
 

 

Palestine: What 
More should we 
be Doing?   
 
South African Churches in 1985 were challenged 
by the ‘Kairos’ document, which asked them to 
oppose the apartheid regime and its evil 
consequences.  Late in 2009, with little fanfare, 
Christian leaders in Israel-Palestine issued a 
similar document, challenging Christian churches 
in Europe to speak out against the oppression of 
Palestinians.  We in the Commission had issued a 
statement over the Israeli attack on Gaza early in 

2009, and then very recently published another 
about the attack on the relief flotilla, which we 
reproduce inside.  In this issue Dr David Toorawa, 
Justice and Peace representative from Sacred 
Heart Church, Berkhamsted, summarises and 
comments on the Kairos Palestine document, 
entitled ‘A Moment of Truth’.  He asks us, where 
do we, the Christian Churches, stand in relation to 
the oppression and violence going on in Israel-
Palestine.  As someone who has seen at firsthand 
the dramatic changes in South Africa, changes 
much supported by the Christian churches, I am 
struck by the similarities.  Many of us can say that 
we opposed apartheid.  Will we be able to say we 
opposed the oppression of the Palestinians?     
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Food and Drink - Choices! Choices! 
At the beginning of this year, I had the privilege of 
making my first visit to Africa. Lagos in Nigeria 
was my first taste of the African Continent. The 
energy of the cities, its habitants; the industry of 
those selling every commodity imaginable on the 
streets and shops was mind-blowing. 
 
The journey from Lagos to Abuja and Kaduna 
was a different experience – a vast country with 
fertile land, mile after mile. I asked myself – “why 
doesn’t all this potential show itself in the lives of 
the majority of the people?” 
There are many answers to this question. It has 
to do with marketing of food produced; it has to 
do with monopoly by multi-national food compa-
nies; it has to do 
with how and 
where the food 
prices are de-
cided (certainly 
not by the farm-
ers who grows 
the crop); it has 
to do with our 
consumption of 
food; our choices 
when we look for 
out-of-season fruits, vegetables etc; it has to do 
with us who are at the end of the distribution 
chain and buy what is set before us in the super-
store; it has to do with us buying and doing our 
weekly shop without thinking too much about 
sources of food or considering food-miles. 
 
I’ve often wondered why New Zealand butter or 
lamb could travel 12,000 miles and still be 
cheaper than that produced in my neighbouring 
countryside. Shopping has become a serious 
business and pastime. The visit to the supermar-
ket / store is now a family outing. All the family 
needs are under one roof. We make a day or 

morning of the event because we can have 
breakfast, dinner and supper in the one activity. 
There will be a place for the children to play in 
safety … yes shopping is now a skilled activity. 
 
We fall into the trap so easily. Decisions are 
made for us, whether the advertisements on TV 
or in the superstore itself. We need to re-examine 
our shopping habits. 
 
The sale of Fairtrade goods has invited us in their 
direction. When we think of the producer and the 
percentage income earned from the commodity 
we buy – we see the difference. We need to do 
our homework. We are faced with so many 

CHOICES on the 
shelves. This too 
was such a con-
trast on my return 
from Africa and 
when I saw the 
choices we have 
in our shopping 
spree. We need to 
be aware that in 
making the cor-
rect choices of 

what we buy, we are in control of the commodi-
ties available on the selection made by the super-
store when we vote with our feet (well in fact 
hands) as we pick produce off the shelves. 

 
This is a very subtle and skilled exercise, needing  
much more precision and practice and eye-
coordination than say in football or snooker or 
any game you are involved in. Our Annual Justice 
and Peace Day in October will look at some of 
those issues and will help us hone our skills in the 
shopping arena. What do you think? 

Fr. Joe Ryan 
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Kairos Palestine was published in Bethle-
hem on 11th December 2009 by the 
Christian people of the Holy Land, the 
Palestinian people, and supported by the 
hierarchies of the majority of the Christian 
Churches represented in the Holy City of 
Jerusalem. 
 
Kairos speaks of opportunity to be 
grasped. It calls for an end to suffering, 
borne of occupation and isolation.  
 
The realities of Israeli military occupation 
mean checkpoints, closures, curfews, 
land & water expropriation, all designed 
to control every aspect of Palestinian life. 
The illegal establishment of Israeli settle-
ments, connected by a network of roads, 
forbidden to all but the settlers, further 
reduces the Palestinian hold on their 
land. The Separation Wall has added the 
final indignity, separating Palestinians 
from family, workplace, education and 
health facilities. The whole process is 
governed by stringent use of passes & ID 
cards. These realities are both unfamiliar 
and repugnant to all those who respect 
liberty and self - determination. 

“A Moment of Truth” is a prayerful docu-
ment, founded on shared Christian faith, 
exuding hope in a just solution to suffer-
ing, and trust in God’s mercy and guid-
ance. Kairos Palestine 2009 is addressed 
to the Palestinian faithful, the Israeli & 
Palestinian leadership, the international 
community, and most significantly the 
Churches of the world. Significantly it 
declares Christian forgiveness for the 
oppressor. 
 
The Christian duty to resist evil is empha-
sised, and non - violent ways of resis-
tance for Palestinian people are explored. 

Evil is not to be repaid with evil.  
 The Israeli leadership is invited to recog-
nise their occupation and accept the offer 
of co-operation & reconciliation. The in-
ternational community is invited to aban-
don “double standards”, to exercise boy-
cott, divestment and sanctions, all eco-
nomic “tools of non violence for justice, 
peace and security for all”. 
 
We too are invited to adopt strategies of 
boycott, divestment and sanctions as a 
meaningful response to occupation. 
There has been a growing movement 
among churches and academic institu-
tions to dissociate themselves from Is-
rael, as long as it remains as occupier. 
 
We are reminded too, of Kairos South 
Africa 1985, when the Christian Churches 
of South Africa identified  & invited the 
self-same methods to end the Apartheid 
regime. This became a turning point for 
those under oppression. 
 
The Churches are asked to abandon the-
ologies that use the Bible to justify “unjust 
political options” and to speak out “with 
regard to Israel’s occupation of Palestin-
ian land” … “Are you able to help us get 
our freedom back, for this is the only way 
you can help two peoples attain justice, 
peace, security, and love? 
 
“I wish to affirm that my preaching is not 
political. It naturally touches on the politi-
cal – and it touches the people’s real lives 
– but it does so in order to illuminate 
those realities and to tell people what it is 
that God wants and what it is that He 
does not  want” (Oscar Romero, 1979) 
.  
Where do our Churches stand? 

Dr David Toorawa 

Kairos Palestine - 

A Moment of Truth 

Justice and Peace Commission  
Condemns Attack on  

Gaza Flotilla 

The Westminster Justice and Peace Commission 
wishes to add its voice to the condemnation of the 
action of the Israeli authorities on the aid mission to 
Gaza. 

The Israeli military attack on an unarmed vessel, 
bearing humanitarian aid deserves our total con-
demnation. It does nothing to further the cause of 
peace in the Middle East, or the reputation of Israel. 
The atrocity, standing in a long line of military excur-
sions going back to 1978, shares common threads 
of loss of innocent life, a lack of proportion and total 
impunity.  

The killing of unarmed civilians on board the Mavi 
Marmara begs the question of what constitutes the 
first aggressive act, and the reasons for the exis-
tence of such flotillas. There is incontrovertible evi-
dence of a humanitarian disaster in Gaza as a result 
of Israel’s blockade since 2007, and subsequent 
military action in Operation Cast Lead. 

The “righteous” who respond with aid, wherever 
they come from, follow the Gospel precepts spelt 
out in Matthew’s parable of the sheep and goats (Ch 
25), and will stand at Jesus’ right hand. The conse-
quences for those that hinder such efforts remain to 
be seen. 

We continue to demand that the Israeli state allow 
relief to be given to the people of Gaza.  We are 
aware that every country is entitled to protect itself 
but this security policy does not over-ride interna-
tional law, UN recommendations or human 
rights.  We also call for an urgent international in-
quiry into this incident, led by the UN and  including 
Israel, Turkey, the EU, Arab States and the US. 
There needs to be a full and transparent airing of 
evidence and a thorough and impartial investigation 
into what happened. 

We further call for an end to the three year blockade 
which is unfair, cruel and inhumane. It must be 
brought to an end because it is unsustainable and 
contributes nothing to finding a peaceful solution. 
The ceasefire negotiated after the 2008-9 Israeli 
blockade on Gaza has been largely effective and 
has been maintained. However, despite this, the 
blockade against Gaza has remained in place with 
no easing of restrictions by Israel and also Egypt 
who assists in the maintenance of it. 

The Vatican has stated that it deplores the use of 
violence, because it makes finding peaceful solu-
tions more difficult. The international community 
knows that the denial of Palestinian rights is one of 
the most urgent and important moral causes of our 
time.  The Commission calls for a negotiated settle-
ment, so as to end Israel’s apparent immunity and 
lack of accountability, using a peaceful, political 
process, which would take into account, at the very 
least, international law, the Geneva Convention and 
human rights, as well as UN rulings.   

Fr Joe Ryan, Commission Chair  

Kairos church leaders 

Separation Wall & Watchtower 



 

 

Sharing Lives Across the World 
The parish community of St Margaret of 
Scotland, Twickenham have become one of 
the first groups to begin building a relation-
ship with CAFOD’s overseas partners 
through the Connect2 initiative. 
 
The parish has been a long supporter of 
CAFOD and recently set up a garden where 
they grow vegetables to sell. Some of the 
proceeds from the garden were donated to 
CAFOD projects in the village of Puenteci-
tos in El Salvador and other similar farming 
communities in Central America through 
Connect2. 
 
Getting to know you 
To introduce themselves to the people of 
Puentecitos, St Margaret’s parishioners 
gathered together photos of parish life 

which were shared with our partners in El 
Salvador by CAFOD Communication Officer 
Sarah Smith-Pearse. Sarah said, “Everyone 
just loved hearing about the vegetable gar-
den.  It had a profound impact... there was 
an 'aahhh' sound that seemed to express 
appreciation, surprise, delight and a deep 
sense of neighbourliness.” 

 
The community in El Salvador sent mes-
sages back to Twickenham, including photo-
graphs of a seed fair that was organised by 
CAFOD partner Jesuit Development Ser-
vice. The seed fair brought together eight 
communities to share local varieties of 
seeds to help promote local biodiversity and 
self-sufficiency. 
 
Would You Like to Connect Too? 
CAFOD partners in Bangladesh, Brazil, 
Cambodia, El Salvador, Ethiopia and 
Rwanda are keen to build relationships with 
parish communities in England and Wales. 
 
If your parish would like further information, 
contact CAFOD Westminster on 020 8449 
6970 or westminster@cafod.org.uk 
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Jimmy Mizen Memorial Service 
A moving service to mark the second anni-
versary of Jimmy Mizen,  murdered in 
South-East London on his sixteenth birthday 
was held in packed Westminster Cathedral 
in early May.  Many of the congregation 
were secondary school students, who acted 
as ushers, readers and choir.    

The names of all the young people mur-
dered were read out, and Jimmy’s parents 
both spoke of the need for forgiveness and 
to build a ‘Legacy of Peace’ for our streets.  
Archbishop Vincent Nichols explained that 
this Legacy should not be just an intention, 
but a construction that must last, and to 
which we must all contribute.   

Bernadette Farrell, musician-hymn-writer 
and South London Citizens Coordinator, led 
the singing with a student choir.  Her work 
with the Mizens, and with the community of 
Lee, helped to establish the existence of 
‘CitySafe Havens’: premises which guaran-
tee youngsters safety if they are in danger 
on the streets, with shop/building managers 
who will immediately call for police help.   
 
Flagging up North London Citizens 
Matthew Bolton, an organiser for London 
Citizens, and lead campaigner for the Living 
Wage Campaign, spoke to a large meeting 
of North London Justice and Peace Network 
on June 14th at St John Vianney’s Parish 
Centre.  He announced the forthcoming 
launch of a North London Citizens organisa-
tion, to complement the existing East, South 
and West London Citizens.  Matthew re-
ported that there were already over 40 insti-
tutions signed up.   
 
Chairing the meeting, Sister Eugenia, of St 
Ignatius parish, Stamford Hill, explained 
how exciting and inspiring she had found 
her own introduction to London Citizens, 
and how fruitful the training had been. St 
Ignatius and St Mellitus parishes, though not 
technically in East London, are both signed 
up to The East London Citizens Organisa-
tion (TELCO). North London Citizens launch 
will be in March 2011.  They are looking for 
a very large hall!   

News from the Areas 
Groups and parishes across the Diocese 
continued to promote Fairtrade, especially 
with stalls and events during Fairtrade Fort-
night. St Bartholomew’s parish in St Albans 
organised a Fairtrade meal bringing to-
gether the parish community and raising 
money for CAFOD. In North London the film 
The Great African Scandal, about rice, co-
coa and gold (see our Spring newsletter), 
has been shown in Stamford Hill and Enfield 
Parishes. St. Mary’s in Hampstead is the 
latest parish to receive certification from the 
Fairtrade Foundation, bringing Westminster 
another step closer to recognition as a Fair-
trade Diocese.  
 
Groups in Herts. continue to lobby for and 
give support to Asylum Seekers, especially 
in the Yarl’s Wood Detention Centre. During 
Refugee Week St. Albans churches hosted 
a talk on Asylum: Truths and Myths by Puck 
de Raadt of the CTBI Churches Refugee 
Network. 
 
In West London, Chiswick Churches for 
Justice and Peace recently invited Pat Gaff-
ney of Pax Christi to speak on Security for 
the Common Good, challenging military 
security strategies, and earlier in the year 
Tony Sheen of CAFOD spoke at Greenford 
parish on the new Connect2 initiative (see 
below). Support for CAFOD is of course a 
common theme across the Diocese. 
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Around the Diocese 

CAFOD Update 

Seed Fair in El Salvador 

 

Barry & Margaret Mizen 



 

 

More from Around 
the Diocese 
 
Mass for Migrants  
Over 2,000 Catholic migrants living and 
working in London have attended the fifth 
annual Mass for Migrants at Westminster 
Cathedral on May Bank Holiday Monday. 
This Mass was organised jointly by the 
Dioceses of Westminster, Southwark and 
Brentwood concelebrated by Archbishop 
Nichols together with the other two Dio-
ceses’ bishops.  Before the Mass migrant 

communities and parishes, many in na-
tional costumes and carrying colourful 
banners, entered the Cathedral in proces-
sion to join the congregation.  

 

English Language Classes  
One of the priorities for new migrants is 
English language tuition. We now have 
around eight parish based groups up and 
running around the Diocese, offering in-
formal conversation classes. Co-ordinator 
Jan Janoszka is also networking with the 
ethnic chaplaincies.   
 

Multi-Faith Pilgrimage  
The 25th Annual Pilgrimage for Peace 
took place in June. It  started with Mass at 
Westminster Cathedral, celebrated by 
Archbishop Vincent Nichols, followed by 
prayers at the tomb of Cardinal Basil 
Hume. The pilgrims then moved on to the 
West London Synagogue for morning 
Shabbat service, which included a Bar 
Mitzvah celebration. After lunch 
the pilgrimage visited the London Peace 
Pagoda in Battersea Park, and then to a 
South London Mosque and a Sikh Gurd-
wara. 

Westminster Diocese Annual Justice & Peace Day 
 
 
 
 

Exploring the implications of our shopping and food choices for the wider world 

Saturday 16th October : 10.00am - 4.00pm 

St John Vianney Parish Centre  
386 West Green Road London N15 3QH 

with speakers 

Christine Allen : Director of innovative development agency Progressio 

Sheila Dillon : Presenter of BBC Radio 4’s topical Food Programme 

Edward Echlin : Theologian  and writer of many books on ecology and religion  

 
Workshops with CAFOD, Wells for India, Broadwater Farm Community Food Growing,   

Spirituality and Urban Gardening, and more.   

Network Contacts 

 

North London  Lauri Clark  tel:  020 8803 9267 
   

West London  Clare Hickey  tel:  020 8893 8564 

   Hugh Caldin  tel:  020 8994 6368 
 

East London  c/o Commission tel:  020 8888 5518 
 

Hertfordshire  Adelheid Smith tel:  01727 855931 

Please contact us if you would like  

to  be a parish representative 

 

Westminster Justice & Peace 
Commission 
4 Vincent Road 
London N15 3QH 

 

Phone: 020 8888 5518 
Fax: 020 8888 5554 

Email:  justice@rcdow.org.uk 
 

Working for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and Peace    
In the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of Westminster    
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Reviewing Commission Priorities 
The J&P Commission has been in the Diocese for over six years and it is three years since we last re-
viewed our priorities. These are currently: Fair Trade, Environment, Refugees & Asylum issues (plus on-
going support for CAFOD and ad hoc response to current events where appropriate).  
 
Following our recent ‘open’ Commission meetings we are now reviewing our work. As part of this we are 
consulting as widely as possible so as to improve our contribution to Justice and Peace. It would be really 
helpful if you could give us your views through the questionnaire accompanying this newsletter, and re-

turn it either by email or post by September 1st.  We expect to report back at the Annual Day in October. 


