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A Word from the Chair 
We have welcomed 2012. The Olympic and Para-Olympic are on the 
horizon. The sense of urgency and expectancy is growing. The 100 
Days of Peace and all the possible celebrations need to be worked on; 
the welcoming of the Pax Christi Icon of peace to each of the three 
dioceses – Brentwood, Southwark and Westminster, has so much po-
tential; the possibility of a vigil / service at St Martins-in-the-Fields and 
a farewell with the Brazilian Community to hand over for the next 
games; our own Finsbury Park mini-Olympic-fun-day on 21st July – this 
is to mention but a few of our events in the coming months. 
 

We had a magnificent Open Commission meeting at St John Vianney’s on 11th January. Thanks to all 
who came, contributed and give witness of what is happening through the diocese on justice and peace 
issues. What a memorable celebration on January 28th at Westminster Cathedral to mark 50 years since 
the founding of CAFOD. 

 
I am actively supporting Occupy London Exchange, mainly on the basis of their mission statement, which 
is very clear and I recommend all to review it. 

 
The 40 page report: The Churches’ Response to the Public Disturbance in London during August 2011  
is well worth a study. Likewise the North London Citizen’s Inquiry into the Tottenham Riots launched on 
7th February 2012 is a must read for those in process of working for reconciliation within communities. 

 
Thanks to all your work on the Justice and Peace front. We keep working together to make a better world 
for all. 

Fr. Joe Ryan 

The 100 Days of Peace is around  
100 Days Away - what’s going on... 
This summer the whole of London will be focused on the Olympic and Paralympic Games.  June 
8th marks the start of our 100 Days of Peace, 50 days before the Olympic Opening Ceremony.  Lots 
of things will be happening in the next few months:  

The torch procession will start on May 18th, an op-
portunity to hold community events and offer Fair-
trade hospitality. Our Fairtrade Coffee Morning 
will give you ideas:  March 3rd at St John Vianney 
Parish Centre, 10.30 to 12.30.    Order your book-
let of suggestions from www.traidcraft.org.uk  or 
collect one at the Coffee Morning.   
 
A Prayer Walk around the 
Olympic site will be led by 
Colette Joyce, our 100 Days 
project coordinator.  Meet at 
Bromley by Bow Underground at 
10.45, March 31st.   
 
A Day of Reflection on ‘Peacefulness’ on Satur-
day 28th April 10.00am-1.00pm at The Well, St. 
Anne’s Road N15 
 
There will be  a Prayer Vigil at St Martin in the 
Fields on June 8th-9th, to launch the 100 Days of 
Peace—pray for peace for London, for the Games 
and for our world, running from 10pm on Friday 
June 8th to noon on June 9th.  Details to follow. 

A Music for Peace Workshop for singers and 
musicians of all ages and abilities to learn music to 
inspire our work for peace. Saturday 18th June 
10.00am-1.00pm at St John Vianney Parish Cen-
tre, N15.   
 
Meanwhile the Pax Christi Peace Icon will start its 

progress around the London bor-
oughs on June 8th, going to 5 par-
ishes in Westminster,  five in Brent-
wood and five in Southwark, finish-
ing in St George’s Cathedral, 
Southwark, on October 27th, when 
there will be a ceremony with the 
Brazilian Community to hand over 

our peace legacy for Rio 2016!   The 5 Westmin-
ster parishes are, Welwyn Garden City, West 
Green, Wapping, Bishops Stortford and St Johns 
Wood.  Hatfield will also host the Icon at later date, 
probably in August.   
If you have not organised your own parish peace 
event, and are looking for ideas, contact us for the 
resource booklet, and look on the Peace Legacy 
website  www.peacelegacy.org.uk  



FairTrade  
Fortnight 
27th Feb—11th March 
The London Organising Committee for the 
Olympic Games and Paralympic Games 
(LOCOG) have decided that all the tea, 
coffee, sugar and bananas served at 
official sites and venues will be Fairtrade.  
 

The Olympic Torch Relay begins on May 
19th and will be passsing through London 
boroughs in the final week 21st-27th July. 
Westminster J&P invites you to a Fairtrade 
Fortnight Coffee Morning which will intro-
duce a new resource from Traidcraft and 
More Than Gold suggesting how to com-
bine the Torch Procession and Fairtrade.  
 

Fairtrade Coffee Morning  
Sat 3rd March 10.30 to 12.30  

St John Vianney Parish Centre  
West Green Rd N15  

Email or phone to say you are coming! 

Christians in 
the Holy Land 
Fr Johnny Abu Khalil, Parish Priest of 
Nablus in Palestine, was invited to the UK 
by Pax Christi for a speaking tour last No-
vember. He was able to visit several par-
ishes in our Diocese, telling his story. 
 
He explained why Christians are leaving 
the Holy Land – settlements; check-points; 
security wall, and Israeli policy etc. 
He also described the personal intimida-
tion he experienced getting his group of 50 
people to visit Jerusalem at Easter time. 
 
He described the land-grabbing; starting in 
1948; then after the six days war of 1967; 
the Intifada of 1995 etc, all a clear policy 
to exclude non-Jews from the new state of 
Israel. The amount of land now owned by 
Palestinians in what was their own country 
has been greatly reduced. All the Resolu-
tions, Agreements, Statements  have been 
ignored by the state of Israel! 

 
Fr Johnny said, yes, by all means have 
security. But there is no place for intimida-
tion; humiliation and the delaying tactics, 
so that workers etc, could be delayed 1-6 
hours at one of the few crossings of the 
‘separation wall’. He explained that the 
Wall divides communities; links with 
neighbouring towns; access to one’s land 
etc., all an orchestrated plan to punish  the 
local people, mainly Palestinians, it is 
known as “collective punishment”; but all 
in the name of security. 
 
When asked, “What can we do? Fr Johnny 
asked for our prayers, support and inter-
est, he spoke of the possibility of twinning 
with people, towns and parishes in Pales-
tine. We need to be vocal, because si-
lence gives the impression of abandon-
ment. If we have concern, then we need to 

speak out. He was very forthright in ex-
plaining the sad plight of Christians, Mus-
lims, and Palestinians in the present state 
of Israel. The story has to be told and with-
out prejudice! 
 

Caring for 
God’s Creation 
Our Environmental Mission is a new 
leaflet produced by Westminster Diocese, 
offering guidance to its parishes about the 
environment. It follows a pilot project in a 
number of parishes during 2011, run in 
consultation with the Justice & Peace 
Commission.  
 
The leaflet encourages Catholics to learn 
more about our faith and its message for 
creation, and also includes a range of 
practical ideas on caring for the natural 
world through living simply and sustaina-
bly. This will give an opportunity for par-
ishes either to initiate new efforts towards 
their care for creation, or to extend their 
efforts in new directions.  This is a task for 

the whole parish, and batches of leaflets 
will be distributed to parishes during Feb-
ruary and March. 
 
Solar Panels  
The Pilot Group identified quite early that 
there was much confusion about the tech-
nology of solar energy.  Luckily, one pa-
rishioner from Northwood could help. 
Richard Hodkinson had already been ac-
tive in helping his own parish work on this.   
The parish house now heats its water with 
solar power.  Some parishes without this 
expertise were floundering, however:  so-
lar heating was too expensive, could not 
be installed on particular roofs, involved 
too much capital expenditure for a small 
parish, and so on.   
Richard came to the rescue with his very 
helpful booklet, which has been worked on 
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2012 Mayoral 
Election 

Caritas Social Action Network (CSAN) is 
currently collecting ideas, from the Catho-
lic community, of key requests and sug-
gestions to put to the London Mayoral 
candidates ahead of the election on 3rd 
May next year. 
 
With serious challenges facing London 
around issues such as housing, poverty 
and crime, CSAN feels it is important for 
a strong, clear Catholic voice to speak up 
for the city’s most vulnerable and margin-
alised people. 
 
CSAN’s recent workshops have gener-
ated a number of exciting and innovative 
suggestions for the next mayor, focusing 
on a range of areas from helping disabled 
Londoners to get around to reducing 
gang violence. 
 
To share your thoughts or to find out 
more about CSAN’s work in this area 
please contact Liam Allmark on 
liam.allmark@cbcew.org.uk 

Fr Johnny Khalil with Fr. Joe Ryan 

The environment must be seen  
as God’s gift to all people, and the 
use we make of it entails a shared  
responsibility for all humanity,  

especially the poor and  
future generations 

Pope Benedict XVI,  
World Peace Day 2010 



together with Tim Gilbert from the Diocesan 
Property Department, and Paolo Camoletto, 
Head of Finance.  The Justice and Peace 
Commission was very pleased that other 
departments were leading on this very im-
portant issue.  
 

Copies can be obtained from either of these 
offices, and will also be available on the 
Diocesan website.   Contact Barbara for 
further information.   
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CAFOD Update 
I was thirsty and you gave me to drink 
Water is an integral part of our daily lives 
and of our spiritual lives. Every day I am 
lucky to have enough water to drink, to pre-
pare food, to shower, and to wash clothes. 
At church we use water in the sacraments 
such as Baptism and at daily Mass. 
 
However, across the world nearly a billion 
people are unable to access clean water 
and 1.4 million children die each year as a 
result of unclean water and unsafe sanita-
tion. Every thirty seconds a child dies as a 
result of a dirty-water related disease. This 
is not acceptable. Jesus was very clear that 
it is our Christian duty to give our brothers 
and sisters in need food and drink. He went 
on to say the Father will judge us on our 
response to his invitation.  
 
As we start 2012 I hope you will all join CA-
FOD in our Thirst for Change campaign. It is 
shocking that one in eight of our brothers 
and sisters do not have access to clean 
water. Lack of clean water not only puts 
people at risk of life-threatening diseases 
like cholera and dysentery, it also leads to 
many hours lost walking for water. As young 
women and girls often do most of the water 
collecting, they may miss out on school or 
be too tired to concentrate during lessons. 
The effort of carrying  large buckets of water 
puts a strain on young bodies and those 
fetching water suffer from back and neck 
pains. In areas where water is scarce, peo-
ple also find themselves competing with 
animals for resources or having to go to the 
toilet outside where they can fall victim to 
predators, both animal and human 
 
With time running out for world leaders to 
meet the Millennium Development Goal of 
halving this number of people living without 
sanitation and clean water by 2015. This is 

particularly urgent in sub-Saharan Africa 
where at current rates where we are set to 
miss the water target by 20 years and the 
sanitation target by nearly 200 years.   We 
need to urge David Cameron to take the 
lead during his presidency of the G8 and 
push for concrete commitments to ending 
water poverty!  
 
We hope you will order some campaign 
postcards and organise a card signing ses-
sion in your parish after Mass one Sunday 
before May, when the world’s most powerful 
leaders meet at the G8 summit. 
 
Lent Fast 
We also hope you will be able to help CA-
FOD take advantage of a wonderful oppor-
tunity of raising money this Lent. 
 
CAFOD has just reached agreement that 
everything you raise for us during Lent will 
be matched by DFID (The Department for 

International Development).  We hope with 
your help with will be able to maximise this 
wonderful one off opportunity for fundraising 
for CAFOD. 
 
This year, our Lenten focus will be on pro-
jects where CAFOD is bringing clean drink-
ing water to many people in countries such 
as Zambia and Zimbabwe. People such as 
Marian, who has benefited from a new water 
supply from a newly dug community bore-
holes. Before support funded by CAFOD, I 
used to spend five hours a day carrying 
water and we were living in the dark of chol-
era  said Marian. Please can you do all you 
can to fundraise for CAFOD in your parish 
this Lent and the total figure will be matched 
by the Government. 
 
CAFOD is also producing a set of weekly 
reflections around water which we hope you 
will incorporate into your prayers and litur-
gies. 
 
Key dates for your diary and your parish‘s 
diary are: 
- 25 and 26 February—Please distribute 
Fast Day envelopes, give a short talk at 
Masses about CAFOD‘s work. 
- 2 March —Fast and pray for CAFOD‘s 
partners around the world. Perhaps you 
could also organise an event like a prayer 
service or frugal lunch to mark the day in 
your parish? 
- 3 and 4 March —Please arrange to collect 
Fast Day envelopes. 
 
Please contact CAFOD Westminster for 
more deta i ls :  020  8449 6970  
or westminster@cafod.org.uk. 

 

Let justice flow like a river and righteous-
ness like an ever-flowing stream 

Amos 5:24 

 

Solar panels at the Vatican 

Practical Engagement  
in Justice & Peace  

A Day of Training and Workshops  
to help you make it happen 

 
Saturday 10th March 

10.00am-4.00pm at Amigo Hall,  
St George's Cathedral, Lambeth Rd. SE1  

 

office@southwarkjandp.co.uk  
Tel 020 7928 9742  



Around the Networks 
East London 
Cate Tuitt writes from Bethnal Green:  
We kicked off to a flying restart to the 
reformation of the Justice and peace 
group As with other groups, getting mem-
bers together can prove difficult. 
So making full use of the information tech-
nology we have been able to discuss 
ideas and our Fairtrade campaign, some-
times virtually.  
 
The church is now well on its way to 
achieving Fairtrade status, and we have 
engaged other parts of the parish. Initially, 
the priest was hesitant, but with the wine 
tasting and some campaigning and the 
setting up of our now regular Fairtrade 
stall we have been able to slowly but 
surely move things forward. 
 
The group is planning an event for 100 
Days of Peace. We have a date set for 
Friday June 8th and will be holding a 
Peace Lunch, provided by local part-
ners, and a Peace sing - along mini con-
cert. All the songs will be peace themed 
songs. (Original composition is welcome).  
  
Anyone who is able to contribute to this is 
welcome, if you can play a guitar then join 
us in the terrace of Our Lady of the As-
sumption church Victoria Park Square, 
Bethnal Green, E2 from 12.00 midday.  
  
This will be followed by a peace church 
service, where other faiths and those of 
none will join us. (Adults and children) 
 

North London 
Not surprisingly there was a lengthy dis-
cussion about last summer’s riots at North 
London’s November meeting and several 
people, including Fr Joe, had attended 

post riot meetings organised by Haringey 
Council and London Citizens. Schools in 
Haringey held a walk for peace in Octo-
ber. There is some optimism with the start 
of a mentoring scheme in Crouch End, 
and there are other initiatives include a 
new Winter Shelter opening in New Bar-
net and a Foodbank at the planning 
stage.  

Other groups and parishes support desti-
tute refugees at London Catholic Worker 
house with donations of food and a cook-
ing rota.  The homeless are also sup-
ported via The Passage, Cardinal Hume 
Centre (both Westminster) and St Ignatius 
(Stamford Hill and Wapping). 
 
CAFOD is supported with the Harvest 
collection and World Gift booklets and 
Fairtrade promotion is continuing  in sev-
eral parishes. West Green are working 
towards a Live Simply Parish Award.  
 
Correction 
Last month we reported that Barbara had 
attended a meeting in  Edmonton Parish 
where they hoped to set up a new J&P 
group. It was in fact the neighbouring par-
ish in Ponders End. 

 

Hertfordshire 
There has been an impressive range of 
J&P related activities in Hertfordshire dur-
ing the last six months.  
 
Support for CAFOD and promotion of 
Fairtrade continues in many parishes, and 
in some places ecumenical support for 
Christian Aid as well. In St Albans both 
RC parishes participated in Christian Aid 
events during Christian Aid Week. Hitchin 
parish organised a prayer vigil for the UN 
Climate Conference in November and 
they will be promoting CAFOD’s Thirst for 
a Change campaign,. 
 
There was also much support for the dis-
possessed, persecuted and rejected - 
often in conjunction with other Churches 
and organisations: practical and financial 
help for the homeless and for asylum 
seekers, moral support for prisoners of 
conscience through letter/card writing 
campaigns (e.g. in Welwyn Garden City 
and Borehamwood).   
 
Peace between nations and faiths have 
also continued to preoccupy many. Talks 
by Father John Khalil  about the plight of 
Palestinians, especially Christians, were 
well attended in Welwyn Garden City, as 
well as St Albans and Hemel Hempstead. 
 
A One World Week event in St Bartholo-
mew’s, St Albans, brought together a 
Christian and a Muslim speaker present-
ing and discussing ‘Peace Perspectives 
from the Christian and Muslim Faiths’. 
The outcome of the talks and discussion 
was entirely positive: It showed without 
doubt that Christians and Muslims can 
live and work together in harmony and 
friendship – as demonstrated in Luton.  

 

Westminster Justice & Peace 
Commission 
4 Vincent Road 
London N15 3QH 

 

Phone: 020 8888 4222 
Fax: 020 8888 4333 

Email:  justice@rcdow.org.uk 
 

Working for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and Peace    
In the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of Westminster    

Network Contacts 

 

North London  Lauri Clark  tel:  020 8803 9267 
   

West London  Clare Hickey  tel:  020 8893 8564 

   Hugh Caldin  tel:  020 8994 6368 
 

East London  c/o Commission tel:  020 8888 4222 
 

Hertfordshire  Adelheid Smith tel:  01727 855931 

Please contact us if you would like  

to  be a parish representative 
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Schools Peace Walk in Haringey 


