
Fr Joe writes… 
 
Dear Friends I hope you had a restful summer 
break and now return with renewed energy to deal 
with all the challenges and opportunities that come 
our way. 
 
In July many of us here in Westminster were able 
to attend the National Justice & Peace conference 
in Swanwick. The theme: Our daily bread; Food 
security; People and planet. 
 
No doubt you will have read some of the reports 
from this very lively and practical conference. The 
matter of food is such a vital and central topic in 
our lives that we decided to continue the theme for 
our Annual Day Sat 16th October here at St. John 
Vianney Parish Centre. We have excellent 
speakers Christine Allen, Progressio; Sheila Dillon, 
BBC Radio 4; and Edward Echlin, Theologian and 
writer. The workshop will be varied and hopefully 
help to draw out some practical implications and 
actions. 
 
Thank you to everybody who has taken the time to 
return our J&P questionnaire. We are filtering 

through the responses and 
will report back in due 
course. It will be a guide for 
us as a Commission to plan 
for the future and help us 
figure out priorities and 
issues we should be 
concerned with. 
 
As I write we look forward to the outcome of the 
current meetings of our political leaders on the 
Israel/Palestine situation. There are signs of hope 
emerging. 
 
 Have I missed out on information and an agenda 
on the United Nations Climate Change conference 
at Cancun, Mexico 29th – 10th December? We 
had such a build-up to Copenhagen last year, yet 
this event is equally important. Hopefully the 
deadlock on agreement will be resolved and some 
serious resolutions will be accepted by each 
country on the green house gas emission. 
                                             
Thanks to all who are supporting the challenges 
facing us in Justice and Peace issues. 

 Fr Joe Ryan 
Commission Chair W
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Food Security People and Planet 
National Justice and Peace Conference  
Members of the Westminster Commission, to-
gether others from parishes across the Diocese, 
attended the Annual National Justice and Peace 
Conference at Swanwick in July.  
 
The conference dealt 
this year with the 
theme, Food, People 
and Planet. A host of 
experts, including 
Columban missionary 
Shay Cullen, Guard-
ian environmental 
columnist John Vidal, 
and Indian scientist 
Vandana Shiva, ad-
dressed a gathering of 
400 people from 
across Eng land , 
Wales and Scotland.   
 
Elizabeth Dowler, Warwick University professor 
and member of the Food Ethics Council, declared 
that the "world comes to us in the UK on a plate" 
but at huge environmental cost to the planet.  The 
food system is very economically efficient, she 
said, with globalised distribution networks and 
concentrated ownership all helping to bring effi-

ciency. "We have cheap food in Britain because 
other people and the environment are paying the 
price," and  pointed out that most food - except 
for fruit and vegetables - comes to this country 
from Europe.  The system is efficient but destruc-
tive, exploiting people in the food chain as well as 

the  env i r on men t . 
"Some 20 per cent of 
the UK's annual carbon 
dioxide emissions come 
from the food system 
and that is not just 
transport," said Eliza-
beth, who warned that 
more emissions still 
come from consumers 
driving to the shops. 
 
International environ-
mentalist Vandana 

Shiva accused bio-
technology companies of peddling lies with their 
claims of saving the world with genetically modi-
fied technologies. Vandana dismissed the compa-
nies’ claims of saving the world as a public rela-
tions ploy intended, in the main, to disguise a 
grab for control of the food chain. She told how 
over the past 25 years the companies had cam-
paigned first for international treaties that enabled 

Fr Shay Cullen with Christine Allen of Progressio 

Continued on p2 
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Justice and Peace in our 
Neighbourhood 
If you have not attended our Annual Days, 
or visited Fr Joe’s parish, St John Vian-
ney’s, you won’t be aware of his DIY and 
gardening skills.  In the first few days of 
my job here, he was usually up aloft on 
scaffolding painting the ceiling of his 
church.   No job remains untackled.  The 
unpromising concrete backyard was flour-
ishing this year with vegetables in pots 
and gro-bags, and he has promised to 
lead a workshop at our Annual Day on the 
spirituality of urban gardening (along with 
Fr Tim O’Connor from the allotments of 
Potters Bar!).     

In the course of duty he  (Fr Joe Ryan, our 
chair) has also taken over sacramental 
care of the parishioners of the now-closed 
St Augustine’s parish about a mile to the 
west of St John Vianney’s, and keeps a 
supportive watch on a new venture in the 
St Augustine’s premises. If you want 
something done, give it to a busy per-
son ....    St Augustine’s is now the base of 
the new House of Hospitality for refugees 
and homeless, run by the London Catholic 
Worker.  The workers have borrowed 
Joe’s scaffolding, and no doubt he will find 
an excuse to shin up there again.   
 

Barbara Kentish 
 
Here Fr Martin Newell of the LCW commu-
nity describes the new House of Hospital-
ity’s beginnings: 
 
Many of our guests come to us depressed, 
scarred by their experience, by the on-
going anxiety of having ‘no status’, of hav-
ing to flee their country and their home 
and live without a home, without a wel-

come, without the resources and freedom 
we all take for granted. Not accepted, but 
still stuck here. In a prison without walls for 
the sole reason of not having the right 
passport, the right colour skin, the right 
language.  “If God does not build the 
house, in vain do its builders labour…. 
Those who are sowing in tears  will sing 
when they reap” The tears of our guests 
are usually hidden inside their depression, 
but those words of Psalm 127 have been 
fulfilled with a vengeance recently. Ali and 
Jean Richard, both former long-term 
guests at Dorothy Day House, have both 
been given ‘Indefinite Leave to Remain’! 
Also Abukar who lived with us for two 
weeks, got ‘leave to remain’ two days in! 
Certainly a time for rejoicing! 
 
There’s another reason to rejoice too. We 
have opened a new house of hospitality in 
North London!  The Catholic Diocese here 
has generously given us the use of a prop-
erty for two years, rent-free, as a base for 
us, as a centre for the ‘works of mercy’, 
especially for our work with destitute refu-
gees, who are certainly among those ‘least 
of these’ who Jesus reminds us are the 
first in whom we should see God, see the 
face of the suffering and also dignified and 
very human Christ. 
 
I’ve read and prayed those words of Psalm 
127 so many times in recent years, as 
we’ve struggled along, keeping the vision 
alive and growing of a Catholic Worker 
house and community of hospitality and 
resistance in this Imperial city of London.  
It has been a struggle, even while 
‘picketing St Joseph’, praying and asking 
him to find us a free house, to do and 
speak the truth in love with those we’ve 
shared our lives with, those fleeing perse-
cution, violence and destruction to find a 
place of sanctuary in our affluent society.    
 

Reprinted from the London Catholic 
Worker summer newsletter. 

 
If anyone can help with dried foods, sur-
plus men’s clothing, and single bed mat-
tresses, please contact the London Catho-
lic Worker at 020 8348 8212 
 

New House of Hospitality  
in Haringey 

them to get a monopoly and then   
to patent “God’s creation” , that is, the 
seeds.   
 
Columban Father Shay Cullen warned that 
humankind is in the process of destroying 
the planet.  He called on people to chal-
lenge this state of affairs. "We can em-
power and enable each other and make 
this a more just world," said Shay, who 
affirmed that nothing dehumanised hu-
mans more than abject poverty and hun-
ger.   He pointed out that there are 1 bil-
lion people hungry today, some 642 mil-
lion of them in Asia. There are a further 
265 million in sub-Saharan Africa and 53 
million in Latin America. Some 15 million 
of the hungry live in developed world 
countries. 
 
Shay warned of the forces of evil in the 
world with no respect for life, who would 
deny the most basic constituents of life 
like water. "There are 146 million more 
people hungry today than in 2008.  Chil-
dren are the first to be deprived, if they 
don't get nutrition in the early years, they 
can suffer brain damage." 

Barbara Kentish 
 

St. Augustine’s, Haringay 

Food Security 
People & Planet 
continued from page 1 

Papal Visit 2010 
Where human lives are con-

cerned, time is always short: 

yet the world has witnessed the 

vast resources that govern-

ments can draw upon to res-

cue financial institutions 

deemed “too big to fail”.  

Surely the integral hu-

man development of the 

world’s peoples is no less im-

portant: here is an enterprise, 

worthy of the world’s attention, 

that is truly “too big to fail”. 
 

Pope Benedict XVI 
Westminster, Sept 2010 



VOLUME 8,  ISSUE 3 

English Language Classes  
There are now eight English language 
groups, gearing up again after the summer 
break.  
 
Before the summer we had a very pleasant 
gathering at Vaughan House when we were 
able to thank all those who are volunteering 
to help in the classes, and hear the  experi-
ences and ideas of the students. It became 
apparent that some students were taking 
part in different groups, thus they accumu-
lated more English sessions and improved 
their language skills. As a result, they were 
able to articulate their views with confidence 
at Vaughan House. 
 
It was good to hear the students’ apprecia-
tion of what is being done. Kim, originally 
from Vietnam, shared her simple and sin-
cere gratitude when she said: “Thank you 
that you did not hesitate to find a place and 
time to teach us English.”  
 
For more information about the groups con-
tact Jan Janoszka via the office, or visit  
www.wix.com/JanWJPC/FreeEnglish.   
 
Jan’s latest newsletter is available on the 
Commission webpages (J&P Newsletter) 

Papal Visit - Praise and Protest 
We go to press in the wake of the hugely 
successful Papal Visit. Ellen Teague (for 
Independent Catholic News) writes:  
 
We Catholics have shown our deep love of 
celebrating our community and our faith. 
Catholics yearn to feel part of the wider 
Church community outside their parish or 
school…. I would flag up their tremendous 
faith and loyalty.  

Hyde Park felt like a Catholic Glastonbury. 
We were treated to dance and theatre work 
by people with special needs and minority 
groups, and examples of Catholic projects in 
UK assisting asylum seekers and young 
homeless people. A CAFOD presentation 

showed the amazing extent of Catholic ini-
tiatives addressing poverty and need glob-
ally. After it the 80,000 people present were 
invited to stand and send a positive mes-
sage to the UN in New York to support de-
liberations on the Millennium Development 
Goals, and we did it enthusiastically.  

(from ICN 20th Sept) 

 
But there were protests too, some of which 
many of us might sympathise with.  
Among the group of pilgrims gathered out-
side Lambeth Palace was a cluster of ladies 
holding banners saying: "God is an equal 
opportunities employer – shame about the 
Church". 
 
A few metres along the crash barrier,  
Fr. Joe Ryan from St John Vianney parish 
church in north London surveyed the 
women's protest with wry amusement. 
"Anyone who knows the work of a parish 
priest wouldn't wish it on anyone," he said. 
"The pressure - the abuse you get! You are 
expected to be wonderful with elderly peo-
ple, with children, you are supposed to be 
the life and soul of the party and yet be 
prayerful and solemn at the same time. Who 
can do that?" he asked his parishioners. 
"Someone who can multi-task," said Bar-
bara O'Driscoll. "A woman, perhaps?" 

(from The Guardian, 18th Sept.)  

Around the Diocese 

Page 3 

CAFOD Update 
Pakistan / Fast Day and Beyond 
Thank you for your generosity to our recent 
appeals in response to the emergencies in 
Pakistan and Haiti. CAFOD partners con-
tinue to provide relief work and will continue 
working alongside affected communities 
long after the stories leave our television 
screens. 
 
Such long term work is illustrated by the 
story of a girl named Jeanne featured in the 
forthcoming Harvest Fast Day story. 
 
Jeanne is from Rwanda. In 1994, aged just 
three, she saw her mother and father mur-
dered in the genocide which left nearly a 
million dead in 100 days. Thanks to CAFOD 
supporters, we were able to offer sanctuary 
to so many survivors like Jeanne in the af-
termath of that indescribable horror.   
 
Our partners in Rwanda brought her to-
gether with other orphans of the genocide. 

Together, they supported each other and 
gave each other the strength to carry on. 
These children and teenagers formed coun-
selling groups, established co-operatives so 
that they can grow crops and sell them and 
earn a living. They have brought hope to 
one another, and to Jeanne, who, eventu-
ally, returned to school.  
 
Your Harvest Fast Day donation to CAFOD 
will help make a huge difference to the lives 
of children like Jeanne right now.  

Campaigning for Justice 
I also want to highlight two important Cam-
paign items: 
 
1) A new 10 minute film called “Your King-
dom come” which we hope will be used by 
you to inspire Christians to campaign.  
You can view it on line at 
http://www.cafod.org.uk/yourkingdomcome 
 
Perhaps you might like to show this in your 
parish? You can order a copy of the DVD by 
calling 0207-095-5692. 
 
2) Lobby your MP at their locally surgery on 
5th or 6th November in advance of the forth 
coming climate change talks in Mexico. Sign 
up for the Big Climate Connection (MP 
lobby) online via the CAFOD website 
www.cafod.org.uk/climateconnection 
 

  Tony Sheen 
CAFOD Westminster 

 

Jeanne : Harvest Fast Day 

Ellen Teague at Hyde Park Prayer Vigil 



More from Around 
the Diocese 
 
News from the Areas 
The West Area Network’s June meeting 
was addressed by Fr Patrick Fitzgerald 
MAfr on The Spirituality of Justice and 
Peace. “A spirituality of justice and peace 
according to the mind of Christ must nec-
essarily include vision, ideals, but also 
action” he said. He ended with rallying 
words of encouragement from St. 
Augustine for those times when the task 
seems too great: ‘Without God, we can-
not; without us, God will not’. 
 
North London’s  June meeting wel-
comed Matthew Bolton to talk about Lon-
don Citizens and the planned launch of  
North London Citizens in March next year 
(see July newsletter). Groups have also 
been busy with, for example, soup and 

sandwich drop-in with clothing and money 
offered, climate change campaign activi-
ties, leaflets given out and notice board 
display for ‘Peace in Palestine and Israel’, 
organising a charity supper for a parish 
project, providing two rice banks in Cam-
bodia. Fairtrade stalls are run either 
weekly or monthly in several parishes. 

At Our Lady of Mount Carmel and St 
George parish in Enfield over 600 Pa-
rishioners have written to the Prime Minis-
ter asking him to Act on Global Poverty, 
after Justice and Peace group members 

spoke at all Masses  about the new  
CAFOD Act on Poverty campaign. 
 
Environment Group in Barnet 
The Environment Group at Mary Immacu-
late and St Peter in New Barnet has cele-
brated its first year. These are excerpts 
from an inspiring account from Eileen 
Purnell ...   
 
It would have been wonderful if our parish 
had risen up as one, clamouring to be 
active in showing how much we cared for 
our precious planet and everything that 
dwells on it: proclaiming that we had 
heard and understood the pleas of church 
leaders to embrace our stewardship and 
be eager to prevent more destruction and 
suffering. ... But of course that is not how 
things happen.  It took a strong and brave 
facilitator to ask for volunteers to form a 
steering group ...  Among these we were 
fortunate to have a young man whose 
professional work involved him in Environ-
mental issues.  {Eileen lists activities in-
cluding a whole-parish event, a nature 
walk, a film show with a speaker, a Lit-
urgy, a joint showing of Al Gore’s Incon-
venient Truth with another parish ...} 
 
And so,  our small group, struggling as 
ever with work problems, small babies 
and old age, remains hopeful that a start 
has been made. The parish now knows 
that there are some eager to help to make 
a difference and to be a focus if an issue 
arises when, for example, there’s a threat 
to our own locality or a decision has to be 
made about making the actual structure of 
the church more environmentally friendly.   
 
Our hope is that the care of the earth with 
which we have been entrusted will be-
come second nature and integral to our 
liturgies and communal parish life. 

Network Contacts 

 

North London  Lauri Clark  tel:  020 8803 9267 
   

West London  Clare Hickey  tel:  020 8893 8564 

   Hugh Caldin  tel:  020 8994 6368 
 

East London  c/o Commission tel:  020 8888 5518 
 

Hertfordshire  Adelheid Smith tel:  01727 855931 

Please contact us if you would like  

to  be a parish representative 

 

Westminster Justice & Peace 
Commission 
4 Vincent Road 
London N15 3QH 

 

Phone: 020 8888 5518 
Fax: 020 8888 5554 

Email:  justice@rcdow.org.uk 
 

Working for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and Peace    
In the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of Westminster    
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Westminster Diocese Annual Justice & Peace Day 
 
 
 
 

Exploring the implications of our shopping and  
food choices for the wider world 

Saturday 16th October : 10.00am - 4.00pm 

St John Vianney Parish Centre  
386 West Green Road N15 

with speakers 

Christine Allen : Director of Progressio 

Sheila Dillon : BBC Radio 4 Food Programme 

Edward Echlin : Theologian  and writer  

Workshops with CAFOD, Wells for India, Broadwater Farm 
Community Food Growing,  Spirituality and Urban Gardening  

Fr Robert Pachuta, Enfield Parish 


