
The Honeymoon is over:  
down to earth in the J&P office 
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Last year the slate was clean and there 
seemed to be time to think clearly about 
the priorities, a gap that occurs so rarely 
in anyone’s working life.  Fifteen months 
on, with many plans and pressures the 
days seem more normal!   

 
Getting the CD finished … In May we 
hoped to finish our CD resource project on 
“how to do justice and peace” by July, but 
now it looks more like September.  It will 
be a CD with a booklet, and also internet 
accessible, with some film clips of justice 
and service projects going on in the London 
and Herts areas, interviews with activists, 
and text giving advice and resource lists.  
We hope it will make a big contribution to 
helping groups get going.  Liz, Father Joe 
and myself have thoroughly enjoyed going 
out with a real film maker and all his  
equipment! 

 
The World Can’t Wait Rally also took us 
out of the office, to Westminster, where Fr 
Joe and I interviewed the Cardinal about 
Justice and Peace, as well as lots of the 
walkers by the river, with a glorious back-
ground of the Westminster Palace.  One of 
our interviewees was the Zambian CAFOD 
speaker, who drew parallels between their 
African struggles against a global system 
and our own attempts to take on world 
leaders on such things as climate and fair 
trade.  I had previously organised a talk by 
a Zambian CAFOD partner for North London 
parishes, and was impressed by both 
women’s optimism and positive approach to 
making poverty history.  Zambia seems to 
have benefited considerably from debt  
cancellation, and our efforts with the Make 
Poverty History campaign were much  
appreciated.  One doesn’t often get such 
positive feedback from campaigns.   
 
The Fair Trade diocese efforts carry on.  
About a quarter of the parishes have  
returned their questionnaires. Liz is busy  
chasing up the rest, and we will send out  
information packs to the remainder in  
September.  A few people query the  
rationale of Fair Trade, and wonder if it is  
simply a drop in the ocean, but we know 
that mainstream trade will go with  
consumer trends, and as consumers, we can 
have a big influence on the big players, 
with our wallets, our feedback and our  
customer voice.   

 

Migrants and Refugees    We put a lot of 

time into getting support for the Migrants 
Mass and Walk to Trafalgar Square, in terms 
of attendance, finding stewards and  
singers.  There was a wonderful turn out, 
and I counted lots of Catholic parish  
banners on the walk to Trafalgar Square.  
Meanwhile at the grassroots, in St Mellitus 
parish, we have started an English conver-
sation class for migrants and refugees, 
which has attracted lots of volunteers and 
even people coming to find out how to do 
it!  We also support the London Catholic 
Worker initiative in housing refugees, and 
describe that elsewhere in this newsletter.   
 
Our Annual Day in November will  
explore the Live Simply initiative, with  
CAFOD Director Chris Bain guiding us 
through some of the themes, so that we 
come up with some action we all feel able 
to take on.  Justice and Peace activity is 
God’s work, not ours, after all, and we just 
need to face in the right direction. We will 
look at our churches and their impact on 
the environment, but also other develop-
ment themes in the Live Simply “package”, 
and examine what each person and group 
can realistically do.   
 
Climate change and care for the planet 
are still high on the agenda, and we sent 
around a list of “52 Green Tips” to all  
parishes, to go in newsletters over the 
year.  We supported the publication of a 
book from the Conservation Trust, For 
Creed and Creation, which gives churches 
lots of environmental ideas, and which was 
sent around by Bishop George Stack to 
every parish.  We have invited its author, 
Gillian Straine, to be another of our  
speakers at the Annual Day.   
 
Peace is part of our title, though we have 
too often, perhaps, simplistically, assumed 
that justice is the same as peace.   With 
the last mailing we sent around the Pax 
Christi pamphlet on Live Simply:  A Theft 
from the Poor, and we plan this Autumn to 
work more closely with Pax Christi to  
promote Peace Sunday in the diocese.  
More plans and pressures!  But then as Pax 
Christi often remind us, “Peace is the fruit 
of anxious daily care to see that all live in 
justice as God intends”  - Pope Paul VI in 
Populorum Progressio, the basis of the Live 
Simply campaign.   
 

Barbara Kentish 
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Fr. Joe writes ... 

JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMISSION 

Dear Friends, 
 
Since our last report the Justice and Peace Commission 
have been keeping an ‘ear to the ground’ and supporting 
various activities. 
 

The G8 meeting has taken place – we tried to lobby our 
leaders to keep up their promises.  There was a good turn 
out on the Embankment in the shadow of the houses of 
parliament and on the Thames, all to raise the concern.  
The case of Making Poverty History is still very much on 
the agenda. 
 

On the 7th / 8th May the Mass at Westminster Cathedral 
was well supported and the rally at Trafalgar Square gave 
a great witness to the support of the campaign - Strangers 
into Citizens. 
 

We are still very active in the process of Westminster  
Diocese being designated as a Fairtrade Diocese – it is 
proving to be more difficult than I had originally expected 
but we beaver on.   
 

We are seeking new members of our Commission – any 
ideas? 

Many of us are looking forward to the National J & P 
event at Swanwick.   
 

Enjoy the rest of the summer. 
 

Fr. Joe Ryan 
 

The Catholic Worker movement has 
been given new life in London.  From 
April London has its own Hospitality 
House in Dalston, led by Father Martin 
Newell, a Passionist priest, who  
combines support for asylum seekers 
and other homeless people with  
action for peace and disarmament.  
The Hackney house provides  
accommodation for destitute asylum  
seekers, advice and support with  
authorities.  They have recently 
opened “Peter’s Café” in the crypt of 
St Peter de Beauvoir Church, and are 
starting a farm in Rickmansworth. 
 

The Catholic Worker Hospitality 
Houses all over the United States owe 
their existence to two charismatic 
Catholics of the 1930s, Dorothy Day 
and Peter Maurin.  Started in New 
York during the Depression, the  
Catholic Worker offered shelter and 
food to the unemployed, and also  
published a newspaper which  
challenged the political-economic  
system which drove so many people 
into such misery.  
 

Dorothy Day worked energetically to 
ensure that Catholics did not remain 

in ignorance of Catholic Social  
Teaching on the dignity of work and 
the primacy of the human person in 
the process of wealth creation.  Peter 
Maurin, a one-time farmer, and early 
ecologist, was dedicated to the notion 
that connection with the land was 
crucial for our well-being.  There 
have been a few Catholic Worker 
houses in England over the last 50 
years, Not far away, the St Francis 
Catholic Worker House in Oxford was 
established in the early 90s, and there 
is also one in Liverpool.  
 
We can help in many ways:  with 
food, good clean clothing, donations 
for house expenses and for travel for  
refugees, who need to report to Home 
Office centres, visit lawyers and so 
on.  London Catholic Worker are also  
looking for volunteers to help in the 
house, answer phones, accompany 
refugees to appointments. LCW could 
also do with a book keeper and an  
accountant who could keep an eye on 
books.  The challenge is great, but 
the alternative is to turn our backs on  
people who have been abandoned by 
everyone up to this point.   

This is emergency “justice and 
peace”, but LCW also have a long 
term perspective.  Members carry out 
direct action for peace, whether dem-
onstrating against firms such as Reed 
Elsevier who until recently supported 
the Arms Trade Fair, or, with Pax 
Christi, holding Ash Wednesday vigils 
outside the Ministry of Defence.  It is 
wars, after all, which are sending 
many refugees to seek asylum with 
us.  LCW deserves our strong support. 
 

Contact:  Martin: tel. 07726 997638 
Dorothy Day House,  
16 De Beauvoir Road 
De Beauvoir Town, London. N1 5SU 
 

Londoncatholicworker@yahoo.co.uk 

The London Catholic Worker           

and a reminder from Liz 

Thank you to all the parishes who have completed 
and returned the Fair Trade questionnaire.  We are 
still waiting for more and I am sure many of you 
have Fair Trade in your parish (or would like to 
start) - but we need to hear from you.   
 

When we have received the replies, we will keep  
you updated on progress and send out Information 
Packs in the autumn to those who would like  
further support or advice. 
 

A copy of the questionnaire is enclosed with this 
mailing.  Please let us hear from you.  Thank you. 
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West London J&P Network 
 

The last three months have seen several 
high profile public events, which have 
been supported by many groups in  
parishes in West London, ranging from the 
day of “courtesy calls” round the  
embassies of EU states in London  
organised by the Trade Justice Movement 
on 19 April under the banner of ‘Don’t 
Lock Africa into Poverty’, to the Migrants’ 
Mass at the Cathedral, followed by the 
London Citizens’ rally on 7 May, and the 
‘World Can’t Wait’ mass lobby on 2 June 
about the G8’s 2005 Gleneagles undertak-
ings (preceded by the public meeting  
attended by 6 Cardinals in the House of 
Commons organised by CAFOD).  
 

Perhaps the largest West London event 
was the talk on making Aid work better by 
CAFOD partner, Mulima Kufekisa 
Akapelwa from Zambia, organised by the 
seemingly indefatigable parishes of Our 
Lady and St Joseph, Hanwell, and St  
Margaret of Scotland, Twickenham, and 
held on 16 May to generate support for 
the G8 lobby on 2 June. Chiswick 
Churches for Justice and Peace held talks 
on ‘Islam Today and the Western  
Response’ by an ex-Ambassador, and on 
the arms trade by speakers from the  
Campaign Against the Arms Trade and the 
International Action Network on Small 
Arms. 
 

At the same time, work has continued 
with parish activities at grass roots level 
on the wide range of social justice issues, 
including CAFOD’s Unearth Justice  
initiative, organising Traidcraft stalls and 
local events promoting Fairtrade Borough 
campaigns, parish Lenten projects and 
CAFOD Lent Fast Day fundraising, card-
writing campaigns, organising Live Simply 
meetings and discussions on climate 
change.  
 

At the meeting of the Network on 30 
June, at which Tony Sheen of CAFOD  
reported on his visit to Brazil, twelve  
parishes in the Area were represented,  
including new representatives from three 
in Fulham, White City and Whitton. 
 

Hugh Caldin 
 
 
Herts J&P Network 

 

As usual, there have been more issues and 
problems demanding our attention than 
we could comfortably cope with. But 

then, we don’t belong to the J&P  
network in order to feel comfortable! 
Our J&P work is often unpopular, even 
in our Christian communities, because it  
reminds people to look beyond national 
and social boundaries, to treat all  
human beings as their own brothers and 
sisters, to reach out and to welcome 
them in when they need a refuge.  
 
However, it is heartening that a fast 
growing number of people in Britain now 
acknowledge the need for Fair Trade 
and the benefit it brings to the poorest 
and most powerless communities. We 
believe fair trade should be the norm, 
not the exception, but we are still far 
from achieving this goal, and must  
continue to work hard to achieve it,  
especially as the recent G8 has largely 
been disappointing again, and unfair 
trade rules are unlikely to be changed in 
the near future. We have supported  
CAFOD and Christian Aid in their cam-
paigning, petitioning, demonstrating and 
fundraising as part of the ongoing 
MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY campaign. Some 
progress has been made, but not nearly 
enough. 
 

Our work for asylum seekers, here in 
Hertfordshire particularly our effort to 
help detainees (women and families 
with children) in the Yarl’s Wood  
Immigration Removal Centre, is proving 
an uphill struggle. Far too many desper-
ate people, who are neither criminals 
nor suspected terrorists, do not get a 
fair hearing and are removed/deported 
after many months in detention to their 
home countries to face the same or even 
worse conditions they had tried to  
escape from. We have found that telling 
people about their plight is not popular. 
Awareness-raising is crucial. PM Gordon 
Brown declared on July 6th on Breakfast 
TV that he wants ‘dignity, liberty and 
fairness for all’. We hope he really 
means all, not only British citizens! 
 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s joyful  
message should give us hope: In his  
address during evensong in St Albans  
Cathedral on 23rd June, attended by 
about 5000 people, he reminded us that 
good can come out of evil: the poor of 
Calcutta inspired Mother Teresa, and 
apartheid brought us Nelson Mandela.  
 

Inspired by the vision of God’s kingdom 
of justice, peace and love we can with 
His help change the world, too.        
 

Adelheid Smith 

North London J&P Network 
 

Network members were saddened by 
the death of Bishop Jim O’Brien. 
Bishop Jim had a long association with 
the Network and worked hard over the 
years and in particular to establish the 
Diocesan Justice and Peace  
Commission. The Network is having a 
Mass for Bishop Jim at Our Lady of 
Muswell on 7th October at 10am. May 
he rest in peace. Network members 
also attended the funeral service of 
Kathy Wicks’ husband, Bob, at St. 
Paul’s Church, Wood Green. Kathy is a 
long standing member of the Network 
and we extend our condolences to her. 
 

Did we Make Poverty History? Mulima 
Kupikisa Akapelwa answered this  
question  at St. Thomas More Church, 
Manor House on 13th May. Mulima 
spoke about the benefits to Zambia 
which have accrued from aid and debt  
cancellation brought about by the MPH 
campaign in 2005. Mulima said there 
are more schools, 4,500 new teachers, 
more health clinics and health  
workers. Fees for visits to health  
clinics have been abolished. Teachers 
are encouraged to use radio  
programmes. In the rural areas there 
has been an extension of broadcasting 
generally. There are more water 
stands and more roads in rural areas. 
Anti retroviral drugs are now available. 
Corruption is now being challenged. 
 

The Network met on 11th June and Fr. 
Jim Conway from Stamford Hill gave a 
talk and showed a DVD on the Living 
Ghosts – those seeking asylum who 
have not complied with immigration 
rules on applying for asylum and failed 
asylum seekers who have not been  
repatriated because it is unsafe to  
return them to their country of origin, 
e.g. Zimbabwe and the Democratic  
Republic of Congo. They are not  
entitled to any State assistance and 
are ruthlessly evicted from their  
accommodation. There are thousands 
of homeless asylum seekers either  
living on the streets or depending on 
friends for shelter and sustenance.  
 

On 16th June the Jesuit Refugee  
Service held a party for refugees and 
asylum seekers at the Church in  
Stamford Hill. There was food from 
many countries and everyone had an 
enjoyable time. 

 

                                       Patricia Mulchrone 
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Around the J&P Networks 



Network Contacts 
North London               Patricia Mulchrone        tel:  020 8444 6780 
                                                          

West London                Clare Hickey                 tel:  020 8893 8564 
 

East London                 Sr. Christine Frost         tel:  020 7987 0257 
(Tower Hamlets) 
 

East London                 Commission                  tel:  020 8888 5518 
(other) 
 

Hertfordshire               Adelheid Smith             tel:  01727 855931                

Diocese of Westminster  
Justice & Peace 

Commission 
4 Vincent Road 

London N15 3QH 
 

Phone: 020 8888 5518 
Fax: 020 8888 5554 

Email:  justiceandpeace@rcdow.org.uk 
 

Working for Justice and Peace 
In the Diocese of Westminster 
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Whenever I get involved in a campaign for justice and 
change in the world, I am often disappointed that those 
in power do not respond immediately with positive  
results. Such was my feeling following the recent G8 
meeting in June.  

 
 

CAFOD supporters 
had been out again 
in force on the 
banks of the river 
Thames on June 2nd 
to remind the G8 
that the "World 
Can't Wait" and that 
they must keep the 
promises they made 
in 2005 in relation 

to Aid. Campaigning resulted in US$3 billion of new money 
being promised by the G8, which will mean many people 
receiving life-saving drugs for HIV and AIDS. However,  
unfortunately, the G8 went way short of the action  
required to meet the Millennium Development Goals. 
These include a promise to increase overseas aid contribu-
tions to 0.7% of our GNP, to achieve goals such as halting 
the spread of HIV/AIDS , providing universal  primary  
education for all, and halving extreme poverty all by the 
target date of 2015.  So our campaigning must continue 
and we will not go away!  Our campaigning has brought us 
small steps towards Making Poverty History. 
 

We will not forget being moved as well as motivated to  
action by our CAFOD partner Mulima who many of you  
welcomed to your parishes during May. It was shocking to 
learn from her that "life expectancy in Zambia is still only 
40 years of age" and that more than half of its teenagers 
die of AIDS. Your previous campaigning during Make  
Poverty History 2005 has resulted in Zambian debt  
cancellation, which has enabled the Zambian Government 
to introduce free health care for people living in rural  
areas. So campaigning for global justice works and makes 
a real difference!  
 

We have recently received encouraging news in relation to 
our Unearth Justice Gold Campaign. A number of major  
jewellers have now signed up to CAFOD's code of conduct 
in relation to the sourcing of their Gold. This follows over 
45000 petitions being presented to them by CAFOD.  

Unfortunately two major jewellers are still lagging 
behind. We need to put pressure on Goldsmiths and Argos 
to follow suit and sign up to the "Golden Rules for Clean 
Gold" and put an end to harmful gold mining practices.  
 

The current suggested action for CAFOD Campaigners is to  
e mail the chief executives of Argos and Goldsmiths, this 
can be sent via the CAFOD web page. www.cafod.org.uk/
get_involved/campaigning/unearth_justice  
argos_goldsmiths 
 
 

We can also gain encouragement from the Gospel of St  
Luke Chapter 11:   Then he said to them, "Suppose one of  
you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 
'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, because a friend of mine 
on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before 
him.'  "Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door 
is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can't 
get up and give you anything.' "I tell you, though he will not get 
up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because 
of the man's boldness he will get up and give him as much as he 
needs. " 
 

So let us be bold in our Campaigning like the man knock-
ing at the door in the night and if our governments do not 
yield out of their kindness they will eventually respond 
positively because of our persistence. 
 

In addition to Campaigning for Global Justice another key 
event is the twice yearly CAFOD Fast Days. These are vital 
fundraising events for our long term development projects 
overseas. They also provide an important opportunity to  
promote overseas development as an integral part of our 
faith in parishes and schools. 
 

Please can you assist in ensuring Harvest Fast Day is  
promoted in your Parish on the 29/30 September and the 
retiring collection for CAFOD takes place on the following 
weekend, with the permission of your Parish Priest. 
 

If you would like to know more about Fast Day and CAFOD, 
you are welcome to join our Westminster diocese  
Supporters' Day on Saturday 15th September at Romero 
Close. Please contact the Westminster office for further 
information either by e mail: westminster@cafod.org.uk 
or on 0208-449-6970 
 

Thanks for your support and God bless 
Tony Sheen 

Diocesan Manager for CAFOD Westminster 

 
 

Our persistence in Campaigning will   
eventually bring change 


