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Catholic Social Teaching Website 
The livesimply network has launched a new web-
site www.catholicsocialteaching.org.uk dedicated 
to Catholic Social Teaching. The website will be a 
valuable resource for parishes, schools and peo-
ple wishing to deepen their understanding of the 
faith and explore the link with 
social justice.  
  
Launching the website at 
Heythrop College Bishop John 
Hine of Southwark Archdio-
cese, representing the patrons 
of livesimply, said the website 
would help to equip people to 
respond to the ecological, 
peace and justice challenges 
of the 21st Century, “because 
if our calling is to become more like Christ, then 
we will view what we are doing to our world and 
the injustices of our society as intolerable.” 
  
Once described as the Church’s best kept secret, 
the social teachings offer a blueprint for those 
working for justice both inside and outside the 
Church. The site focuses on the six themed areas 
of human dignity, community and participation, 
care for creation, life and work, peace and solidar-
ity. 
 
 Contributors include South African Archbishops 

Desmond Tutu and Kevin Dowling, Archbishop 
Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of York John Sen-
tamu, Ellen Teague, Mary Colwell and Bruce 
Kent. 
 

Welcoming the new website, 
Archbishop Vincent Nichols 
of Westminster said: "This 
website will be useful 
whether you’re coming to 
Catholic Social Teaching for 
the first time or whether you 
want to find out a bit more 
on this journey of discovery. 
  
“It (the website) is very impor-
tant because Catholic Social 

Teaching is such a crucial exploration and appli-
cation of the faith which is so formative in our lives 
and so important for us all." 
  
Speaking at the launch, US Catholic author and 
lecturer Megan McKenna, said that Catholic So-
cial Teaching was about ‘what people deserve 
simply because they are human beings’. And she 
ended with the challenge: “If your religion doesn’t 
make you more compassionate, truthful and just, 
and stop you thinking about yourself, then it is no 
religion at all.” 

Fr Joe to Join Delegation to Turkey 
18th October saw the start of the mass trial of 151 
high profile Kurdish politicians and human rights 
defenders in Turkey. Their arrests followed the 
success of the anti-government Peace and 
Democracy Party (BDP) in the Kurdish region in 
local elections in March 2009.  
 
The detainees include 8 elected mayors from the 
BDP, former members of parliament, and some of 
the most talented and experienced leaders of the 
BDP and its youth and women's branches.  Most of 
those in the dock have been in pre-trial custody for 
extreme lengths of time, some as long as 19 
months.   
 
Individual defences were just beginning when the 
decision was taken on 11th November 2010 to 
suspend the trial, following an impasse over the 
suspects’ insistence on delivering their defences in 
their native language, Kurdish; a request the 
prosecution has continuously refused. 
 
The trial resumes at Diyarbakir on January 13th.  
Fr Joe Ryan, Chair of Westminster Justice and 

Peace Commission, has been 
asked to be part of a 
delegation of observers 
together with a number of 
MPs and legal professionals. 
There will also be an 
opportunity to meet the 
families of the detainees, 
politicians, lawyers and local communities’ leaders. 
Obviously this will give a deeper understanding of 
the complexities of all that is involved in this trial. 
 
Although he will be there in his capacity as Chair of 
the Justice and Peace Commission there are in 
fact a large number of Kurdish and Turkish people 
live within the boundaries of his parish of St John 
Vianney, West Green. which is also home to the 
Kurdish Centre at Portland Gardens.  
 
Fr. Joe writes: I go as an independent witness. I 
will try to report back and tell my story without 
prejudice. I am not sure if I am really looking 
forward to the trip, yet I feel privileged to have been 
invited. Watch this space! 

The Development Team  
present the new Website 
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“Supermarkets are far too powerful, and 
faith groups can support the growth in 
alternative food sources” suggested the 
presenter of BBC Radio 4’s The Food Pro-
gramme,  at the Westminster Annual Jus-
tice and Peace Day in October. In an 
event asking the question: ‘How does our 
weekly food shop affect the planet?’ food 
journalist Sheila Dillon criticised Tesco’s 
control of 38% of the UK food market, say-
ing “this is way above what the Monopoly 
Commission says is a monopoly”.   

She deplored the poor quality of much 
cheap and processed food, and the low 
wages of supermarket employees, de-
scribing the current model as being “very 
destructive in stopping people from eating 
better”. She also felt that the UK govern-
ment has failed to control supermarkets, 
putting the interests of “Tesco and their 
chums” ahead of consumers.  “This is why 
I am now interested in alternatives,” she 
said, “such as farmers’ markets, box 
schemes and the Food for Life programme 
in schools”.  
 
The Westminster Day attracted around 
100 participants from around the archdio-
cese and it took its focus on food from 
July’s annual conference of the National 
Justice and Peace Network, ‘Our Daily 
Bread – Food Security, People and 
Planet’.  
 
Another speaker, Christine Allen, Execu-
tive Director of Progressio, called for more 
support for small-scale agriculture and 
gave the example of Malawi, where gov-
ernment support for organic agriculture 
has led to more emphasis on composting 
systems than on imported fertilisers and to 
raised farmers’ incomes. 
 
“Large-scale technology is not always the 
answer” she said. The latest Encyclical 
Letter of Pope Benedict XVI, Caritas in 
Veritate, was quoted in its call for fair trade 

and greater financing for agricultural de-
velopment.  Also, the Pope’s annual mes-
sage for World Food Day, released on 15 
October, where he brought attention to 
"one of the most urgent goals for the hu-
man family: freedom from hunger".  Pro-
gressio promotes food sovereignty, where 
communities in the global south are sup-
ported in taking control over their food, 
using a diversity of production methods. 
 
The third speaker,  eco-theologian Edward 
Echlin, himself an organic food grower, 
touched on themes from his latest book, 
Climate and Christ, by urging that food be 
sourced as close to home as possible and 
be respectful of the earth and community 
of creatures. He practices what he 
preaches, growing vegetables and 90 va-
rieties of fruits organically in his garden in 
East Sussex. He also supports the Chris-
tian Ecology Link LOAF principles for 
sourcing food, that is food which is Locally 
produced, Organically grown, Animal 
friendly, and Fairly traded.  
 
Bishop George Stack, the Honorary Chair 
of Westminster Diocese Justice and 
Peace Commission, described the day as 
“a very vibrant expression of what Pope 
Benedict said in his recent address in 
Westminster Hall, where he expressed the 
willingness of the Catholic Church to enter 
into a conversation with UK people on 
issues of living together in unity and with 
justice”.   
 
The venue was the West Green parish of 
St John Vianney where parishioners laid 
on a tasty international lunch which in-
cluded the West African dishes of ‘Moi 
Moi’ and roasted goat meat. And over 
lunch, participants visited resource stalls 
run by a range of justice and peace groups 
including Progressio, CAFOD, Columban 
Justice and Peace and Pax Christi. 
 
Parish priest Fr Joe Ryan, who heads the 
Justice and Peace Commission, said the 
day followed on from other annual days on 
‘Creation Theology’ and ‘Living Simply’. 
These have led him to start up a parish 
garden growing fruit and vegetables and 
he showed off his current crop of potatoes, 
carrots and apples.  
He and fieldworker Barbara Kentish also 
pushed for more parishes in the archdio-

cese to embrace fair trade. It was an-
nounced that 74 out of Westminster’s 216 
parishes are now Fair Trade parishes and 
the goal is 120, which would mean West-
minster becoming a Fair Trade Archdio-
cese, along the lines of the Archdiocese of 
St. Andrews and Edinburgh in Scotland.  A 
diocesan environment policy is also being 
developed. 

Food for Thought at Annual Day 

Urgent Need for ESOL 
Teaching Volunteers 

 

The successful language classes for 
migrants and refugees have resumed in 
the New Year, with some 8 or 9 groups 
now up and running. In recent months 
new groups have been established at  
Poplar and Bow Common in East Lon-
don. Full details may be found on the  
English classes website www.wix.com/
JanWJPC/FreeEnglish 
 
But the groups depend on volunteers 
and we are looking for more help-
ers.  Particular needs are in the new 
East London groups mentioned above, 
and in the Willesden and Neasden area. 
in North West London If you would like to 
help please contact our Coordinator, Jan  
Janoszka at jan.wjpc@yahoo.co.uk  or 
07910 943840. 

Sheila Dillon : Radio4 Food Programme 

FairTrade foods in the ‘Marketplace’ 



Blazing a Trail: Dioce-
san Environment  Policy 
Ten parishes have signed up to pilot the 
new Environment Policy recently drawn up 
by the Diocesan Environment Group.  Par-
ish priests and some lay people will meet in 
early February, with the support of Bishop 
John Arnold, to compare progress on envi-
ronmental issues in their own parishes.   
Some are already involved in recycling ef-
forts, gardening, light-bulb changing, and 
water saving.  The pilot group will undertake 
further measures, then review their efforts, 
and finally  make recommendations to par-
ishes throughout the diocese.   
 
The parishes so far signed up are New 
Southgate, Potters Bar, Manor House, Com-
mercial Road, Ealing Abbey, Barnet, North-
wood, St Albans (St Alban and St Stephen), 
Pimlico and Stamford Hill.  If Justice and 
Peace activists want to support this pilot 
they could contact their parish priests and 
offer to help.  The pilot policy document may 
be obtained from the Commission or in due 
course from the parish priests of these par-
ishes.   
 

A Peace Legacy for the 
Olympics 
We have beavered away behind the scenes 
for nearly two years now to get Peace 
through Sport established as a legacy for 
the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games.  Working with a pilot group of 
teachers and students we decided on a pro-
ject of '100 Days of Peace' to celebrate Lon-

don as a City of and for Peace.  The Olym-
pics (both ancient and modern) were started 
in order to promote international under-
standing.  Yet the London 2012 Games 
were announced only hours before the tube 
and bus bombing, in July 2005.  We want to 
use the Olympic event to show that some-
thing different is possible.  Our attached 
information sheet and dates flyer will show 
where we can start on this 'marathon' task!   
 

Fair Trade Fortnight  
The Fairtrade Foundation was created in 
1992 by CAFOD, Christian Aid, Oxfam, 
Traidcraft and the World Development 
Movement.  Today there are over 7,000 
Fairtrade churches in 60 Fairtrade dioceses 
or denominational areas.  Westminster has 
made good progress, with 75 certified par-

ishes out of the 120 we need for the Dio-
cese to achieve Fair Trade certification. 
 

To qualify, parishes make three commit-
ments: to use Fair Trade tea and coffee at 
parish events; to consider what further Fair 
Trade products might be adopted in the 
parish; and to promote Fair Trade during the 
annual Fair Trade Fortnight, this year Sun-
day 28th February to Sunday 13th March. 
 

If your parish is already Fair Trade, an idea 
for this year’s fortnight might be to formally 
renew your commitment. This could be a 
simple  ceremony during Mass, or it could 
be a special event. Where there are other 
Fair Trade churches nearby it could be a 
joint Deanery or ecumenical event. 
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CAFOD Update 
World Gifts Sale 
The Polish Church of Our Lady of Czesto-
chowa in Islington held a World Gifts week-
end with the theme ‘Give and It Will Be 
Given to You’ (Luke 6:38) They did a roaring 
trade in goods from CAFOD’s World Gifts 
catalogue, raising over £800 for CAFOD 
plus a further £200 in donations. The week-
end culminated in a concert featuring Polish 
band Dobramind and a choir from Willes-
den. Thanks to them and all the other par-
ishes that held World Gift sales.  
 
Your Kingdom Come 
This is the title of a new 10-minute film  from 
CAFOD which you can use to inspire fellow 
Christians to campaign. Perhaps you might 
like to show this in your parish? You can 

order a copy of the DVD by calling 020 7095 
5692. A clip of it is available online at 
www.cafod.org.uk/yourkingdomcome 
 
Lent Fast Day: Friday 18th March 
Distribution of envelopes Sunday 13th 
March, Lent Fast Day collection Sunday 20th 

March. You might be able to give a brief talk 
in your parish on either Sunday.  
 
Bike Ride: Sunday 12th June 
We plan to hold our annual CAFOD Pedal 
Against Poverty sponsored bike ride on 
Sunday 12th June. Could you or someone 
from your parish take part and get spon-
sored by parishioners? Contact the West-
minster CAFOD office 020 8449 6970 for 
more information and to register.  
 
CAFOD Westminster Blog  
You can view all the latest news on our blog 
at  www.cafodwestminster.wordpress.com  
We would love to include your photos and 
stories of CAFOD events. Please send them 
in to westminster@cafod.org.uk 

 

World Gifts Sale: Our Lady of Czestochowa  



January  
 
Sat 22nd Understanding CAFOD Day A day for new and existing volunteers, covering CAFOD’s origins, values, structure, fund-

ing, work overseas and an overview of all volunteering opportunities. 9.30am - 4pm at Amigo Hall, next to St Georges Ca-
thedral, Southwark SE1 (Near Lambeth North Tube).  Contact Westminster@cafod.org.uk or 0208-449-6970 to book a 
place and receive a more detailed agenda. 

 
Sun 23rd Campaign Against Arms Trade meeting for those interested in taking action against the DSEi arms fair in September 

2011. 2pm till 4pm in Friends Meeting House in Euston. To book a place or for more information contact Anne-Marie 
O'Reilly 0207 281 0297 www.caat.org.uk 

 
Wed 26th Kingdom of Heaven or Big Society Starting Justice & Peace from the Grassroots A one day seminar on renewing 

the parish through Social Action, for Westminster, Southwark& Brentwood Dioceses. 11.00-4.00  - Amigo Hall, St George's 
Cathedral, Lambeth Road,  SE1. Suggested donation £10 – includes lunch.  

 
Wed 26th What right has the Church to interfere in politics and economics? The Gospel according to William Temple 

JustShare Lecture on Christian Social & Political Thought by Revd Chris Brice, founder-member of JustShare  
6.05 – 7pm at St Mary-le-Bow Church, Cheapside, EC2. contact 020 7248 5139,  JustShare@stmarylebow.org.uk, 
www.justshare.org.uk 

 
Wed 26th London Churches Refugee Network Meeting with speaker from London Detainee Support Group. 5.30pm 

(refreshments) for 6pm start, at Westminster Central Hall, Storey’s Gate, SW1 (opposite Westminster Abbey). All wel-
come. Contact Geoffrey Duncan 020 7799 5000 ext 5 or world.churchandsociety@urcthamesnorth.org.uk 

 
Thurs 27th Holocaust Memorial Day See www.hmd.org.uk for ideas and resources 
 
Sat 29th Jan – Sun 6th Feb ‘Who Counts?’ Poverty and Homelessness Action Week. Information and Resources from 

www.actionweek.org.uk or www.housingjustice.org.uk (click events)  
 
Mon 31st Earth Whisperers – showing of an acclaimed New Zealand film on Ecology issues, followed by discussion. Film starts 

8.00pm (refreshments 7.30 pm) at Tewin Memorial Hall, 11a, Lower Green,  Tewin, Herts AL6 0JX (near Welwyn Garden 
City). Admission £5 to cover costs. Contact: David Laming at: drlaming@gmail.com or Tel: 01438 798213 

 

February 
 
Sat 12th Human Flourishing  - A day for CAFOD Volunteers with updates and energising workshops from various CAFOD's 

teams. 10am - 5pm at Amigo Hall, next to St Georges Cathedral, Lambeth Rd. Southwark (Near Lambeth North Tube). 
Please contact the Westminster office 020 8449 6970 to book a place. 

 
Mon 14th North London J&P Network with members sharing their experiences from recent visits to Israel/Palestine. 7.30pm at 

St. John Vianney Parish Centre, West Green Rd. N15. (Refreshments from 7.00pm) 
 
 

Network Contacts 

 

North London  Lauri Clark  tel:  020 8803 9267 
   

West London  Clare Hickey  tel:  020 8893 8564 

   Hugh Caldin  tel:  020 8994 6368 
 

East London  c/o Commission tel:  020 8888 5518 
 

Hertfordshire  Adelheid Smith tel:  01727 855931 

Please contact us if you would like  

to  be a parish representative 

 

Westminster Justice & Peace 
Commission 
4 Vincent Road 
London N15 3QH 

 

Phone: 020 8888 5518 
Fax: 020 8888 5554 

Email:  justice@rcdow.org.uk 
 

Working for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and PeaceWorking for Justice and Peace    
In the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of WestminsterIn the Diocese of Westminster    
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Diary of J&P Events 


