caritas Goma,  
CAFOD has bought a herd of 100 cows for Andre’s village. 
Most of the milk is processed to make cheese, which sells 
at a high price and because the cows are owned collec-
tively, the profits benefit the whole community. Thanks to 
the project more families are feeling safe to return to the 
area, and as the cows breed more people are able to 
benefit. However, the cows aren’t only providing a vital 
economic boost to the community. They are also peace 
building cows. The herd is owned jointly by farmers from 
different ethnic tribes that were previously at war. They 
now have an opportunity to work together and all have a 
stake in building a peaceful future. 
 

Without your support, CAFOD wouldn’t be able to give 
people like Andre hope for the future. As he says, ‘We’re 
happy because we are eating better and we are all more 
peaceful. Thank you very much to CAFOD supporters and 
congratulations for what you have done for us here. 
Please don’t forget us.’ 
 

I hope you will be able to promote Harvest Fast Day  
activities in your parishes.   
 

 
Live Simply 2007 
 

Additionally, we are organising a Day of 
Recollection on Sunday 22nd October 
2006 at the Benedictine Spirituality Centre 
here at Cockfosters from 10am-4.30pm. 
2007 will see the 40th anniversary of Pope 
Paul VI encyclical Populorum Progressio, a radical  
document which talks about trade, debt and justice for 
the poor. The Day of Recollection will be a chance to  
explore its relevance for today, to hear about CAFOD’s 
response, and to reflect on how we can live simply,  
sustainably, and in solidarity with the poor, in the modern 
world. The day will include Mass. Once again please  
contact the office if you would like to reserve a place. 
 

Please also continue to promote CAFOD’s new Unearth 
Justice Campaign in your Justice and Peace networks, 
Parishes and Schools. 
 

If you would like any information about how you can help 
promote CAFOD in the diocese please contact me on 020 
8449-6970 or e mail at: westminster@cafod.org.uk 
 

Thank you for your support. 
 

Tony Sheen 
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Around the Networks  (continued) 

WESTMI NSTER JUSTI CE AN D PEACE COMMISSION  

Herts J&P Network 
 
As usual in the summer, there is less to report about  
network activities, although many projects and regular  
programs have, no doubt, continued. 
 
In my area the two St Albans J&P groups have been  
involved in the significant progress made in preparation 
for the launch of the ecumenical project in support of  
asylum seekers, the Yarl’s Wood Asylum Case Work  
Support Group (YACSG), which I already mentioned in the 
July newsletter. The official launch will take place on the 
11th of October, and anyone interested from Hertfordshire 
is most welcome to attend. We hope the group will be 
functioning fully from the end of the year.  
 
The Wheathampstead J&P group also continues working 
and collecting for asylum seekers. We are aware that our 
efforts will only benefit a few directly, but we hope that our 
initiatives will at least raise awareness of their plight and 
remind people that their human rights are as  
important as our own. 
 
None of us will have felt untroubled by the events in the 
Middle East this summer. The anniversaries of Hiroshima 
(here in St Albans marked by a vigil at the Abbey, led by 
the Dean), of the bombings of the 7th of July 2005 and of  
9/11 2001, as well as the security scare that disrupted all air 
travel in August, will also have brought home to all of us 
how far away we are from God’s kingdom of justice and 
peace. Our responsibility is great, but with God’s help we 
can achieve much –        
 

For us, there is only the trying. The rest is not our business.  
(T.S. Eliot, Four Quartets) 

  
Adelheid Smith 

North London J&P Network    
 
On Saturday 15th July, the ‘Open the Doors’ festival was 
held throughout the diocese. At Our Lady of Muswell there 
was a J&P display with members of the J&P group  
available to give information and explain the issues.  
 
The Churches Refugee Network met on 13th July at 
Vaughan House to discuss the plight of refugees in the 
London area. It was decided to set up a charity to assist 
the approximately 800 destitute and homeless asylum 
seekers in the London area. The Steering Group also met in 
July to draft the mission statement. The proposed US legis-
lation was discussed which seeks to criminalise those who 
assist failed asylum seekers. This is a worrying development 
as similar legislation in the UK could be enacted. 
 
Sr. Eileen McGrath and Jean Slade reported to the  
Network on the 21st Interfaith Walk around Letchworth,  
Stevenage, Hitchin and Welwyn Garden City. Over a 100 
people took part and the day ended with a minute’s  
silence.  
 
Hannah Bentley, a former member of the Youth J&P 
Group at Our Lady of Muswell, spent most of her Gap year 
teaching at a school in India. She is holding a cake sale in 
the parish hall on the weekend of 17th September and 
proceeds are in aid of the school. 
 
The Network is looking forward to the Commission’s  
Annual Day on 28th October. We were pleased to  
welcome Barbara Kentish to our September meeting.  
Barbara spoke about her role as a diocesan fieldworker 
and she promises to be an enthusiastic and vibrant  
influence on the J&P groups and those wishing to become 
more involved with J&P. 
 

Patricia Mulchrone 

Network Contacts 
 
 

North London         Patricia Mulchrone    tel:  020 8444 6780 
                           

West London          Clare Hickey               tel:  020 8893 8564 
 

East London            Sr. Christine Frost         tel:  020 7987 0257 
(Tower Hamlets) 
 

East London                          Commission                 tel:   020 8888 5518 
(other) 
 

Hertfordshire          Adelheid Smith            tel:   01727 855931 

 

 
Westminster Justice & Peace 

Commission 
4 Vincent Road 

London N15 3QH 

Phone: 020 8888 5518 
Fax: 020 8888 5554 

Email:  justiceandpeace@rcdow.org.uk 
 

Working for Justice and Peace 
In the Diocese of Westminster 

Roger Must Stay 
 
The Commission has received an urgent request from the Jesuit Refugee Service seeking the help and support of  
Justice and Peace groups for a Congolese justice and peace worker, Roger Ciruzi Monga, who is living in Hounslow 
with a removal order pending against him. JRS is asking Justice and Peace groups and parishioners to help by  
circulating and signing the petition which is enclosed with this newsletter.  You will see that JRS has provided back-
ground information and if you require further details, please contact Shana Mongwanga at JRS, tel: 020 7357 0974 or  
e:mail shana.mongwanga@jrs.net.   Thank you. 


