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It was with great sadness that we heard of the 
death of Bishop James O’Brien, on Wednesday 
11th April 2007. Bishop Jim was a great servant 
of Justice and Peace over many years. His own 
lifestyle and his sincerity have been an  
inspiration to so many people. We thank him for 
the great contribution that he has made to  
advancing Justice and Peace issues during his 
ministry.  
 

All of us have very fond memories of a true 
priest, bishop and gentleman. May he Rest in 
Peace. 
 

As a Commission we have been engaged in a 
variety of activities in recent months. These are 
reported on in various contexts. I’ve attended 
events like the Service of Thanksgiving of Abbe 
Pierre, who founded the Emmanus Communi-
ties. A day at the Eco-Building Exhibition at Earls 
Court… the launch of the book, “For Creed and 
Creation” at City Hall … some planning  
meetings for the Migrants’ Mass at Westminster  
Cathedral to be followed by the Rally to  
Trafalgar Square on Monday 7th May. 
 

We invited David Lammy, MP for Tottenham, to 
an Open Meeting at St. John Vianney Parish 

Hall. The matter under review was/is the  
question of the replacement of Nuclear  
Weapons. It allowed a good exchange of views. 
This question needs to be followed up in the  
future—otherwise the matter could proceed by 
default. 
 

One of our tasks is the production of a CD and a 
script which will be available for those seeking 
help to develop Justice and Peace issues in their 
own group or parish. We are looking at the  
possibility of facilitating our Diocese becoming a 
Fairtrade diocese. Our Annual Day (AGM) is  
being planned for Saturday 3rd November 2007 
at St. John Vianney Parish Centre, 386 West 
Green Road, N15. 
 

One of my ongoing concerns is how can we as 
a Commission of Justice and Peace, support 
like-minded individuals and groups without  
duplicating or infringing on matters already  
adequately dealt with … I imagine this demands 
a vigilant and careful monitoring … which is 
what we attempt. 
 

Thanks to all who are so supportive of our tasks in 
the Justice and Peace Commission. 
 

Fr. Joe Ryan, Co-ordinator 

From our Fieldworker … 
 

Demanding Fair Trade    
This quarter was dominated by Fair Trade, as we 
made a big push to persuade people to register 
as Fair Trade parishes.  Thus talks, film shows, stalls 
kept me busy, and I learned a huge amount 
about the whole Fair Trade issue.  Depth and 
quality of the sessions varied, of course. At a 
workshop I did at Bishop Douglass School, Year 
10 grasped the principles very quickly, and  
appreciated the simple video of Dominican  
banana growers.  At the Mount Street Jesuit  
Centre, the Fair Trade Marketing manager  
attended (unexpectedly for me!) my talk, and 
helped give a much more thorough account of 
the trading processes.   
 

We shall be proceeding with our survey of  
parishes very shortly, and are just waiting to see 
what the Cardinal has gleaned from his conver-
sations with deaneries about the matter.   
Meanwhile,  many thanks to St Edmunds,  
Edmonton, St Margaret’s Twickenham and St  
Ignatius, Stamford Hill, who sent us photos and 
accounts of their Fair Trade activities for the 
Westminster Record.  We are delighted that the 
Record will continue to publicise Fair Trade.  I 
have found that the supermarket near me needs 
reminding that we want Fair Trade goods even 
outside Fair Trade Fortnight.  Let’s keep up the 
demand!    
 

Shrinking the Carbon Footprint      
Environmental issues are constantly in the news,  

 
and the Diocese has not only endorsed, but sent 
to each parish, the excellent little book  
published by the Bishop of London, on behalf of 
the London Church Leaders’ Group,  For Creed 
and Creation.  Parish priests may wish to discuss it 
with Justice and Peace groups, or parish  
councils, and begin (or continue) to examine 
how they might “shrink the carbon footprint” of 
the parish and parishioners.  At our next Annual 
Day we shall discuss how to carry out an audit.  
With this hardcopy Newsletter you will receive our 
“52 green tips for parishes”.  We thought one 
could go into the newsletter every week, on a 
sort of drip-feed principle.  Of course many  
people have their own economies, so do make 
up your own tips!   
 
Inspiring others     
Making films wasn’t on the job description, but 
the team was out last week filming projects to 
feature in the CD resource we are collating on 
how to start up Justice and Peace groups in  
parishes. Actually, there’s a professional film-
maker, Bob, and the diocesan Director of  
Communications, Eddie,  doing all the technical 
bits, and helping develop our theme.   So J & P, 
plus Bob and Eddie, are visiting six schemes in 
different parts of the diocese, including a CAFOD 
fund-raising lunch, a day centre and a night  
shelter for the homeless, a Fair Trade stall, and  a 
refugee centre: to show what ordinary people 
can do to make a difference.  Already it’s  
inspiring us; we hope it will inspire parishes. 
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From our Fieldworker (cont’d) 

JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMISSION 

Refugees         
 

With St Mellitus Justice and Peace group in Tollington 
Park, Islington, we have started an English conversation 
morning and five weeks on, have a good team of  
volunteers, together with a small but growing group of  
Congolese and Polish students.  Father David provides 
the (Fair Trade) tea and coffee, and volunteers do the 
rest.  St Mellitus have also come up with a wonderful  
photograph of their parishioners showing all their different  
nationalities. This started with a simple exercise of putting 
coloured pins on a world map showing  everyone’s  
origins.  Around 80 countries were represented, and they 
then decided on the photograph. The picture can be 
seen in the Westminster Record.  What an excellent way 
to celebrate parish diversity.   
 

 
With our hardcopy newsletter we include a poster  
advertising the St Joseph’s Migrants Mass in Westminster  
Cathedral, on May 7th, organised by London Citizens and 
supported by Justice and Peace Commissions in all three 
London dioceses.  It will be followed by a rally in Trafalgar 
Square to lobby for the Strangers into Citizens campaign 
supported by the Cardinal.  Please display the leaflet in 
your parishes, and volunteer to help, either by singing in 
the choir (practice at Notre Dame Church Leicester 
Square from 10 to 12.30 on Saturday 5th May), or by being 
a steward (turn up at 9 am at the West door of the  
Cathedral on Monday 7th May –and let me have your 
name soon, so we know how many stewards we can 
count on!   
 

Barbara Kentish 

When I visited São Paulo in Brazil last  
November, I met a group of radical and 
inspiring women, who have personally 
experienced the hardships of poverty 
and injustice of a city where the gap 
between rich and poor could not be 
wider. San Paulo is a city with a dreadful 
shortage of affordable housing, where 
over two million people live in shanty 
towns and many others on the streets, in 
spite of there being approximately  
30,000 unoccupied buildings. The 
women explained to me the dilemma 
the people face trying to pay for food, 
medicine and housing and how  
unscrupulous landlords charge almost a 
month’s pension in fees for rent of a  
dilapidated room. Many of the women 
we met, women such a Janine and  
Nettie had previously lived on the 
streets. Nettie however now has a home 
for herself and her children and she acts 
as a community leader for many home-
less people. 
 

The Prestes Maia tower was an  
abandoned clothing factory empty for 
17 years, left by its previous owners in 
deplorable condition, serving as shelter 
for rats and cockroaches, as is the case 
of many buildings in downtown São 
Paulo. The radical women of São  
Paulo’s Movimento Sem Teto do Centro 
or MSTC occupied the building in 2002 
and together with 468 families , cleaned 
out tonnes of rubbish and litter (200 
trucks to be exact) and made it a home 
for over 1500 people.  They have organ-

ised  the building incredibly well with  
community leaders on each of the 22 
floors. Pensioners and families with 
young children live on the floors nearer 
the ground level.  It contains a free  
library with over 1000 books collected 
from the city’s rubbish heaps, it also 
hosts workshops, and autonomous   
educational, social and cultural  
activities. The women are trying to  
negotiate with the council for the  
residents to pay an affordable rent for 
them to continue to live in the building. 
However a recent court ruling may lead 
to an eviction of these vulnerable  
people.  
 

Please remember the inhabitants of 
Prestes Maia in your prayers, they are 
currently in real danger. 
 
Forth coming Activities and events 
 

I invite you to take part in a few  
CAFOD activities in the coming months. 
 

In May (13th, 14th and 16th May) a  
CAFOD partner and mother of three 
from Zambia called Mulima will be 
speaking in Parishes in North London, St 
Albans and Hanwell about the effects 
of living in a debt ridden country and 
what we in the West can do. For further 
details contact the office or see the  
CAFOD diary page. 
 

On Saturday 2nd June you are invited to 
join CAFOD on the banks of the River 
Thames in a demonstration in advance 

of the forthcoming G8 meeting. The 
Campain is called “The World Can’t 
Wait – Make Aid Work” Meet :  From 
11am: Liturgy and campaigning activi-
ties for all the family at the Emmanuel 
Centre, 9-23 Marsham St, Westminster.  
From 2pm: Ring the alarm: gather on 
the banks of the River Thames between 
Westminster and Lambeth Bridges. 
 

Finally on Sunday 10th June we are  
organising a sponsored Bike Ride in the 
Lee Valley depart from Ponders End to 
Broxbourne and back. If you would like 
to help or take part contact Tony or  
Eileen on 0208 449 6070 or  
westminster@cafod.org.uk 
 

Tony Sheen 
CAFOD Westminster  
Diocesan Manager 

 

 

 
(in training) 

 
 

CAFOD Update           
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Herts J&P Network 
 

At the time of writing this, we in  
Hertfordshire mourn the death of our 
dear ‘Bishop Jim’, as Bishop James 
O’Brien liked to be called. He was our 
area bishop for almost 30 years. He 
was no stern and distant figure, but a 
gentle, warm, caring and wise father 
to us all, and he was deeply loved and  
revered, not only by us Catholics.  
 

The last two times I saw him were early 
in 2006 when he was speaking in the  
ecumenical service marking the Week 
of Christian Unity in St Albans, and in  
August - already looking very ill - when 
he was the celebrant of our weekly 
Mass in St Albans Cathedral, which is 
also always an ecumenical event. We 
in the Hertfordshire J&P Network are 
particularly grateful that he could lead 
us at our Network event in February 
last year. He really was a man of 
peace with a deep concern for  
justice, and we could not have wished 
for a better guide and mentor. We are 
truly grateful, and we shall miss his 
gentle, loving smile, but we are glad 
he has gone home now, after so many 
years of illness. 
 
As far as J&P events and develop-
ments in Hertfordshire are concerned,  
I can only really report about the St  
Albans area in some detail, as without 
the Herts. website I know little about 
events elsewhere. However, the good 
news is that David Furber will be able 
to reactivate the website in two or 
three months’ time. Hert’s J&P groups, 
please let us share your news and 
plans! 
 

In St Albans we have had a busy time. 
The CTSA (St Albans Churches  
Together)/J&P conference on 10th  
February, ‘Uniting for Peace and  
Justice’, was a great success. About a 
dozen different St Albans Churches 
were represented, and the speakers 
and workshops – e.g. on the  
Millennium goals and promises, fair 
trade, inner city poverty, sex traffick-
ing – were excellent. Now we must not 
lose the impetus and must try hard to 
act together on all these issues we 
agree on: working together will make 
us much stronger and more effective. 
Good communication is the key.        

The YACSG (Yarl’s Wood Asylum 
Case Work Support Group) started 
operating at the end of March. So 
far eleven volunteers from four  
different Churches have been 
trained and police checked 
(among them four J&P members), 
and at present we are trying to help 
two rejected asylum seekers  
detained in Yarl’s Wood. There is no 
doubt that there will be more  
requests for help soon. The need is 
great: far too many desperate  
detainees in fear of removal or  
deportation have never had the 
sympathetic hearing they deserve. 
If you are interested in becoming a 
volunteer or if you can help with  
foreign language or legal skills, 
please let me know. There will be 
further training later in the year.  
 

Peace Sunday, Fairtrade Fortnight 
and CAFOD Lent Fast Day and  
CAFOD campaigns were all marked 
with displays, prayers and actions at 
our Church, St Bartholomew’s, St  
Albans. The parish has been  
declared both a Peace and a Fair 
Trade Church by our parish priest. 
While we realise that much, much 
more needs to be done, we are 
grateful about the opportunities we 
have been given. We know that 
other J&P groups in Hertfordshire 
have been working hard, too, and 
will continue to do so in the summer. 
With God’s help we can make a  
difference. 

Adelheid Smith 
 
West London J&P Network 
 

The West London Network held its 
first meeting of the year on 24  
February at the parish of the  
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Botwell 
Lane in Hayes. The main business 
was to hear Fr Joe, the Chair of the 
Westminster J&P Commission, on the 
recent Report of the Von Hugel  
Institute about the new arrivals from 
abroad and the welcome that they 
need from London’s Catholic parish 
communities. The Report sprang 
from the Bishops’ call at last year’s 
Mass for Migrants in the Cathedral, 
and its message is an important one 
for all Justice and Peace groups in 
the Diocese at this time. 

The reports of the dozen or so  
parishes represented at the  
Network meeting included  
activities designed to welcome new 
parishioners, such as  
welcoming evenings for new  
parishioners (St Vincent de Paul,  
Osterley), and international lunches 
and English classes (St Lawrence, 
Feltham). Others raised awareness 
about long-term campaigns, like 
the Jubilee Debt Campaign and 
CAFOD’s Unearth Justice  
Campaign (St Margaret, East  
Twickenham) and the Live Simply  
Campaign (among others, Ealing 
Abbey and Our Lady of Sorrows 
and St Bridget, Isleworth – whose 
parish priest was going on a  
sponsored fast!). Other parishes had 
ventures of their own, such as the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary’s plan for 
Lent lunches, to raise funds to send 
to schools in Belize fully equipped 
pencil cases, shipped on returning 
banana boats! 
 

In March, many West London  
parishes supported Fairtrade events 
during Fairtrade Fortnight, including 
an enthusiastic Fashion Show put on 
by schoolchildren supporting the 
Ealing Borough Campaign, tastings 
of Fairtrade Mark products at super-
markets and an evening of talks by 
a Bolivian farmer of (paradoxically) 
Brazil nuts in the Amazon rain  
forest, and representatives of the  
Fairtrade Foundation ready to  
answer sceptical questions about 
Trade Justice issues, organised by 
the Hounslow Fairtrade Borough 
steering group, which – at the time 
of writing – is awaiting the result of 
its application for Fairtrade  
Borough status. 
 

Contacts have also been made 
with the West London branch of 
London Citizens, an alliance of insti-
tutions, consisting, predominantly, of 
faith groups (many of them  
Catholic), as well as trades unions, 
student groups, schools and  
community associations, which is 
organising a ‘Strangers into Citizens’ 
Rally after this year’s Mass for  
Migrants at the Cathedral at 10.00 
on Bank Holiday Monday 7 May. 
 

Hugh Caldin 
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Around the J&P Networks 



Network Contacts 
 
 

North London               Patricia Mulchrone      tel:  020 8444 6780 
                                                                  

West London                Clare Hickey                 tel:  020 8893 8564 
 

East London                  Sr. Christine Frost           tel:  020 7987 0257 
(Tower Hamlets) 
 

East London                                             Commission                  tel:  020 8888 5518 
(other) 
 

Hertfordshire                 Adelheid Smith             tel:  01727 855931         
              

 

Westminster Justice & Peace 
Commission 

4 Vincent Road 
London N15 3QH 

W1F 9JR 

Phone: 020 8888 5518 
Fax: 020 8888 5554 

Email:  justiceandpeace@rcdow.org.uk 
 

Working for Justice and Peace 
In the Diocese of Westminster 
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North London J&P Network 
 

The Network met on March 11 and Tony Sheen of CAFOD 
Westminster explained the “Live Simply” campaign. The idea 
for the campaign arose out of the Pope Paul VI Encyclical 
Letter, Populorum Progressio, issued 40 years ago. We are 
called by God to live simply, sustainably and in solidarity with 
the poor as “God intended the earth and everything in it for 
the use of all peoples.” The Groups are working to promote 
the campaign in the parishes. The Justice and Peace Group 
at St. Paul the Apostle in Finchley produced a leaflet each 
week during Lent containing numerous suggestions on how 
to live the ethos of the Live Simply campaign.  
 

As Pope Paul VI says in his Encyclical, “we must strive to  
create a world where Lazarus can sit at the rich man’s  
table.”  
 

Many Network members attended the “Living Ghosts” vigil at 
St. Ignatius, Stamford Hill, on 19th February, to pray for and 
highlight the plight of approximately 500,000 destitute asylum 
seekers who are denied any assistance by the Government. 

The vigil was in conjunction with a “sleep-out” which was 
held outside parliament to highlight the plight of destitute 
asylum seekers. Pope Paul VI referred to this situation in  
Populorum Progressio. He said: “the world is sick, the illness 
comes from lack of fellowship.” 
 

The J&P Group at Stamford Hill had a successful sale of  
Fairtrade goods during Fairtrade Fortnight and in Muswell Hill 
the Group did a display of FT goods available in four local 
supermarkets, as well as a tasting of FT juices. The priests also 
urged parishioners to think Fairtrade when doing their weekly 
shopping. Parishes are working towards the aim of becoming 
a Fairtrade Diocese. 
 

Network members attended a Memorial Mass for Archbishop 
Oscar Romero on 24th March, the 27th anniversary of his  
murder in El Salvador. The Mass was concelebrated by 
Canon Pat Davies and Fr. Joe Ryan, at the Church of the  
Assumption and St. Gregory in Warwick Street, Piccadilly. 
Julian Filochowski is leading a campaign for the canonisa-
tion of Oscar Romero. 

Patricia Mulchrone  

Wenceslao Bags 
 

Angie Harris, is Parish J&P Rep for Our Lady and St. Joseph’s 
parish in Hanwell. She has just returned from a visit to the  
Philippines to meet with representatives of Wenceslao Bags 
(see photo).  You may remember seeing Angie with her  
display of recycled bags at our Annual Day last October. 
She has provided more information about the scheme and 
do get in touch with her if you think you can help. 
 
WoW Bags is a small ecological livelihood for women which 
is based in the province of Pampanga, Philippines.  Using 
recycled juice packs to make attractive and sturdy bags the 
project is presently generating work for 9 urban poor women 
and offering causal work to an additional 4.  All the women 
are survivors of the eruption of My Pinatubo in 1992 when 
they lost their homes, possessions, farms, businesses and  
villages. This may seem a long time ago but rehabilitation 
work after such disasters is long term and on going.  The 
need for livelihood among survivors is paramount today.  
 

All of the women live in Wenceslao Resettlement Village.  
This housing project was developed in the aftermath of the 
eruption by the Arch Diocese of San Fernando in partnership 
with Manos Unidas, a Spanish group.  Today it is home to 574 
families.  SACOP – the Social Action Center of Pampanga 
which is the social services arm of the Archdiocese  
continues to offer support and community work services the 
community.   

WoW stands for Won-
ders of Wenceslao, the 
bags are named after 
the village and the 
wonder of being able 
to create a livelihood 
which helps the com-
munity and the  
environment.     
 

The challenge is to  
develop self help and 
sustainable projects that offer a dignified means of providing 
for the essentials of life.  In its short existence this project  
(WoW  Bags began in August 2006) has enabled the women 
involved to have a regular income.  This means they have 
more control over their spending and can also save a little.  
Eight of the women are the main wage earners for their 
families as their husbands like so many people in the Philip-
pines have only causal work.   
 

Access to markets is vital for our bags and we would  
welcome your partnership with this, could your parish or 
school host an awareness event and sell some? Do you 
know of other places or groups which might be interested? 
Can you spread the word about us? Can you keep us in 
mind for birthday gifts?  
 

Further information is available from recycledjuice-
pack@hotmail.com or from Angie Harris on 020 8567 1177. 


