
‘Called to be Peacemakers—who me?’ 
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This year the ecumenical J & P conference 
was organised by Pax Christi and the  
Fellowship of Reconciliation, exploring the 
theme of peacemaking for ordinary people. 
The keynote speakers, Father John Dear SJ, a 
Pax Christi activist from the United States, and 
Zoughbi Zoughbi, founder and director of 
Wi’am, the Palestinian Centre for Conflict 
Resolution, took us into realm far from the  
ordinary, however.  John Dear described his 
own journey, inspired by the challenge to 
take the Beatitudes seriously, towards a  
vigorous campaign against the latest round 
of nuclear weapon manufacturing  
programmes in the United States.  Zoughbi 
Zoughbi, who works as a Christian but in an 
interfaith context, observed that it had been 
easier to travel from Israel to Derbyshire than 
from Bethlehem to Jerusalem, since  
Bethlehem is now a ghetto behind the  
ever-extending wall separating Jews from  
Palestinians.  The inspiring panel of witnesses 
included Maya Evans, from Justice not 
Vengeance, Ihtisham Hibatullah from the 
Muslim Association of Great Britain, and Roula 
Marrouf, a third generation Palestinian from 
Lebanon explaining their own non-violent 
struggles for peace.   
 
 Divisions in our liturgies saddened, yet  
challenged us. This was not a cosy weekend 
of idle and pious dreams.  With such  
courageous role models, we did, however, 
come away with much hope. 
 
Fittingly, we celebrated the achievements of 
Bruce Kent and Valerie Flessatic, two well-
known peace activists, and presented them 
with a celebratory peace award in recogni-
tion of their many years of witness.   Their book  
 

of 2007 Advent reflections, ‘Another world is  
possible, another world is here’, is now  
available from Kevin Mayhew at £5.99, 
sales@kevinmayhewltd.com.  
 

 
 

Prayers for Zimbabwe 
 
Our prayers are with the people of  
Zimbabwe as Bishop Pius Ncube undergoes 
such public humiliation. Whatever the truth 
of the charges, Pius Ncube has stood up for 
the poor and persecuted population of his 
country, against the oppression of human 
rights and the deliberate sabotage of the 
economy. His fellow Catholic bishops have 
supported him, and we pray that they may 
persevere in their struggle for justice. 

 

Simply No Hands But Ours 
 

St. John Vianney Parish Hall, West Green Road, N15 3QL 
 
“Yes, but what can WE do?” is often the question left after some inspiring talk.  This year we aim 
for some answers.  Last November we heard Father Sean McDonagh’s erudite and passionate 
exposition of the challenge of climate change for Christians.  No-one can now think that it is 
nothing to do with us.  On November 3rd this time, we hear from Chris Bain, Director of CAFOD, 
whose talk about the Live Simply initiative will explain the implications for our own lifestyles: how 
we relate to people poorer than us, our carbon footprint, how we respond to conflict situations, 
and much more.  Gillian Straine, an Anglican writer and ordinand, will talk to us about the  
practicalities of “going green”.  Workshops  will be held on poverty, lifestyle, an Islamic environ-
mental approach, further exploration of Live Simply, and even, “Making your churches bloom”!  
Our title for the day refers to St Teresa of Avila’s well-known prayer, that Jesus has no eyes but 
ours, no hands but ours.  We hope everyone will depart with some practical plan in mind.  

Diocese of westminster  

10 am—4.30 pm 
Saturday 3rd            Our Annual Day 

Fr John Dear, SJ, and Zoughbi Zoughbi,  
Palestinian community leader. 

 



Page 2 

 

Still Human, Still Here 

JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMISSION 

The weekly refugee English class in St Mellitus parish is always 
a wake up call.  Our students have not been lounging 
around a hotel pool, or exploring country lanes.  Back after 
our summer break, one of the Congolese ladies told me 
they had been campaigning for a High Court decision on 
whether a fellow national should be deported. The Home 
Office was operating on outdated country evidence, and if 
this could be proved, then the status of many more could 
be safeguarded.  Hundreds, if not thousands of destitute 
asylum seekers have had their cases decided on outdated, 
inaccurate country evidence, hence being deported, or 
under threat of deportation back to situations of danger.   
The Democratic Republic of Congo is still, for instance, in a 
highly unstable state, and refugee centres are filled with 
Congolese who tell a different story from Home Office  
employees.   
 

Yet at a focus meeting I attended last week I heard that the 
Mayor of London’s Refugee Integration Strategy does not 
include the vast number of persons without legal status in 
London.  So we must carry on raising awareness of those 
who are not allowed to work, claim benefit, or apply for 
housing, known in the Church Action on Poverty Campaign 
as “Living Ghosts”.  We can join in campaigns for their  
human rights by joining up with London Citizens, and their 
“Strangers into Citizens” campaign, or the Amnesty “Still  
Human, Still Here” campaign, or indeed the Church Action 
on Poverty one mentioned.  Amnesty’s report on destitute 
asylum seekers reveals some shocking facts about their 
plight, using some information from the Notre Dame Centre 
mentioned below, amongst other sources.  As well as  
campaigning there are practical ways to help:   
 

The Notre Dame Refugee Centre in Leicester Square  
urgently needs donations for travel assistance, dried food 
and toiletries for distribution, and good second-hand 
clothes.  Contact details are, 5 Leicester Place W1,  
telephone 0207440 2660.   
 

The London Churches Refugee Fund needs money for  
projects across London, which are being run in many 
church halls and community centres. A grand launch for this 
fund was held at Westminster Abbey in June, with some 
Ugandan musicians providing colourful elements to the  
Evening Service.   Contact details, Regent Square United 
Reformed Church, 86 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9RT. 
 

The St Mary Magdalen Language Centre provides English 
Language lessons for all refugees, though there have  
recently been cuts in funding to destitute asylum seekers.  
They need donations for food parcels and second-hand 
clothes. Contact them at St Mary Magdalene’s Centre for 
Refugees and Asylum Seekers, Holloway Road, London N7 
8LT, telephone, 0207 609 2616.   
 

St Mellitus English Morning needs volunteers for small group 
English conversations on a Friday morning.  Other language 
classes are being started at churches in different parts of 
the diocese.  Contact this office for details.   0208 888 5518   
 

The Jesuit Refugee Service supports mainly those who have 
been arbitrarily placed in Immigrant Removal Centres such 
as Harmondsworth, Yarls Wood or Campsfield, where there 
are over 3000 asylum seekers in what amounts to prisons, on 
any one day, who have committed no crime except apply-
ing to Britain for asylum.  They need funds for travel and 

phone calls for asylum seekers,  and basics such as toiletries, 
dried foods and stationery.  Their contact details are:  6 
Melior Street, London SE1 3QP, telephone 0207 357 0974.   
 

Barbara Kentish 
 

 
 

Father Joe writes 
 
Dear Friends 
 

Welcome to the autumn edition of our J&P newsletter. As I 
write, ‘Climate Change Week’ begins—in the USA there is 
awareness and an involvement by Mr. Bush that we have 
not seen before. Hopefully a further chapter can be 
opened for all of us who have been involved in the wider 
issues of climate change. 
 

On 17th September, Barbara and I visited the House of 
Commons for a meeting chaired by Clare Short MP (former 
British Minister for International Development). Three  
speakers addressed the gathering. Bishop Christopher  
Toohey, Chair of Catholic Earthcare Australia spoke of his 
work in pushing forward the Church’s responsibility of caring 
for God’s creation. Bishop Guitierrez and Bishop Pueblos, 
both from Mindanao in the Philippines spoke of the  
campaign to halt destructive large scale mining in their 
country. 
 

We continue the task of making Westminster a Fairtrade 
Diocese. Good progress has been made to date but a lot 
of convincing and encouraging  is yet to be done. 
 

The question of support for Amnesty International after their 
recent vote on abortion has raised a number of concerns. 
Having listened to both sides of the debate—it is all more 
complex than meets the eye. The debate has to go on. 
 

Our Annual Justice and Peace Day takes place on  
Saturday 3rd November here at St. John Vianney Parish 
Centre. Our title ‘Simply No Hands But Ours’ give our main 
speakers, Chris Bain, Director of CAFOD and Gillian Straine, 
co-author of ‘For Creed and Creation’ ample scope to lead 
us in our deliberations. Please come along and bring a 
friend. 
 

Many thanks to all who are supporting Justice and Peace 
issues on a daily basis. 

Fr. Joe Ryan 

The students of the St. Mellitus class 
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West London J&P Network 
 

The highest profile news from West  
London is that, as a result of the efforts of 
congregations in several parishes, whose 
representatives worked on the steering 
committee with other faith and  
community groups in the area, Fairtrade 
status was finally awarded to the  
Borough of Hounslow on 1 August. In the 
same month, the parish of the  
Immaculate Heart of Mary in Hayes 
opened a Fair Trade shop inside a  
secure, permanent ‘shop’ at the back of 
the Church, in which fairly traded goods 
will be sold after all Masses on Saturdays 
and Sundays. Several other parishes held 
regular Traidcraft stalls and other events, 
keeping this justice and peace issue at 
the forefront of parish awareness. 
 

Over the summer, the regular activities of 
parish groups continued with participa-
tion in the CAFOD ‘Unearth Justice’  
campaign at St Aidan’s, East Acton, and 
several parishes, including St Margaret’s 
in Twickenham and St James’ in  
Hampton Hill, worked on the Campaign 
Against Arms Trade to close down the  
Defence Export Services Organisation 
(DESO), which, using taxpayers’ money, 
had facilitated sales of arms in Britain by 
private arms companies for 40 years, and 
they are planning to support the ‘Cut the 
Carbon’ March when it reaches London 
on 2 October. 
 

On 22 September, the Network invited a 
representative of West London Citizens to 
one of its regular meetings, to speak 
about the work of London Citizens build-
ing relationships and promoting common  
interests by peaceful negotiation  
between all areas of civil society 

throughout London, including faith 
groups, different social, national and  
ethnic groups and also associations 
such as community groups and trades 
unions, in support of its campaigns for a 
fair Living Wage (£7.20 per hour  
minimum) for workers in the NHS, hotels, 
shops and offices, and the ‘Strangers 
into Citizens’ campaign for an earned 
amnesty for migrants, which are now 
chalking up notable successes. 
 

Hugh Caldin 
 

Herts J&P Network 
 

Considering the ‘quiet’ holiday period, 
Hertfordshire has been quite busy with 
justice and peace related activities. I 
write ‘justice and peace’ here without 
capitals, because many of these  
activities have been taking place in 
conjunction with and under the  
umbrella of other organisations and  
initiatives, e.g. CAFOD and Fairtrade. 
Many activities are inter-Church, and 
we are delighted this is so. It is pleasing 
to see from the Commission survey that 
many parishes are actively promoting 
Fairtrade, but others could do better in 
this respect.  
 

I have had detailed feedback from 
Welwyn Garden City and their impres-
sive range of J&P related activities: 
monthly CAFOD lunches, a ‘Strawberry 
Tea’ and a barbeque in aid of CAFOD, 
as well as a barn dance, with half the 
profits going to CAFOD. There has also 
been a demonstration in support of the 
Climate Change Bill (J&P together with 
World Development Movement and 
One World Week organisers). The J&P 
group at Our Lady’s,Welwyn, is organis-
ing a fund-raising concert for CAFOD on 

17th November at St Francis Church. 
J&P is clearly alive and well in Welwyn 
Garden City.  
 

Equally impressive is the report from 
Wheathampstead: Marie-Rose Low 
writes:‘In May, two members of our 
group took Bibles, books, toys and two 
boxes of cassettes to Revd Lonni for 
the use of detainees at Yarl’s Wood 
IRC where he is chaplain. These had 
been collected in our local churches. 
We have plans for a similar appeal in 
future.  
 

On an on-going basis, our churches 
collect dried foods (cans, pasta, rice 
etc), baby foods and nappies for the 
Three Rivers Refugee Project. This  
project looks after refugees and  
asylum seekers who fall through the 
net of appeals and deportation and 
are left homeless and penniless, living 
in the shadows of Watford. Since 
these collections began, just a year 
ago, we have donated close to 1000 
items of food…. 
 

Two members of our group also  
support a young mum and child now  
living in Luton, who were brought to 
our attention by the WTRRP. We also 
continue to have a regular monthly 
Traidcraft stall.’ 
 

From St Albans I would only like to 
mention that YACSG (Yarl’s Wood 
Asylum Case Work Support Group) 
has in its first six months tried to help 28 
detainees get effective legal support. 
The work can be distressing at times, 
but is most rewarding. We do need 
more volunteers for YACSG. Many 
other projects are ongoing. 
 

Adelheid Smith          
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Around the J&P Networks 

 London Catholic Worker 
 

The Catholic Worker farmhouse in West 
Hyde, Herts. is in need of the following: 
 

• Food, especially juice, rice, porridge 
oats, dairy products, cooking oil 
 

•  Help with the gardening, cleaning, 
cooking, DIY 

 

If you can help, please contact: 
 

CW Farmhouse 
Lynsters Farm 
West Hyde 
Herts. WD3 9XJ 
Tel:  07983 477819 

Amnesty and the Abortion Issue 
 

Following the international adoption of Amnesty’s position on supporting 
women’s right to abortion, and their commitment to campaigning for its 
decriminalisation, we at Justice and Peace have concluded that despite 
our strong disagreement and disappointment with this vote, there is no 
reason why Catholics must cease from supporting other Amnesty  
campaigns such as the Still Human, Still Here campaign for destitute  
asylum seekers, or for justice for Darfur, or for a ban on cluster bombs, or 
for individuals on death row in the US, or for an end to sex trafficking.  
 

• We can sign cards, write letters, organise meetings, without paying 
membership to Amnesty.  

• We can also continue to express our wish that Amnesty should  
     disengage from this policy, and as for any of our future donations to 

be directed towards campaigns other than this one. 
• You may wish to contact The Association for Christians Against  

Torture as an alternative, as it is neutral on abortion, as Amnesty used 
to be. 



Network Contacts 
North London               Patricia Mulchrone        tel:  020 8444 6780 
                                                          

West London                Clare Hickey                 tel:  020 8893 8564 
 

East London                 Sr. Christine Frost         tel:  020 7987 0257 
(Tower Hamlets) 
 

East London                 Commission                  tel:  020 8888 5518 
(other) 
 

Hertfordshire               Adelheid Smith             tel:  01727 855931                

Diocese of Westminster  
Justice & Peace 

Commission 
4 Vincent Road 

London N15 3QH 
 

Phone: 020 8888 5518 
Fax: 020 8888 5554 

Email:  justiceandpeace@rcdow.org.uk 
 

Working for Justice and Peace 
In the Diocese of Westminster 

 
Page 4 

Just before I moved to London last July, I decided to have 
a Big Clear Out and finally organise my life. Of course, once 
I got started the Big Clear Out quickly turned into a Big  
Reminisce. I dragged dusty boxes out of the loft and found 
childhood diaries, a collection of friendship bracelets, and 
one very special old leaflet. The leaflet talked about  
CAFOD’s work and how young people could get involved 
in campaigning for justice. I must have been handed it 
when I was thirteen years old and I obviously thought it was  
important enough to keep. 
 

Looking at the leaflet, I remembered how I first became 
aware of how injustice causes poverty. When I was at  
secondary school we played The Trading Trainers Game. 
This was a game designed by CAFOD where we pretended 
to be Latin American families making trainers for a multina-
tional company. We worked hard making paper shoes but 
even the teams who produced the most barely made 
enough money to feed themselves. I got a small taste of 
what it might be like to be living in poverty. And I was  
angry. 
 

Soon I was an activist. I even took to the streets – joining the 
Break the Chains of Debt action in Birmingham in 1998. 
 

A decade on, I now work for CAFOD Westminster  
encouraging the emerging generation to get involved in 
campaigning, praying and fundraising to end poverty. I 
have brought together a team of adult volunteers who visit 
confirmation and youth groups all over Westminster and 
talk with young people about social justice and their faith. 
We still use simulations like the Trading Trainer Game that  
affected me so deeply ten years ago, as well as leading 
other interactive activities to help explain why poverty  
exists. 
 

The eagerness among young people to take action has 
been evident. As CAFOD Volunteer Rachel puts it, “The best 
bit has been the genuine interest the groups have shown in 
the work being done by CAFOD and more importantly the 

ideas they have to support their 
brothers and sisters in the  
developing world - from shop-
ping fairtrade to prayer.” 
 

If you would like us to visit the 
young people in your parish, 
contact us on 0208 449 6970 or 
westminster@cafod.org.uk 
 

This Advent, people of all ages 
are invited to reflect on living 
simply by attending the CAFOD 
Live Simply service at Westmin-
ster Cathedral on Saturday 1st 
December at 3pm. The service 
will be joined by Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor and 
will be followed by a ticketed reception with refreshments. If 
you would like further information or to book a reception 
ticket, please contact CAFOD on 02084496970 or westmin-
ster@cafod.org.uk. 
 

A suggested service outline is available if you wish to  
organise your own Advent service. You could also order a 
live simply poster pack, complete with a guide for reflection 
around the images, for use with prayer groups. 
 

As Advent turns into Christmas, we remember ‘tis the season 
to act for justice. CAFOD’s Unearth Justice campaign for an 
ethical trade in gold continues and we invite you to join us 
in lobbying the Council for Responsible Jewellery Practices 
who are currently working out industry standards for clean 
gold. You can do this by signing, and encouraging others to 
sign, a Turnover A New Leaf card. Once you have posted 
the tear-off postcard, you will be left with a golden decora-
tion to hang on your Christmas tree at a time when many of 
us will be giving or receiving jewellery. 
 

Please contact Tony or Eileen at CAFOD Westminster to  
order any of the above resources on 0208 449 6970 or  
westminster@cafod.org.uk. 

 
 

 

Young People and Global Justice 

Celebrating Achievements 
 

For our Annual Day we would like a display board high-
lighting parish Justice and Peace achievements over the 
past year. Please send in a brief report (max. one A4 
page) and possibly a photo or two.  On the day there will 
be an opportunity to add to what is already there. 

 

Sharing ideas in this way could be a very good source for 
future inspiration and will help us to have an overview of 
the work being done in the diocese. 
 

We know there are wonderful things going on and it 
would be good to share this news with others. 
 

Our contact details are at the top of this page. Thank you. 


