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Since our last publication our Annual Event 
has taken place. It was a magnificent  
gathering of people interested and seeking  
further information on Climate Change and 
the care of our Environment. Fr. Sean 
McDonagh gave two excellent and  
challenging presentations; there were  
several workshops on how to get involved 
and a general exchange of ideas amongst 
the 150 delegates that attended this event 
at St John Vianney’s, West Green. 

 
I only hope that some of the enthusiasm 
generated will continue to blossom and we 
all can keep the momentum going on this 
important topic of ‘Care of our Earth’. 

 
On Sunday 3rd December, Bishop George 
Stack lead an Advent Service when we 
launched the LIVESIMPLY Project. This was a 
Haringey Deanery service hosted at St John 
Vianney and appeals to us all to look at our 
life styles asking ourselves – ‘How can we 
live simpler lives so that others will benefit. 
Again an on-going challenge. 
 
I had four evenings out in the heart of  
London’s Mayfair! No it wasn’t at the Ritz, or 
The Palm Beach or Babble Pub, but at 
Mount Street Jesuit Centre (attached to  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fr Joe Ryan, Barbara Kentish, Liz Steward 

 
Farm Street). It was a series of four talks 
sponsored by Pax Christi, the Jesuit  
Centre and Westminster J & P Commission. 
The title, ‘Rescuing the Christmas Message’ 
was so apt. Even though the numbers were 
not as great as hoped, it was a valuable 
presentation during the time of Advent. 

 
Glad to see that Barbara is well on the way 
to recovering after her recent operation. 

 
We look forward to new opportunities and 
challenges in 2007. 

 
A belated Happy New Year to all. 

                             Fr. Joe 

Greetings from our 
Fieldworker 
 
Often in Justice and Peace meetings one 
has the sense of being part of a belea-
guered minority, with hope just about  
winning over experience. Making poverty 
history?  If only….  Scrapping Trident?  Some 
dream … and so on.  But when I look at 
what is happening with some issues, there is 
visible movement.  Only today, M&S have 
announced that they will be totally carbon-
neutral in a few years’ time. A large  
company putting ethics ahead of profit!  Fair 
Trade?  At this moment in time, the Mayor of 
London, the Anglican diocese of London, 
and ourselves, are all planning to commit 
our institutions to Fair Trade.  While this does 
not begin to change the world trade  
picture, it shows a change of attitude that is 
much wider than just that of our little J & P 
circles.  For London to become a Fair Trade 
city means that one of the biggest trading 
capitals of the world is beginning to look at 
its role in trade justice.   
 
What have I been doing?  In the second 
quarter of my new appointment, I am still 

finding my way round the diocese, attend-
ing deanery meetings in the Lea Valley, 
Hackney, Tower Hamlets, Marylebone and 
Chiswick.  Each has its own interests. Lea  
Valley were interested in Fair Trade, while 
Tower Hamlets were very supportive of and 
involved in The East London Communities 
Organisation, which campaigns, among 
other things, for the Living Wage. Their 10th 
year assembly was a wonderful occasion, 
with groups of all persuasions committing to 
working together for the area, and taking 
inspiration from the 19th Century London  
reformers such as Annie Besant, George 
Lansbury and Cardinal Manning.  Another 
tenth anniversary celebration proved 
equally uplifting, at the Notre Dame  
Refugee Centre in Leicester Square, with its  
Congolese style Mass, presided over by  
bilingual Bishop Tom Burns.  In my own area 
we had a talk on the elections in the Congo, 
while at St Mellitus parish they are hoping to 
offer a weekly drop in /language support 
session for asylum seekers.   
 
Visiting events is fun, and discussing new  
projects likewise, but one new endeavour is 
 

Continued on page 2 
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Fieldworker Report (cont’d) 

JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMISSION 

proving a real challenge.  We are trying to put together 
our ecumenical CD resource on justice and peace for 
parishes, and are lucky to have YCW president Danny 
Curtin, who helped produce the At Your Word Lord  
material, to show some not very media-wise  
Commission members how to get people interested in 
our “message” without being put off by wordiness.    
   
I had an operation at the end of November which 
meant being out of action for a few weeks; the four  
Advent Justice and Peace talks I had organised at the 
Mount Street Jesuit Centre were therefore delivered, 
respectively, by Pat Gaffney from Pax Christi, Fr Joe, Liz, 
Patricia Mulchrone and a member of eco-
congregation.  Thanks to all of them for saving the day.  
 

Barbara Kentish 
 
 

Making Westminster a Fair 
Trade Diocese? 
 

A meeting to discuss how Westminster could  
become a “Fair Trade Diocese” will be held at St. 
John Vianney’s parish centre, 386 West Green Road, 
N15 3QL,  on Tuesday 6th February at 7.30 pm. We 
need as many parish contacts as possible to help. 
Can YOU come along?"  (Nearest tube Turnpike 
Lane, Piccadilly Line, 10 mins. walk.  Parking.) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
Offertory Procession at Notre Dame Refugee Centre 

10th Anniversary Mass 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mgr.  John Armitage, one of the founding  
       Members of TELCO 

 

 

Why should we support Fair Trade 
Fortnight?   
 

Once again we shall be marking Fair 
Trade Fortnight shortly, from February 
26th to March 11th.  Most of us will try 
to buy something, or more things, 
with the now familiar green-blue-
black logo.  As the big supermarkets 
become more responsive to our  
demand for these products, there 
have been some negative  
comments on Fair Trade, so it’s  
important we know why we are  
prepared to take a bit more trouble 
with our shopping these days.   
 

Critics say that some producers  
contracted to trade fairly are not 
paying a living wage to their workers.  
The Fair Trade Foundation says some 
farmers don’t earn a living wage 
themselves, and don’t sell all their 
produce to Fair Trade, but that FT is 
working with them to develop better 
practice, as part of the exchange.     

Critics say that buying Fair Trade 
items gives a subsidy to local farmers, 
distorting the market.  The Fair Trade 
Foundation says that producers still 
need to negotiate with buyers  
prepared to trade under agreed fair 
trade terms, and local prices are not 
“fixed”.     
 
Critics say that the real problem with 
trade justice is the big international 
trade structures where big countries 
bully smaller ones into accepting  
exploitative terms.  Fair Trade doesn’t 
make a scrap of difference.  We at 
Justice and Peace say that the Fair 
Trade Foundation is an organisation 
started by Oxfam, CAFOD and  
Christian Aid and the like, as a way of 
showing that trade does not have to 
be unfair, making poorer countries 
poorer;  and that we consumers can 
vote at the checkout to say we want 
producers to get a fair deal.   More 
and more big chains are trying to be 
or appear ethical, so some message 

is getting through!  We know that 
trade relieves poverty faster than aid.  
As Raymond Kimaro of the  
Kilimanjaro Native Cooperative Union 
commented at G8 events in  
Edinburgh,  
 
“Pay us a fair price for our coffee, 
and we will make poverty history for 
ourselves.”   
 
Action 
Look at the Fair Trade Foundation 
website not only for action sugges-
tions, but also what terms producers 
and buyers sign up to in order to 
carry the Fair Trade label. 
See what supermarkets 
are supporting the Fair 
Trade movement.  Is 
there one near you?  
Can you buy one more 
FT product than you do 
already?  Can you do 
more?   
 
BK 

“Pay us a fair price for our coffee,  
and we will make poverty history for ourselves.”   
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Around the Networks  (cont’d) 

West London J&P  
Network 
 

There seems to be never a dull  
moment out West! During the last 
quarter of 2006, the J&P enthusiast 
had a wide repertoire of activities and 
interests catered for. Many parishes 
took up the challenge offered by the 
call for Fairtrade Boroughs and also 
the critical challenge posed by  
CAFOD’s Live Simply campaign and 
worked to that end in their local com-
munities. Additionally there were ex-
amples of ingenious and imaginative 
individual initiatives adopted by indi-
vidual parishes; unfortunately space 
only allows some of these to be  
mentioned: 
 

•    Our Lady of Sorrows and St Bridget, 
Isleworth: the parish has taken the ini-
tiative to set up a Fairtrade stall for visi-
tors and staff at the West Middlesex 
Hospital. Additionally, a Justice and 
Peace page has been added to the 
parish website; 
 

•    St Joseph’s, Grove Park: work 

 continues to support refugees at a 
centre in Hammersmith, and at the 
refugee centre at Notre Dame de 
France, Leicester Square, with the col-
lection and donation of clothing and 
toys; 
 

•    St Joseph’s, Hanwell: the parish has 
been fund raising to replace the roof 
of a parish church in Grenada, blown 
off in a hurricane. It is also playing a 
successful role in a project with a 
women’s collective in the Philippines 
(of villagers who were forced to flee 
their homes when Mount Pinatubo 
erupted) to market recycled fruit juice 
cartons, which have been collected, 
cleaned and sewn together to make 
durable and eye-catching carrier 
bags; 
 

•    Following an inspiring talk to the 
West London Justice and Peace  
Network, several parishes signed  
Jesuit Refugee Service petitions to the 
Home Office on behalf of Roger Ciruzi 
Monga, who had to flee for his life as 
a result of his work as a Justice and 
Peace fieldworker from the  
Democratic Republic of the Congo; 
 

•     Our Lady of Grace and St Edward 
works with the Chiswick Churches for 
Justice and Peace (“CCJP”) and  
organised two evenings of talks by 
panels of experts, one on climate 
change (“Need we really care?”), 
and the other on HIV/AIDS in the UK 
and abroad. Interestingly, the  
ecumenical initiatives of CCJP led last 
year to a new flowering of Churches 
Together in Chiswick, which had fallen 
into decline. 
 

Here we are now in 2007 and the first 
shoots are appearing of planning for 
new ventures in West London!  
Preliminary plans are afoot for this 
year’s projects will include trying initia-
tives to increase connections with 
other faiths in the West Area, collabo-
rating in the drive to help other  
boroughs - and the Westminster  
Diocese - to achieve Fairtrade status, 
and looking for ways of being part of 
the solution to the apparently  
unstoppable trade in small arms,  
cluster bombs and landmines around 
the world.  
 

Hugh Caldin 

Herts J&P Network 
 
Sadly, the Hertfordshire J&P website 
is inactive at present due to particu-
larly heavy work and family commit-
ments during the last year of David 
Furber, its excellent and dedicated 
organiser. As David and the website 
usually provide me with the best  
information about what is going on 
in J&P in our area, I find it difficult to 
report about activities in Hertford-
shire outside St Albans. I would be 
very grateful for any information 
from groups, so that I can give a 
more comprehensive report.  
However, if things have been as 
busy all over Hertfordshire as they 
have been in St Albans, then J&P is 
alive and well in the area.  
 
Here in St Albans we have been 
kept on our toes. The two St Albans 
J&P groups have been centrally  
involved in One World Week events, 
especially the interfaith vigil, the 
week-long Fairtrade sale in the 

Clock Tower and the Tourism  
Concern exhibition in the Abbey.  
 
The launch of the ecumenical 
YACSG (Yarl’s Wood Asylum Case 
Work Support Group) took place on 
10th October. The meeting was well 
attended and a group of 13 or 14 
potential volunteers had a further 
training day in November. Four 
members of our St Bart’s J&P Group 
have since accompanied Yarl’s 
Wood Befrienders on a visit to the 
Detention Centre – a moving and 
highly motivating experience. A  
further training day will take place in 
January, and we hope to be able to 
start working properly soon after 
that. However, more volunteers 
would be most welcome.  Monthly 
Fairtrade sales at St Bart’s have c 
ontinued as usual. 
 
In December we had a show case 
even t at St Bart’s, serving also as a 
recruitment drive, where all parish 
organisations and groups were  
represented. We also supported 

Amnesty International’s greetings 
and Darfur campaigns in our parish. 
As always, we concluded the year 
with a reflection and social evening 
for group members and friends.  
 
Now, in January 2007, we are  
getting ready for Peace Sunday 
and for the CTSA and J&P St Albans 
conference ‘Uniting for Peace and 
Justice’ on 10th February. We hope 
this will bring together Christians 
from many local Churches. CAFOD 
will also be represented. As a group 
we want to join CAFOD’s Live Simply 
campaign, too – together with our 
parish of St Bart’s. Never a dull  
moment! With God’s help we hope 
to be able to make a difference. 
 

Adelheid Smith        
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Around the Networks (cont’d) 

Every August at St Joseph’s Highgate, we mark the  
anniversaries of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and reflect on 
nuclear weapons in the light of Catholic social teaching. 
Every year we ask why Britain or any nation still has  
nuclear weapons - in spite of international obligations to 
negotiate for their elimination. Every year we feel  
powerless to act. 
 
Last year felt different. The government was starting to 
think about replacing the submarine-based Trident  
nuclear missile system. At Easter the Scottish Catholic 
Bishops strongly opposed any replacement of Trident, 
triggering a lengthy debate in The Tablet. The govern-
ment eventually promised a White Paper with a  
Commons debate for MPs. And one of the three MPs  
covering our parish - a newly elected LibDem, Lynne 
Featherstone – accepted our invitation for a public  
debate. 
 
That was the genesis of the meeting on 23 November, 
chaired by our own Parish Priest and hosted for us by 
Our Lady of Muswell, nearer to the centre of the  
constituency. Publicity was given by its four Catholic 
parishes, the diocesan web-site and the ecumenical 
networks. Attendance was just under 50 people – 
probably boosted by the statement on decommission-
ing nuclear weapons issued that same week by the 
Catholic Bishops of England and Wales, broadly  
following their Scottish colleagues. 
 
It was refreshing that the MP had come with a genuinely 
open mind and a willingness to listen. In the long run she 
wanted to ensure that no nation state regarded nuclear 
weapons as essential, but she did worry about the risk of 

terrorists or other non-state actors getting hold of the 
technology. Pat Gaffney from Pax Christi then spoke 
about the Catholic approach to peace “which cannot 
come from weaponry but from a commitment to justice 
and a rejection of models of security that rely on fear”. 
In spite of a highly qualified approach to deterrence 
during the cold war, the Church had never  
countenanced nuclear deterrence as a permanent 
measure. 
 
Views from the floor included the sheer cost of replacing 
Trident, the argument that if Britain did not already have 
nuclear weapons it would not now acquire them, and 
the desirability of taking the lead with other nuclear 
states who, like us, were required to honour their legally-
binding obligation to negotiate in good faith for the 
abolition of nuclear weapons. Summing up, Lynne 
Featherstone was impressed by the constructive tone of 
the meeting which she would bear in mind as the  
LibDems developed their position for the forthcoming 
debate.  
 
The Defence White Paper was published in December, 
and the Commons debate will be later this spring. It is still 
not too late to organise further meetings of this kind, as 
well as writing to your MP. As for Lynne Featherstone, she 
has recently been appointed LibDem shadow spokes 
person on International Development, so we shall  
expect to hear from her on other J&P concerns,  
especially campaigns by CAFOD. 
 

John Collins, St.Joseph’s, Highgate 

Trident, the Church and the LibDem MP 

North London  
Network 
 
It seems an appropriate time to 
rethink our format after 20 or so 
years of following the same way.  
Numbers have dwindled in the 
past year. 
 
Therefore, a decision has been 
made to have three meetings a 
year (still on Mondays – at 8pm at 
Our Lady of Muswell parish) but to 
have a speaker from one of the  
numerous agencies. Existing  
members should try and bring at 
least one new person along.    

Different people would take  
responsibility for arranging each 
meeting. 
 
1st Meeting –  Monday, March 12th.  
A good time as Lent will have  
begun  and Fairtrade Fortnight will 
be in progress.  It is suggested that 
we have a speaker on the “Live 
Simply” project.  Sheila and Jean 
will organize. 
 
2nd Meeting.  Monday June 11th.  
Sister Ellen will organize an  
evening on Asylum Seekers. 
 
3rd Meeting. Monday, October 8th.  
Chosen before the Christmas rush 
starts and before One World 

Week.  (Volunteer needed to or-
ganize) 
 
All members are asked to support 
this new format and help to make 
it successful. 
 
Gray Featherstone is no longer the 
Christian Aid representative on our 
network, as he no longer works for 
Christian Aid, but he has been  
associated with us for many years, 
and we hope he will continue to 
be part of the North London  
Network in a personal capacity. 
We very much appreciate his  
contribution.  
 

Patricia Mulchrone 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have just returned from the most 
amazing trip of my life, visiting 
CAFOD's partners and projects in 
Brazil.  
 
Brazil is the ninth-wealthiest country 
in the world yet that wealth is  
unevenly distributed and a third of 
Brazilians live below the poverty 
line. I saw poverty in the favelas 
(shanty towns) of Sao Paulo and 
learned about marginalisation of 
indigenous communities when  
visiting in the villages of indigenous 
Brazilians in the Amazon. 
 
Over 2 million Brazilian people live 
in the favelas of Sao Paulo, often in 
houses less robust than my garden 
shed with open sewers running 
nearby. CAFOD partner organisa-
tion MDF (Movement for the 
Favelas) have worked to improve 
the lives of people in one area, 
where I saw children playing in a 
street that was once thick with raw 
sewerage. MDF helped locals to 
lobby the government for funds to 
build a proper sewer system, a 
school and a community centre.  
 
I also met 29 year old woman 
called Nettie, who previously lived 
under a motorway bridge with her 
young children until CAFOD  
partner APOIO helped her to find 
comfortable, affordable housing. 
She now works to help other  
people who are homeless. (She 
hugged me and asked me to 
thank the CAFOD supporters in 
England who support them). 
 
I then spent a week in the Amazon 
region living with an indigenous 
community called the Macuxci. I 
was inspired by their welcome,  
resilience, and stewardship of the  

 
land. I will never forget the 
Mass we celebrated, full of 
colour, dance, beautiful 
hymns and an offertory with 
fresh fruit, vegetables and 
even a leg of beef  
presented at the altar.  
 
I was shocked to hear how 
these people are in a  
struggle to reclaim their 
land from large, powerful 
farming companies.  I was 
horrified to see the remains of 
their Catholic Church and 
school - burned down by 
thugs employed by the  
farming companies to scare the 
Macuxci off their land through 
arson, beatings and rape.  
CAFOD partner CIR (Council of 
the Indigenous of Roraima) is 
providing legal assistance so that 
the Macuxci can stand up 
against this brutal bullying.  
 
When I left the Macuxi tribe the 
chief thanked CAFOD for their  
support and solidarity. They were 
moved that people who had 
never met them before cared 
about them and wanted to help 
them. 
 
If you would like to read my web 
diary from my trip it is published on 
the CAFOD web page www.
cafod.org.uk news_and_events/
personal_voices/
westminster_to_amazon 
 
Friday 2nd March is Lent Fast Day.  
I do hope you will be able to  
support CAFOD by promoting 
Fast Day in your Parish during 
the  
weekend of Sunday 25th Febru-
ary 2007   
 
Lent Fast Day is linked to the 
livesimply challenge, an initia-
tive  
inspired by a prophetic docu-
ment called Populorum Pro-
gressio (On the Development of 
Peoples),  
written by Pope Paul VI. in 1967 
"God intended the earth and  

everything in it for the use of all  
human beings and peoples" 
states the encyclical, an asser-
tion as  
politically challenging today as 
it was four decades ago.  
 
Livesimply looks at our personal  
responsibility for creating trans-
formation and change. By liv-
ing  
simply, sustainably and in soli-
darity with people who are 
poor, we can help create a 
world in which  
human dignity is respected and 
everyone can reach their full  
potential.     
 
Over thirty organisations within 
the Church in England and 
Wales have already signed up 
to live- simply, 
 includ- ing 
CA- FOD, 
Justice and 
Peace, and 
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CAFOD Update 

JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMISSION 

 

A view of the shanty town 

The children are playing where an  
open sewer used to be. 

 

 



Network Contacts 
 
 

North London        Patricia Mulchrone    tel:  020 8444 6780 
                            

West London         Clare Hickey               tel:  020 8893 8564 
 

East London           Sr. Christine Frost         tel:  020 7987 0257 
(Tower Hamlets) 
 

East London                          Commission                 tel:  020 8888 5518 
(other) 
Hertfordshire          Adelheid Smith            tel: 01727 855931 

 

Westminster Justice & Peace 
Commission 

4 Vincent Road 
London N15 3QH 

Phone: 020 8888 5518 
Fax: 020 8888 5554 

Email:  justiceandpeace@rcdow.org.uk 
 

Working for Justice and Peace 
In the Diocese of Westminster 
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Diary of J&P Events 

Jan   

25th London Churches Refugee Network— 6pm. Main item: Amnesty’s report “Down 
and Out in London: the road to destitution for refused asylum-seekers”, guest 
speaker Jan Shaw, Amnesty Intl. 5.30pm refreshments, 6pm start. Methodist  
Central Hall Westminster, Storey’s Gate, SW1 (opposite Westminster Abbey). 

020 7932 1121 
Rev. Chris Brice 
Diocese of London 

27th Holocaust Memorial Day: www.holocaustmemorialday.gov.uk 0845 838 1883 

28th Homelessness Sunday: “Homelessness Hurts: Build Homes, Build Lives”.  To order a 
resource pack contact Housing Justice    Www.homelessness-sunday.org.uk 

020 7723 7273 

29th ‘Profiting from loss: Colombian farmers evicted by British m ining companies’. 6.30-
8pm followed by a reception. The Auditorium, Amnesty Intl UK, The Human Rights 
Action Centre, 17-25 New Inn Yard, EC2. (nearest tube Old Street). 

Info@colombiasolidarity
.org.uk 

Feb   

14th Debate:  ‘Should Britain renew its nuclear weapons? ‘ at St. Mellitus Church Hall, 
Tollington Park, N4 (5 mins. From Finsbury Park Station). 7.30pm-9pm. Panel: Anas 
Altikriti, British Muslim Initiative, Pat Gaffney, Pax Christi, Rabbi Alexandra Wright, 
The Liberal Jewish Synagogue, St. John’s Wood. Chair: Bruce Kent. 

 

18th Poverty Action Sunday:  Church Action on Poverty  www.church-poverty.org.uk 0161 236 9321 

22nd - 
29th March 

The Social Teaching of the Christian Churches—presented by Prof. Jack Mahoney 
SJ on Six Thursdays 22 Feb to 29 March, 7pm—8.30pm. at Mount Street Jesuit  
Centre, 114 Mount Street, W1 

020 7495 1673 

26th Fairtrade Fortnight.  Fairtrade Foundation. ww.fairtrade.org.uk 020 7405 5942 

Mar   

2nd Women’s World Day of Prayer, “Let Our Light Shine” prepared by the women of 
Poland 

01892 541411 

2nd CAFOD Lent Fast Day 020 7733 7900 

5th “Westminster—a Fair Trade Diocese?” - Barbara Kentish, Westminster J&P  
Commission at Mount Street Jesuit Centre, 7.30-9pm  

020 8888 5518 

17th The Von Hugel Institute and The Justice and Peace Commission of the English  
Dominican Province present ‘Faith, Social Inclusion, Citizenship and the Future of 
Education’ from 10.30am to 4pm at Blackfriars Hall, St. Giles, Oxford. For further 
details and to reserve a place contact kmc1@cam.ac.uk 

 

24th Anniversary of Oscar Romero Assassination. Resources: CAFOD 
Www.cafod.org.uk/resources/worship 

020 7733 7900 

Apr   

13th and 
14th 

Peace History: encouragement and warnings. A 2-day non-residential confer-
ence at the Imperial War Museum, Lambeth Rd, SE1. Organised by the Intl Peace  
Bureau and Movement for the Abolition of War. For details write to MAW History  
Conference, 11 Venetia Road, London N4 1EJ 

www.abolishwar.org.uk 


